
	  

	  

	  

	  
East Coast Meets West Coast in 22,000-square-foot 
Destination, Offering San Diego County Residents and 
Visitors a Glimpse Into History Through Multi-faceted, 
Sensory Experience. 



Green Dragon Tavern & Museum (GDTM), a 22,000-square-
foot enhanced replica of Boston’s historic Green Dragon 
Tavern, brings history and multiple dine and drink options 
under one roof to Carlsbad, CA. GDTM features five distinct 
areas including: a Museum, a state-of-the-art meeting space 
with catering facilities, the Coffee House, the Green Dragon 
Tavern and the Restaurant at Green Dragon Tavern with a 
menu created by highly-acclaimed Chef Craig Hastings, a 
graduate of the prestigious Culinary Institute of America, 
Hyde Park. With a reverence for authenticity, the 
architecture and design of the complex is Colonial-era 
inspired and features red brick, impressive white columns, 
cobblestone walkways and spacious foyers. GDTM 
developers have plans to invest more than 30 years in the 
area, signing a lease until 2045 and revitalizing the former 
Hadley Fruit Orchards, which sat vacant on the Paseo Del 
Norte space for close to 10 years. With roughly 200 private 
parking spots available and designated areas for limos and 
buses, the site sits adjacent to the Flower Fields in Carlsbad 
and close to the Carlsbad Premium Outlets and Legoland. 

	  
The educational Museum serves as the focal point of the 
multi-faceted campus, featuring historical documents and 
texts from the Colonial and Revolutionary War eras behind 
custom glass panels. Admission is complimentary. The awe-
inspiring memorabilia is derived from a 25-year-old private 
collection and will be enhanced by additional documentation 
and collectables supplied in a partnership with the Pilgrim 
Hall Museum, the oldest continuously-operating museum in 



the United States founded in 1824. The New England 
Historic Genealogical Society, the country’s leading resource 
for family history research, has also contributed to the 
collection. The Museum will offer individuals of all ages the 
opportunity to be in the presence of historical, Colonial-era 
and Revolutionary War-era documents, providing an 
educational glimpse into our country’s rich history. As a core 
mission of the Museum, GDTM will partner with area 
schools to provide educational opportunities to students, 
further enhancing their school curriculum and studies of 
early American history. 

Adjacent to the Museum and enriching the visitor 
experience, the Tavern at GDTM seats approximately 100 
guests and features lofty 31-foot ceilings, a two-story custom 
stone fireplace complemented by rich stained fir pine beams 
and a 109-pound brass chandelier. Its décor is reminiscent of 
an authentic New England-style tavern, similar to those 
enjoyed by our founding fathers, yet presents modern 
amenities including multiple flat screen TVs. Surround 
seating on the Tavern’s second level provides patrons a 
convivial atmosphere and a view of the English Tea Garden-
inspired landscape outside of the tavern doors. In addition to 
a comprehensive wine selection, the Tavern offers 20 taps of 
traditional brews, including Sam Adams, as well as local San 
Diego craft beers. The East Coast-inspired dinner and lunch 
menu from the accomplished culinary team will feature 
classics including: New England Clam Chowder and 
Fish ‘n’ Fries (Sam Adams Lager Battered Cod /tavern-cut 
truffle fries /Tavern ketchup /sherry vinegar aioli) as well as 
signature dishes such as Heirloom Tomato Chutney & 
Burrata (candied pecans /smashed avocado /aged 
balsamic reduction /picked basil /E.V.O.O. and charred 
brioche) and the Chef’s Cast Iron S’more (brown butter 
graham cracker crumble/ chocolate ganache/ honey 
marshmallow). In honor of our founding fathers, Tavern 
diners will also have the option to select from three signature 
“Historical” Hand-Made American Sandwiches including 
“The Paul Revere,” “The Thomas Jefferson” and 
“The Benjamin Franklin” (prime rib flat-iron steak/ 



ciabatta/ tomato chutney/ onion agrodulce/ arugula pesto/ 
peppercorn aioli). 

	  
 “Our end goal was to create an educational space that 
provides a stimulating atmosphere for celebrating, 
remembering and honoring early American history, our 
founding fathers and their many contributions to our past 
and modern day society,” said John Lek, GDTM Senior Vice 
President and General Manager. “The original Green Dragon 
Tavern in Boston was a gathering space for historical figures, 
including John Hancock and Sam Adams, to begin laying the 
foundation of democracy for our country. We wanted to 
bring this important facet of American history and influence 
that is so rooted in the northeastern part of the United 
States, and share it with the West Coast.” 

