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1. An idol is anything that becomes more _______________ 

to you than ____________ 
 
 
 

2. God rescues us from idolatry by  ___________________ 
our all 

 
 
 
 

3. God rescues us from idolatry by  _______________ us to 
_________________ 

 
 
 

 
4. God rescues us from idolatry by _______________ what’s 

_________________ 
 
 
 
 

5. God rescues us from idolatry by ________________ our 
_______________________ 

Rescued – Genesis 22-23 
Week Thirteen: Rescued from Idolatry 
 
 



Last week Isaac was finally born after twenty-five years of 
waiting! You can still feel the excitement in Abraham’s home. So 
the last thing we expect is what’s about to happen in Genesis 22. 
Sometimes God asks us more than we think we can handle. We’re 
about to see why Abraham was commended for his faith even at 
this most difficult crossroad of his life. 
 
 

 
 Day One:  A Shocking Request 
 

Genesis 22 is one of those pivotal chapters in the Bible. God asks 
Abraham the unimaginable. What would you do if God asked you 
to give up the most important thing or person in your life? Let’s 
find out what Abraham did as we read Genesis 22:1-8. 
 
 
Exploring the Text 

 
1. Genesis 22:1 says “After these things, God tested Abraham”. 

What things is God referring to? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What does it mean to be tested by God? 
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3. What does God ask Abraham to do? How can you tell that God 

knew how important Isaac was to Abraham? 
 
 
 
 
 
4. How did Abraham respond to God’s request? Is 

anything missing in Abraham’s response? 
 
 
 
 
5. In verse 5, how does Abraham describe 

what is about to happen on the mountain? 
 
 
 
 
6. Who carried the wood to the mountain? 

Who does Isaac carrying the wood to his 
own death remind you of? 

 
 
 
 
7. How does Abraham answer Isaac’s honest 

but confused question? Describe some of 
your reactions reading today’s text so far. 

 
 
 
 

 

What do you do 
when God asks you 

to do something 
that doesn’t make 

sense? What do 
you do when your 
responsibility runs 

in the opposite 
direction of your 
understanding – 
when sensibility 

challenges 
responsibility? 

There is much to 
learn from 

Abraham who 
shows us how 

difficult a 
challenge this  

can be. 
 



Application for 
your life? 

Record your 
thoughts here. 

_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________

_______________ 

Personal Application 
 
8. Think of something that has been difficult 

for you to willingly release to the Lord. 
What made it difficult? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. Is there anything in your life right now 

that need to surrender fully to the Lord? 
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 Day Two: On the Altar 
 
 

Yesterday we read about God’s shocking request to Abraham, and 
I still can hardly believe the peace and acceptance that seemed to 
distinguish Abraham as he obeyed the Lord, showing his deep 
trust and unwavering commitment to His God. 
 
As you continue the story of Abraham and Isaac, ask the Lord to 
reveal how serious your commitment to Him is. What are you 
willing to give to the Lord if He but asks you to? 
 
Now read Genesis 22:9-14. 
 
 
Exploring the Text 
 
1.  How far did Abraham go in his obedience to God? 
 
 
 
 
 
2. My heart is pounding as I read vs.10. What happens at just the 

right time? 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Why does God commend Abraham? 
 
 



4. What did God provide for the sacrifice? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
5. What is special about the ram? How is the 

ram a picture of substitutionary atonement? 
(you may need to look up the word to 
answer this question!) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. What does Abraham call the place where God provided the ram? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

If our faith isn’t 
tried and tested, 
how do we know 

it’s true? 
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Personal Application 
 
7. Have you ever been in a situation where God 

provided for you just in the nick of time? How 
did that affect your faith in Him? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Are you ever afraid that God will ask more 

than you can give him? How does the story of 
Abraham and Isaac encourage you to fully 
surrender every part of your life to the Lord? 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Application for 
your life? 

Record your 
thoughts here. 

