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1. When God gives you a dream, it’s not because of 

_______________ 
 
 
 

2. When God gives you a dream, don’t be quick to 
____________ _________  

 
 
 

3. When God gives you a dream, expect ____________________ 
to come 

 
 

 
4. When God gives you a dream, no one can _______________ 

_______ 
 
 
 

5. When God gives you a dream, you will end up in the 
______________ 
 
 
 

6. When you ________________ a God given dream you will 
_________________ 

Rescued – Genesis 37-38 
Week Twenty: Rescued to Dream 
 
 



If you thought you liked Abraham, or Isaac, or Jacob, wait until 
you get a load of Joseph! He’s like no other. In this last portion of 
our study, we will see God as rescuer like never before. I hope 
you’re as excited as I am! 
 
 

 
 Day One: Dreams 
 

 
Rebekah favored Jacob, Isaac favored Esau, and Jacob is about to 
repeat history by favoring Joseph. It’s hard to blame him, though, 
as Joseph is the long awaited son of the love of Jacob’s life - 
Rachel. Still…favoritism is wrong, and Joseph’s brothers did not 
care for it. 
 
Let’s read Genesis 37:1-11. 
 
 
Exploring the Text 

 
1. Describe some of Jacob’s family dynamics at the outset of the 

story in vs.1-4. 
 
 
 
 
2. What kind of boy did Joseph appear to be? 
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3. What was Joseph’s first dream and how did his brothers 

interpret the dream? 
 

 
 
 
 

4. Were the brothers correct in their 
interpretation? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Should Joseph have hidden the dream from his family? 
 
 
 
 
 
6. What was the second dream that Joseph dreamed? 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Why do you think Jacob rebuked him this time? 
 
 
 
 

 

Christ’s followers 
sometimes 

encounter ridicule 
and conflict in  

this world.  
 



Application for 
your life? 

Record your 
thoughts here. 
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_______________ 

 
8. Who do you think gave Joseph both dreams? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. Verse 11 hits on the root of the problem 

between Joseph and his brothers. What was 
the root of the problem? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Personal Application 
 
10. Have you ever been chosen/told by God to 

do something and suffered ridicule for it 
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 Day Two: The Pits 
 
 

Joseph had it coming. His brothers were jealous of him. His 
father favored him. It was a matter of time before the family 
cracked and boy did they crack in a big way. 
 
Today’s reading is in Genesis 37:12-25. 
  
 
Exploring the Text 
 
1.  What bad things had already happened in Shechem? 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Jacob called Joseph in vs.13 and asked him to do something. 

What did he ask him to do? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. How hard must it have been for Joseph to face his 10 brothers 

who hated him? 
 
 
 
 
 



4. As soon as the brothers saw Joseph coming, they came up with 
a wicked plot. What was it? 

 
 

 
 

 
 
5. Who stood up for Joseph? Does that 

surprise you given that Reuben was the one 
who had committed the sin of Genesis 
35:22? 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
6. Where was Joseph thrown by his brothers? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. What did they do after dumping him in the pit? How hateful did 

that make the brothers seem? 
 
 

 

Following God’s 
leading creates 

problems because 
we are moving 

against the 
current. The world 
is going one way; 

we are going  
another. 
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Personal Application 
 
8.  Have you ever been in a pit? How did it feel 

to be there?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. Joseph was unfairly treated and unjustly 

attacked. Have you ever felt the sting of 
injustice? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Application for 
your life? 

Record your 
thoughts here. 

_______________
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 Day Three: Sold 
 

 
Joseph will go from the pits to the prison! He’s about to be sold 
to a caravan of Egyptians as a slave. Where is God while Joseph is 
suffering?  I have a feeling you know by now that God is anywhere 
but hiding when you face cruel and unusual circumstances. 
 
Read Genesis 37:25-36. 
 
 
Exploring the Text 
 
 
1. Whose idea was it to sell Joseph to the Ishmaelites? 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Interestingly, who did the Ishmaelites descend from?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. How much money did the brothers get for Joseph? 
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Romans 8:28 
 

And we know that 
for those who love 

God all things 
work together  

for good. 

 

4. To which country did Joseph head? Was it coincidental that 
Joseph was sold to a caravan going to Egypt? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
5. Which of the brothers was not part of the 

plot to sell Joseph? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. To what extent did the brothers go in their deception? How 

ironic was it given Jacob’s history? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. How was Jacob affected by the news of losing Joseph? 
 
  
 
 
 
 



Application for 
your life? 

Record your 
thoughts here. 
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_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________

_______________ 

Personal Application 
 
8. Sometimes the worst circumstances of our 

lives can end up being the best thing that 
ever happened to us. Jacob doesn’t know yet 
that God was sending Joseph on ahead to 
prepare a way to save the family. Are you 
facing difficult circumstances right now? How 
does this truth of God’s sovereignty 
encourage you to go on? 
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 Day Four: Segue to Judah 
 

 
Right in the middle of Joseph’s story we interrupt regular 
programming to talk about Judah. This is another difficult 
chapter to cover, but God put it in His word to remind us of our 
desperate need for rescue!  
 
Read Genesis 38:1-19. 
 
 
Exploring the Text 
 
1. Let’s begin by reviewing whose idea it was to sell Joseph to the 

Ishmaelites in Genesis 37:26. 
 
 
 
 
 
2. In verse 2, Judah did something against God’s will. What was it? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Who was Tamar? 
 
 
 
 
 



 
4. What was wrong with Er and who killed him? 
 
 
 
 
 
5. What wrong did Onan commit and what happened to him as a 

result? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
6. Tamar came up with a sly plan. What was it 

and why did she do it? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
7. What did Judah give Tamar as a pledge? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Amazing grace 
how sweet  

the sound that 
saved a wretch 

like me 
I once was lost, 

but now 
 am found, 

Was blind but  
now I see. 
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Application for 
your life? 

Record your 
thoughts here. 

_______________
_______________
_______________
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_______________
_______________
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_______________

_______________ 

Personal Application 
 
8.  Judah isn’t very likeable is he? He sold his 

brother as a slave, he married a Canaanite, he 
lied to his daughter in law, and he hired a 
prostitute. Yet it is through his line that Jesus 
Christ is born. What does that tell you about 
God? How does that encourage you to praise 
God no matter how you feel? 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 Day Five: Finale 
 
 

Don’t believe anyone who tells you that the Bible is boring. As we 
finish up the story of Judah and Tamar, I think we can all agree 
that God’s word is brutally honest. 
 
Read Genesis 38:20-30. Let’s pick up the story of Judah after he 
left the house of the prostitute, who isn’t really a prostitute, but 
his own daughter-in-law Tamar. Yikes. 
 
Exploring the Text 
 
1. Does it surprise you that Judah actually sent the young goat as 

payment for the prostitute? What was the point of trying to be 
above reproach with a prostitute? 

 
 
 
 

 
2. How did Judah react when he found out that 

Tamar was pregnant? 
 
 
 
 

 
3. Did Judah even give Tamar a chance to explain herself before 

he indicted her? 
 
 
 

Thank God for his 
long view in 

working out his 
plans in spite of 

our sins and 
failures. 
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Application for 
your life? 

Record your 
thoughts here. 

_______________
_______________
_______________
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_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
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_______________
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_______________
_______________
_______________

_______________ 

4. Tamar had a trump card. What was it? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. To Judah’s credit, he humbly acknowledged 

his sin. What did he do after admitted  his 
wrong?? 

 
 
 
 
 
6. Who did Tamar give birth to? What did she 

name her child? 
 
 
 
 
Personal Application 
 
7. I can’t get over God’s grace. Make a list of 

the ways that his grace has overwhelmed 
you throughout our study of Genesis. 

 


