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From Rabbi Cutler’s desk
When, one enters a house of mourning to pay a condolence call, Jewish tradition posits that one
waits for the mourners to initiate the conversation. If the mourners wish to just sit silently, so too
are we supposed to sit silently with them. If they have no words for you, that’s fine. This visit is
not a “normal” visit and sometimes the loss is so great that there are no words to say.
And October 2018 on Shabbat morning eleven Jews were gunned down at the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh. We have all spilled so many words trying to make sense – as if any sense
could be made of the actions of a delusional murderous Jew hater – of what happened.
On Friday May 3rd (7:30 PM) we will be observing Holocaust Remembrance Day at Beth Israel
during Shabbat services (choir led) and the guest speaker will be Representative Chrissy Houlihan whose father is a Holocaust survivor.
This may now be the time to sit quietly. The Jewish community is still slowly, emerging from its shock, deep grief, and
knowledge and 75 years later we are still emerging from the horrors of the Holocaust.
Yet there still seems to be one message in both situations that has not been sufficiently articulated. It is not about what
the anti-Semites might do to us. It is about what we might do to ourselves because of anti-Semitism.
Unlike the event in Pittsburgh which posed an existential danger to the well-being of the “minyan-ers” who had gathered
there, this one poses a spiritual and communal danger. We cannot let anti-Semitism become the building block and the
foundation stone of our Jewish identity. Doing that, hands our enemies a victory. Most Jews will immediately step forward as an act of solidarity when Jews anywhere are being attacked by anti-Semites. This is of course as it should be.
What is regrettable, however, is that for some Jews, the fight against anti-Semitism becomes the sum total of their Jewish identity. Recently, a much-respected Jewish communal leader lamented to me that he regretted not having educated his children about Jewish traditions and culture. He was, however, very proud of the fact that he had embedded within them a total intolerance of anti-Semitism. His kids were prepared to be at the barricades to do battle against this hatred, and many others as well. I did not say anything, but his comments made me sad.
Anti-Semitism has become the drummer to which his family’s Jewish identity marches. In other words, what is done to
Jews becomes far more significant than what Jews do. This well-intentioned Jewish father has deprived his children of a
rich and multifaceted legacy. They have been taught to see themselves mainly as perennial victims. This cedes to the
oppressor control over one’s destiny. It leaves many Jews, including this man’s children, aware of what to be against
but not what to be for.
Anti-Semitism is a delusional form of hatred. It conjures a malign image of the Jew that does not in fact exist, and then it
proceeds to find it everywhere. But we cannot allow this delusion to lead to another delusion — that because this hatred
is, unfortunately, ever present, we must make fighting it the fulcrum upon which our identity pivots.
What is necessary for Jews to survive and flourish as a people is neither dark pessimism nor cockeyed optimism, but
realism.
It would be ludicrous to dismiss as paranoid the concerns of those who react strongly to the escalating acts of antisemitism in recent times. In countries throughout the world, armed guards are now regularly stationed in front of synagogues, and Jewish communal organizations have had to institute tight security measures. In some parts of the world,
Jews intentionally avoid carrying or wearing anything that identifies them as Jews. But at the same time, it would be folly
for Jews to make this the organizing principle of their lives.
See next page
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Continued from Rabbi’s desk
I am from the generation where I still remember Holocaust survivors coming into my Hebrew school with their tattooed
numbers on their arms and the survivors were in their 30’s and 40’s. Being part of the one generation removed from the
Holocaust the message came across very clearly from my rabbi and religious school teachers that ‘you to remain Jewish
because of the Holocaust.’ But as an adult that has never been what drove me personally as a Jew.
I value and celebrate my tradition and its teachings. Anti-Semitism and the Holocaust is not the foundation of my Jewish
identity. Jewish culture, traditions and the accumulated wisdom of a millennia old tradition constitute the foundation of
who I am. The need to find a balance between the two — what is done to us and what we do. A rabbi friend illustrated
this story. When he and his five-year-old daughter entered his synagogue the Shabbat after the Pittsburgh tragedy the
father smiled at the security guard stationed at the door, turned to his daughter, and said, “Let’s say hi and thank you to
the guard for keeping us safe.”
A look of puzzlement swept across his daughter’s face. He told me that from the many books they have read together,
she knows about “safe” places and “dangerous” places, and in her mind a synagogue did not fall under the latter category. It’s a joyful place where she runs around with the other kids in the playground, attends a children’s service that is
filled with singing, and then wends her way into the main sanctuary, where she and her playmates help conclude the
services and receive lollipops from the rabbi. After the service at the Kiddush, she stuffs herself with cookies, olives, and
chips. Nothing even remotely resembling protein passes her lips.
Why would she need someone to help keep her safe in a such a glorious place? Yet we know that she does, indeed,
need protection there. That Saturday after services, when she asked what happened, her mother was able to deflect her
with the comment that someone “got a bad boo-boo” in a synagogue. But as she grows older, she will figure it out. She
will look across the street at the large church there and notice that there are no guards there or at the church up the
block or at any other church she passes.
My hope for my friend’s daughter is that as she grows up, her awareness of the dangers that may threaten her wellbeing at the synagogue will never overshadow the joys she finds there. And my hope for all her fellow Jews is not dissimilar. Should they choose to, they can participate in a vibrant Jewish future. We will all encounter anti-Semitism along
the way but let us not make this “longest hatred” the linchpin of our identity.
Jewish tradition in all its manifestations — religious, secular, intellectual, communal, artistic, and so much more — is far
too valuable to be tossed aside and replaced with a singular concentration on the fight against hatred. This need for
Jews to balance the “oy” with the “joy” is an exhortation that could well be shared with many other groups that have become the objects of discrimination and prejudice.
To my students, my friends, and my fellow Jews, I say, in the words of the Prophets, “Hazak v’amatz, be strong and of
good courage.”

Kol tuv, Rabbi Jon
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Preschool &
Kindergarten News

by Adrianne Liebman

As the year comes to an end, we have several special events that will be happening over the next
month. We always make sure to celebrate our staff with an appreciation luncheon. This is a
unique treat, as the entire staff eating lunch together only happens once a year on this day! Many
of our parents volunteer so that we can achieve this important goal.
In two weeks, we will end our collection drive for Simon’s Heart, a non-profit organization working
to raise awareness and help to prevent sudden cardiac arrest in children. This is our third outreach
fundraiser for this year, with our focus on children. The Chesed committee has graciously agreed
to support this endeavor as well. You can make your checks payable to Simon’s Heart and drop off
at BIP, or, go online to www.Simonsheart.org and make a donation.
We will be holding our last fundraiser of the year- our 2nd Trike-A-Thon where the children ride their
bikes in a predetermined course for a 15 minute segment. Each family is asked to sponsor their
child’s activity. We are planning to use the proceeds from this event for playground repair and additions. The fence is over 20 years old and in need of serious repair. The benches need to be replaced as there are carpenter bees which really scare the children as well as a few other insects
that have made their home in the well-loved wood. We would like to replace with buddy benches.
A few of our playground items have worn and need to be replaced. This playground was built before there even was a preschool at Beth Israel. The thought was to build it and the children will
come !!!! If there are any funds left, we would like to purchase some new classroom rugs. We are
holding this event over three separate days, by age, followed by a picnic lunch and water play.
Our end of year ceremonies for the children are always a very special time. We love recognizing
and kvelling in delight as we see the enormous progress made by each child throughout the year.
We really pay attention to how they have grown socially and emotionally, developing those selfregulation skills, while away from their parents, to be kind human beings. It truly is such a delight.
We promote an attitude of gratitude for all that we are so fortunate to have. Of course, we are so
blessed to have full enrollment because of the trust that we build with each family. The physical
structure of the Synagogue and all the opportunities this provides to the school is incredible and
amazing. The Staff that has been built over the last 20 years is truly incredible, with some of our
staff members celebrating their 18th anniversary, and many 15 or longer! And most importantly,
the magnificent children, who come through our doors each day. They are so wonderful. None of
this would be possible with the constant dialog and support from the Board of Directors and the office manager , Bernice. We also are thankful for the one person building committee—Cindy BlairMiller who does her best to deal with all of our requests and issues. Our Friday morning Shabbat
celebrations with Rabbi Jon are so very special. So as another year comes to a close, we look forward to what next September has in store for all of us at Beth Israel Preschool and Kindergarten---- a wonderful place for children to grow, a fabulous place for adults to fill their heart and soul, and a
safe haven where love is felt and experienced and nurtured on a daily basis. And to our parents,
who help to support all of our extra events and fundraising efforts, thank you so very much. It truly
takes a village.
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Dear Congregants,
We are pleased to share an update with you on some milestones that we have achieved regarding
enhanced security at Beth Israel.
Several months ago, we began a review of how to increase security. We outlined several steps and
stages, {Education, Infrastructure and Systems}, that we would progress through in an effort to
achieve incremental improvements. Shortly after the Education session hosted on 12/16, you
should have noticed that the all doors are now locked at all times. A new camera was installed at
the front door with two new monitors in both offices, and a doorbell enhancement enabling monitoring from the Social Hall. Lounge and Chapel.
From an Infrastructure and Systems perspective, we outlined that we would actively work through
the scoping and quoting of upgrading our security systems further including new panic buttons and
key fobs as well as a longer-term consideration for double-door vestibule entry.
As a result of these investigations, and our commitment to ongoing security improvements we since
contracted with a third party security company, Radius Systems, to install an electronic access control system as well as more extensive remote panic button solution from The Protection Bureau.
The access control system will consist of a ‘fob’ reader at the front door that will permit access to
anyone with an encoded fob without having to ring the front door bell. The fobs will allow us flexibility to set different permission levels, still requiring someone with ‘Master Key’ access, to unlock the
building for others to enter. This mirrors the behavior we have today in which someone needs to
‘open’ the building for others to enter.
The message previously communicated regarding a ‘no tail-gaiting’ procedure should still be upheld: All entrants to the building should be made through the main door. Please do not hold open
any external door for the person(s) following behind you.
Each person/family entering the building should use their fob only when their whole group is together and ready to enter.
Once the unit enters the building, please let the door close behind you – the person/unit who is next
will understand that this is a safety protocol – this is the current standard for all schools, most corporate buildings and places with high-risk security considerations…this may feel rude or awkward, but
is in reality, a welcoming and comforting measure knowing that all who enter the building are known
and/or accounted for in a formalized manner; it brings peace of mind.
Each Beth Israel Congregational family unit will receive one fob. If additional fobs are needed, they
will be made available for $18.00. If lost, a replacement fob will be available for $18.00 as well. For
security purposes, do not write “BI” or “Beth Israel” on the fob. You will be required to return any
fobs allocated to your family if you leave Beth Israel.
Fobs can also be picked up from Bernice weekdays from 9:00AM-3:00PM. There will occasionally
be someone available at the synagogue on Sundays 10:00AM-12:00PM distributing the fobs.
We believe that this access system will keep Beth Israel secure and at the same time allow easier
access to our congregants.
Please feel free to contact Halle, Neal or Don if you have any questions or concerns.
Halle Schonherz, President
Neal Stone, Exec VP
Don Suss, Security Lead
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Saturday, May 4, 2019
Beth Israel will again host the Interfaith Action Community for the