_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________

_______________ 



 Day Three: Faith and Obedience 
 

 
Abraham passed God’s test of absolute surrender and complete 
obedience to Him. Abraham could fully say that he trusted the 
Lord no turning back. I hope you can say the same. I hope you are 
falling in love with the God of Abraham, a God who loves you and 
has provided the perfect Lamb of God for your sins!  
 
Read Genesis 22:15-24. 
 
 
Exploring the Text 
 
1. In vs.15-19 why is this an especially appropriate time for the 

Lord to reaffirm His promises? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Why was God pleased with Abraham in vs.18? 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Abraham’s obedience was evidence of his faith. He proved what 

he professed. Read James 2:14-26 and explain the relationship 
between faith and works. 
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Like tests in 
school, the tests 
God brings into 
our lives aren’t 

intended to cause 
our failure but to 
encourage and 
measure our 

growth. 

 
4. What does Hebrews 11:17-19 tell you about Abraham’s faith 

when he put Isaac on the altar? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
5. Before you rush through vs.20-24, pay 

attention to vs.23. There is a name of a 
woman mentioned who is about to enter 
our story in Genesis 24. Can you find it?  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Application for 
your life? 

Record your 
thoughts here. 

_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________

_______________ 

Personal Application 
 
6. As you pray, think about the tests God may 

have recently allowed you to experience. 
How have they benefited you?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Talk to God about what you’ve learned about 

Him as a result of the tests you’ve 
experienced. 

 
 
 
 
 



  

13 
 Day Four: Sarah’s Death 
 

 
I’m so praying that you are having a week of victory. God does 
test us and wants our obedience, but with every act of surrender 
to Him, He turns around and offers us a blessing and a 
reaffirmation of His promises!  
 
We have 2 more days of homework this week and we’ll spend 
them in Genesis 23. 
 
Today read Genesis 23:1-9. 
 
 
Exploring the Text 

 
1. How old was Sarah when she died? How 

many years did she have with Isaac? 
 
 
 
 
2. Where did Sarah die? 
 
 
 
 
3. How does Abraham react to Sarah’s death? How hard do you 

think her death was to Abraham? 
 

The ultimate test 
of faith is 

obedience when 
you don’t know 

the details. 
 



Application for 
your life? 

Record your 
thoughts here. 

_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________

_______________ 

 
4. Where does Abraham want to bury Sarah? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. How do the arrangements for Sarah’s funeral 

reveal the relationship between Abraham and 
his neighbors? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Personal Application 
 
6. What kind of a relationship do you have with 

your neighbors: your unsaved relatives, your 
colleagues at work, etc. 
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 Day Five: Burial 
 
 

Sarah has died. Abraham mourns the wife he loved dearly, and in 
Genesis 23 we read about the burial of Sarah. 
 
Losing someone is hard, but losing someone you love is especially 
hard. Abraham is not a young man anymore, but we see him as a 
man of influence and strength as never before. 
 
Read Genesis 23:10-20   
 
 

Exploring the Text 
 

1. Who is Ephron? 
 
 
 
 

2. Why did Abraham insist on paying for 
the burial site when the Hittites were 
willing to give it to him for free? 

 
 
 
 
 

3. How was the purchase of Sarah’s grave a sign of trust that 
God was eventually going to give them their own land? 

 
 
 

Father, renew our 
commitment to 

you by helping us 
release everything 
to you. We long to 
submit ourselves 
to you so that we 
might know the 
holy freedom 
available to us 

only through your 
grace. 

 
 



Application for 
your life? 

Record your 
thoughts here. 

_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________

_______________ 

4. How much did Abraham pay for the burial 
cave? 

 
 
 
Personal Application 
 
 
5. How can Genesis 23 encourage you to trust 

God when you still don’t see the answers to 
your pressing needs? 

 
 
 
 
 
6. List 2-3 big lessons God has taught you this 

week about faith and obedience. 