For an enhanced dining experience, the Restaurant at GDTM 
showcases an extensive and flavorful menu created by Chef 
de Cuisine Craig Hastings who fuses “old world” cooking 
techniques such as open-flame cooking, braising and 
griddling with a modern approach and equipment. Chef 
Hastings developed a menu that reflects “old world” meets 
“new world” cuisine using locally farmed and sustainable 
ingredients in a scratch kitchen that focuses on the “hand-
made”, including restaurant sauces, condiments, burger 
buns and flatbreads. Favorites include an assortment of 
Cast-Iron Skillet Mac ‘n’ Cheese (extra cheesy, pork 
belly or Maine lobster), Brown Butter Diver Scallops 
(chef’s seasonal preparation) and “Supper” items such as a 



Cedar Plank Roasted Skuna Bay Salmon (Clam & Corn 
Stuffing / Charred Asparagus Spears / Leeks / Horseradish 
Béarnaise). The “Off the Grill” dishes include a creatively 
crafted Live North Atlantic Maine Lobster (drawn 
garlic butter /black caviar béarnaise) and 8-Ounce Filet 
Mignon.  Chef Hastings, an avid proponent of sourcing 
from local farms, utilizes heirloom tomatoes from Carlsbad 
and lettuces and greens from North County San Diego on the 
menu. Artfully complementing the menu, the décor of the 
115-seat dining room boasts custom etched glasswork, 
highlighting key moments in American history, including the 
momentous landing at Plymouth Rock. 

	  
In addition to the Museum, Tavern and Restaurant, Carlsbad 
residents and area visitors will also have the option to enjoy 
the Coffee House at GDTM, offering gourmet blend coffee 
and decadent pastries made in-house daily. The whimsical, 
nautical inspired space will also feature complimentary Wi-
Fi, comfortable seating for a relaxing respite and an 
ambiance suited for informal business meetings and 
gatherings. With ample parking available, commuters will 
also enjoy quick access to the Coffee House and its many 
offerings, which include a gift shop and bookstore, offering 
historical books and reading material for all ages. 

Further solidifying Carlsbad as a perfect seaside meeting and 
private event destination, GDTM will also offer a state-of-
the-art meeting and special event facility. The 3,417 square-



foot space has the capability to be divided into up to three 
private, distinct areas: the Adams, Jefferson and Washington 
rooms. Designed with impeccable Colonial-style décor, the 
room 

features cherry-stained wainscot and flooring, 
complemented by brass sconces above.  Under the leadership 
of Chef Hastings, the GDTM catering team will provide fully 
customizable catering options for meeting planners, wedding 
parties and other groups.  Perfect for business meetings, the 
venue features independent audiovisual capabilities, 
recessed projectors, roll down shades/black out curtains, 
cordless microphone options and can seat up to 225 guests. 

A key source of inspiration for the entire destination, the 
original Green Dragon Tavern was built in 1654 and served 
as a significant meeting place for the Sons of Liberty and 
numerous, prominent historical figures who had an 
immeasurable impact on our country’s democracy. Samuel 
Adams’ Boston Caucus took place there and it also served as 
the starting point for Paul Revere’s famous ride to Lexington. 
Additionally, Green Dragon Tavern was the planning site for 
organizers of the Boston Tea Party. With a mission to honor 
and remember this historically meaningful site, GDTM is 
architecturally reminiscent of the original Boston location. 
The Colonial-style architecture features red brick, impressive 
white columns adorning the entryway, Cape Cod Gray siding 
and a cobblestone stamped concrete walkway leading up to 
an English Tea Garden at the main entry of the Museum. A 
spacious foyer divides the Tavern and Restaurant where 
guests are greeted by elegant décor with an ambiance 
welcoming to all patrons, young and old. The reverence for 
history in combination with the aesthetics and atmosphere at 
GDTM provides patrons with an experience like no other in 
Southern California. 

For more information about the Green Dragon Tavern and 
Museum, please visit www.greendragontavernca.com, visit 
them on Facebook, follow them on Twitter and Instagram 
@GreenDragonCA, or call 760.918.2421.	  


