Yakuza
A different Path

There was a time when we believed
there was no life outside the family.
We believed that loyalty meant carrying
every burden, every secret, every fight,
and every consequence until the day |
died. We thought honor meant never
walking away, even when the life was
destroying me from the inside.

We was wrong.

The hardest battle ever fought was not
against another gang. It was against
our own thinking.

For years we lived looking over our
shoulder. Every phone call mattered.
Every knock at the door made hearts
race. Every decision carried
consequences for many and for the
people around us. Even when money
came, peace never came with it.

Then some of us found a fellowship
built on a different code.

A code where courage is telling the
truth.

A code where respect is earned by
helping another person instead of
frightening them.

A code where loyalty means standing
beside another recovering gangster so
neither of us has to return to the life
that almost destroyed us.

That fellowship is Gangsters
Anonymous.

The world may see only your tattoos,

your reputation, or your criminal record.

Gangsters Anonymous sees something
different.

It sees a human being who has
survived.

It sees discipline that can be
redirected.

It sees leadership that can protect
families instead of destroying them.

It sees a man who can become an
example instead of a warning.

The greatest relief you will have ever
known was waking up without planning
a crime... without fearing revenge...
without wondering if today would be
the day everything ended.

We discovered something stronger
than fear.

Freedom.

Today we can shake a child's hand
without wondering what my past will
bring to his future.

We can sleep through the night.

We can tell the truth without hiding.
We no longer need violence to earn
respect.

We no longer need intimidation to feel
important.

You no longer need the organization to
tell you who you are.

The Twelve Steps taught us that our
greatest enemy was never another
gang.

It was the gangster living inside our
own mind.

Gangsters Anonymous does not ask
you to deny your past.

It asks you to stop letting your past
control your future.

There is no shame in laying down the
burden of crime.

There is strength in it.

If one former gangster can help
another former gangster become free,
then everything we have suffered can
finally have a purpose.

From one former yakuza to another...
You have spent enough years proving
you are willing to die.

Now prove you are willing to live.
Crime-free.

Free in your conscience.

Free in your spirit.

Free at last.
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