2nd annual “Day of Service / Day of Hope” on May 4th.
Last year several Beth Israel members and families joined on interfaith teams with
other members of the IAC on a work day for service organizations in Coatesville.
It is a day of good work and community building
with team members from diverse faith groups.
Want to join in? Go to www.bethisraelpa.org/interfaithactioncommunity
and look for the May 4 - Day of Service / Day of Hope signup link.
Got a question?
Contact John Barnett (610) 212-2357 jbarnettfx42@gmail.com
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Religious School Chai-lights

by Joanie Sharp

Yom Ha’Atzmaut: Israel Independence Day
Celebrating the Jewish state.
Israel’s Independence Day is celebrated on the fifth day of the month of Iyar, which is the Hebrew
date of the formal establishment of the State of Israel, when members of the “provisional government” read and signed a Declaration of Independence in Tel Aviv. The original date corresponded
to May 14, 1948. In 2019, it begins at sundown on May 8.
In the State of Israel, it is a formal holiday, so almost everyone has the day off. Yom Ha’Atzmaut in
Israel is always preceded by Yom Hazikaron, Israel’s Memorial Day for the fallen soldiers. The
message of linking these two days is clear: Israelis owe their independence — the very existence
of the state — to the soldiers who sacrificed their lives for it.
The official “switch” from Yom Hazikaron to Yom Ha’Atzmaut takes place a few minutes after sundown, with a ceremony on Mount Herzl in Jerusalem in which the flag is raised from half-staff (due
to Memorial Day) to the top of the pole. The president of Israel delivers a speech of congratulations, and soldiers representing the Army, Navy, and Air Force parade with their flags. An evening
parade is followed by a torch lighting ceremony, marking the country’s achievements in all spheres of life.
Other than the official ceremonies, Israelis celebrate Yom Ha’Atzmaut in a variety of ways. In the
cities, the nighttime festivities may be found on the main streets. Crowds will gather to watch public
shows offered for free by the municipalities and the government. Many spend the night dancing Israeli folk dances or singing Israeli songs. During the daytime thousands of Israeli families go out on
hikes and picnics. Army camps are open for civilians to visit and to display the recent technological
achievements of the Israeli Defense Forces. Yom Ha’Atzmaut is concluded with the ceremony of
granting the “Israel Prize” recognizing individual Israelis for their unique contribution to the country’s culture, science, arts, and the humanities.
The religious character of Yom Ha’Atzmaut is still in the process of formation and is still subject to
debate. The Chief Rabbinate of the State (consisting of Orthodox rabbis) has decided that this day
should be marked with the recitation of Hallel (psalms of praise), similar to other joyous holidays,
and with the reading of a special haftarah (prophetic portion).
Some rabbis argue that Yom Ha’Atzmaut should be viewed in conjunction with Hanukkah and Purim, since all three commemorate a “miraculous” victory of the Jews over an enemy of superior military might. Most Israelis do not consider Yom Ha’Atzmaut a religious holiday at all.

For American Jews,

celebrating Yom Ha’Atzmaut has been a way to express solidarity
with the state of Israel and to strengthen their alliance with it. In many communities, it is one of few
occasions in which Jewish organizations and synagogues of different ideologies and denominations cooperate in forming a common celebration. In many North American congregations, the joint
public celebration often is augmented by a religious service.
The standard Conservative prayer book, Sim Shalom includes Hallel and Al Hanissim to be recited
on this occasion.
There is not yet an accepted “tradition” of how to celebrate this holiday, and only time will tell
whether certain customs, foods, prayers, and melodies will be linked in the Jewish mind with this
holiday, as with holidays that emerged many centuries before Yom Ha’Atzmaut. For Jews around
the world, joining with Israelis celebrating Yom Ha’Atzmaut has become a concrete link in the Jewish connection to the land of Israel.
We are thrilled to be able to bring our Israeli Shalicha from Jewish Federation, Bat-El Trabisi, to
Beth Israel to lead a program with our 3rd-7th graders on May 5 in honor of Yom Ha’Atzmaut.
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Chai- lights from previous page

UPCOMING RELIGIOUS SCHOOL EVENTS
Sun., May 5 – Israel program for 3rd-7th graders by Bat-El, Shalicha from Federation
Fri., May 10 – Final Family Shabbat service of the School year- 7:30 pm
Sun., May 12 – No Classes: Mother’s Day holiday
Sat., May 18 – Bat Mitzvah of Hanya Simon – 9:30 am
Sun., May 26 – No Classes: Memorial Day holiday
Wed., May 29 – Last One-Plus Wednesday class
Sun., June 2 – Last day of Religious School- Dismissal- 11:00 with End of Year Picnic following
Sat., June 8 – Shavuot service

LACHALL, COHEN & SAGNOR

H. MICHAEL COHEN
Attorney at Law

Tel.(610) 436-9300
Fax (610) 696-7962
144 West Market Street
West Chester, PA 19382-2985

Beth Israel Hesed
As the next focus for children’s
charities, Beth Israel Preschool is raising money for the
Simon’s Heart organization to
raise awareness of factors that
lead to sudden cardiac arrest
in children. Please consider
placing a donation for Simon’s
Heart into the synagogue’s
new tzedaka box. Envelopes
are located near the box for
you. The fundraising drive will
proceed
until
May
17,
2019. Thank you.
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THANK YOU
to our

Under the Sea fundraiser sponsors.
It is through their gracious generosity that we are able to raise
the funds needed to continue our religious and community programs.
Acme Markets
Adrianne & Neil Liebman
Anthony's Coal Fired Pizza
Antica Italian Restaurant
& BYOB
Asuka
Balance Hair & Spa
Barnaby's of America
Benari Jewelers
Beth Israel Board
Bonefish Grill
Brickside Grille
Cantina Laredo
Carmine's
Jack Cazes
Ciadel Federal Credit Union
Coatesville Flower Shop
Victoria Coleman
Creed's Seafood & Steaks
Cyd & Doug McCod
David Smith
Duling-Kurtz House
& Country Inn
Eagle Tavern
East Branch
Eddie Vee's
Exton Eye Care
Faden's Jewelers
Fattoush
Fleming's Prime Steakhouse
& Wine Bar
Gary & Susan Levin
Giant - corporate

Giant - Exton
Giant - Lionville
Giant - Thorndale
Giant - West Chester
Giant - West Chester
Giant - West Chester
Green Street Grille
Greg Vogel
Harris Dental Arts
Harvest Restaurant
Hilton Garden Inn
Honeybrook Country Club
Hymie's Merion Deli
Integrated Health & Wellness
Iron Hill Brewery
J & L Nails
Jen Green
Kiwi Yogurt
Limoncello
Longwood Gardens
Loosen Up Muscle Therapy
Lowe's
LSOD
Ludwig's Inn
Ludwig's Village Market
Maggiano's Little Italy
Manicure Lane
Michele Steiner
National Museum of American Jewish History
Not Your Average Joe's
Olive Tree
Mediterranean Grill

On The Border
Paladar Latin Kitchen
Panera Bread
People's Light
Philadelphia Phillies
Phildelphia Rock Gyms
PJ Whelihan's
Pomod'oro
Rabbi Jon Cutler
& Thierry Steenberghs
Reading Phillies
Red Star Craft House
RJC Creations
Robert Ryan
Catering & Design
Robin & Jerry Napiecek
Ron's Original Bar & Grille
Rossi Golf & Sport Center
Seymour Levin
Split Rail
Springhill Suites
Starbucks
Stefani Levin Rich
Summit Fitness Club
Sweet & Sassy
The Grand
Trader Joe's
Trattoria San Nicola
Uno's
Uptown West Chester
Wegman's
Whitford Country Club
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Sisterhood Presents
Monday Movie Maven Program
Mariner East Pipeline in our Backyard
Monday, May 13, 7 PM
Award-Winning Film
And Presentation by
The Faith Alliance
for Pipeline Safety
Hear why this pipeline is different:
Far more dangerous than other pipelines in our area
Materials it carries are explosive
Next to our schools, libraries, homes, places of worship
Polluting our aquifers, destroying wells
Carrying ethane gas compressed into liquid
Materials to be exported for making plastic in Europe
Presented by Sisterhood with assistance from Men’s Club
Refreshments at 7 pm, film and talk to follow
No Charge, but must reserve: mtendy@verizon.net
We hope you will come in order to learn how to counteract the dangers to humans
and the environment that are posed by the Mariner East pipeline project.
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MONDAY MOVIE MAVENS

FILMS For Thought
May 13:

Award-Winning Short & Presentation
by Faith Alliance for Pipeline Safety

May 20 & June 3: Films selected by Seymour Levin

Presented by
Sisterhood Adult Education
RSVP required to mtendy@verizon.net

Refreshments served
Beth Israel
Sisterhood Snippets
May 4, Interfaith Day of Service. Please join in with Sisterhood members. See below.
May 5, Women’s League brunch at Tiferet Israel in Blue Bell. $28 R.S.V.P. mtendy@verizon.net
May 7, Regular Sisterhood Meeting at BICC 7 pm with discussion on how to make changes in how
women are perceived.
May 13, at BICC 7-9 pm Movie Presentation and talk by the Faith Alliance for Pipeline Safety. Refreshments too! No Charge but must R.S.V.P. mtendy@verizon.net
May 20, at BICC, 7-9 pm Five short movies about romantic relationships. Films chosen by Seymour
Levin, with speaker and refreshments too! No Charge but must R.S.V.P. mtendy@verizon.net
June 3, at BICC, 7-9 pm Five short movies about family relationships. Films chosen by Seymour
Levin, with speaker and refreshments too! No charge but must R.S.V.P. mtendy@verizon.net
Thanks to Jody Reinbold for preparing the kitchen for Passover! And to Roz Cohen for keeping the
kitchen running smoothly throughout the year. We appreciate all the hard work!
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Hanya Brittany Simon, daughter of Steven and Heather Simon,
will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on May 18, 2019.
Hanya is in the 7th grade and is homeschooled. She attends a weekly
outdoor nature program and is involved in several extra-curricular
activities including the Beth Israel Synagogue choir, Girl Scouts and
CISV (Children’s International Summer Villages). CISV has quickly become one of the most important groups in Hanya’s life. She attends
local monthly meetings and various weekend camps meeting with fellow CISVers from around the country. Last summer she was one of
three 11-year-olds who represented the USA in an international village in Mexico for four weeks. At that village, she met 11-year-olds
from 11 other countries and learned many valuable life lessons about
peace, diversity, and equality.
Hanya loves to travel and explore the world with her parents and her younger sister, Sydney.
When home, she enjoys hanging out with her friends, outdoor activities such as kayaking and
bike riding, creating art and DIY projects, and playing piano.
For Hanya, this day is really about BECOMING a Bat Mitzvah, not just HAVING a Bat Mitzvah.
For Hanya’s mitzvah project, she chose to volunteer at a local assisted living personal care
facility called Colonial Woods. She goes there twice a month where she plays games and does
crafts with the residents. She really enjoys getting to know the people there and the residents
enjoy interacting with new people and having fun. They especially love spending time with
kids!
Hanya is a wonderful young woman. She is loving, caring, and has a wicked sense of humor.
We are so proud of her and all that she has accomplished!
We invite you all to share our pride and joy and hope you can join us in celebrating Hanya’s
Bat Mitzvah with us. A special kiddush luncheon will follow the service and the entire congregation is welcome to attend.
Mazel tov, Hanya! Ninheeka!

Love,
-Mom, Dad, and Cici.
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Todah Rabah!

Tzedakah is a mitzvah, a unique privilege granted to every Jew. Remembering friends and family in this manner is an appropriate way to show our feelings towards
both our loved ones and our community. We want to thank the following for their contributions:
Building Fund
In memory of Rhoda Riebman, their sister-in-law
From Doris and Edward Goldring
In honor of Hannah’s 16th birthday
From John and Mandy Scott
In memory of Fannie Riebman, Doris’ mother
From Doris and Edward Goldring
In memory of Lynn Greenspan’s father
From Nancy & Steven Goldberg
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Donation
From Roz Goldstein & Tony Dyckman
Donation
From Ann Greenstein
Donation
From Nancy and Steve Goldberg
Sisterhood Yahrzeit Floral Fund
In memory Sheri’s stepfather, Frank Sabatelli,
From Sheri and Michael Richman
In memory of Ione’s Uncle, Milton Apfelbaum
From Ione Apfelbaum Strauss
In memory of Barry’s grandfather,
Isidore Milberg
From Barry and Sandy Milberg
In memory of Stephen’s mother, Laura Morse
From Stephen Morse
In memory of Susan's mother, Ann Miller
From Gary and Susan Levin
In memory of Cissie Halpern’s son,
Jonathon C. Halpern
From the Halpern Family
In memory of Sandy’s aunt, Roz Goodman
From Barry and Sandy Milberg
In memory of Sheri’s grandfather,
Joseph Kassoff
From Sheri and Michael Richman
Security Upgrades Fund
Donation
From Aaron and Jennifer Blom

Cohen Fund
In honor of Sharon & Paul Zislis 50th
wedding anniversary
From Diana, Joel & Sue Kaufmann
Choir Fund
Thank you, Rabbi Jon, for the Unveiling
From Susan and Linda Jacowitz
Congratulations to Rabbi Jon and Thierry on the
birth of their granddaughter
From Roz and Allan Cohen and Ivy,
Jon and Jakery Egger
Donation
From Thierry Steenberghs
In appreciation to Roz and Allan Cohen
From Bernice and Barry Berger
In memory of Lynn Greenspan’s father
From Roselyn & Herb Cadoff
In memory of Lynn Greenspan’s father
From Roz Goldstein & Tony Dyckman
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A MESSAGE FROM LORI SNOW,
PRESIDENT OF MID-ATLANTIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE:

Do You Know "From Sharsheret?"
I did not know “from Sharsheret” until I sat through a presentation at the 2017
WLCJ International Convention. Sharsheret (Hebrew for ‘chain’ or ‘connection’)
is a national, not-for-profit organization dedicated to supporting women and
families of all Jewish backgrounds - before, during and after a breast or ovarian
cancer diagnosis. An organization just for us in times of need…
WLCJ created an international partnership with Sharsheret in 2017 to create the Mathilde's Mentionables program (collect bras for women in shelters or victims of natural disasters) and offer educational resources to our members.
Founded in 2001, Sharsheret has responded to more than 120,000 inquiries over the last 18 years.
All programs are free of charge, confidential, and tailored to each caller’s unique concerns.
According to Sharsheret’s Director of National Outreach, