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America’s Water Infrastructure 
Across the U.S. our water systems - from sewage overflows and water main breaks to deteriorating dams and 
levees - are failing because of chronic under-investment.  

Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) and Safe Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) 

• Water is an essential resource, yet every day much of it is at risk due to failing systems or aging, 
inefficient treatment facilities that cannot handle increased demand.  

• It is estimated that more than one million miles of water mains are in place in the United States. The 
conditions of many of these pipes are unknown, as they are buried underground out of sight, and 
owned and operated by various local entities.  

• Some pipes date back to the Civil War era and often are not examined until there is a problem or a 
water main break.  

• These breaks are becoming more common Infrastructure investments though the CWSRF and the 
DWSRF have stagnated, and without Congressional action the investment shortfall could reach $300 
billion in 20 years. 

The financial impacts of meeting regulatory requirements are a continuing issue for many communities. In the 
case of drinking water systems, however, funding has remained static, often requiring localities to put less 
toward routine maintenance. 

Locks, Dams and Levees – Reauthorization of the Water Resources Reform and Development Act 
(WRDA) 

• Often un-recognized, the nation’s interconnected system of rivers and inland waterways are a key 
components of the national economy.  

• This network includes 12,000 miles of commercially navigable channels and over 200 lock chambers.  
• Waterways are often the preferred method for moving bulk cargo such as grain and steel, as well as 

hazardous materials with more than 566 million tons of freight through the inland waterway system 
annually.  

• Unfortunately, many of the locks are too small for modern barges, and are susceptible to closures, 
forcing barges to stop more often to allow for scheduled and unscheduled maintenance.  

• These delays have increased significantly since the 1990s, which costs industry and consumers 
hundreds of millions of dollars annually. The state of our nation’s dams is putting lives at risk as well as 
courting financial catastrophe in many communities.  

• There are 13,991 high-hazard dams nationwide that pose a significant risk to nearby life and property. 
Rehabilitating the dams most in need of repair would require a $57 billion investment. 

• Our nation’s investment in dams is nearly $7.5 billion short of what’s needed to ensure they remain safe 
and productive over the next five years.  
 

LIUNA supports the reauthorization of the Water Resources Reform and Development Act (WRRDA) 
which would address these critical infrastructure needs in addition to creating tens of thousands of 
good jobs. 


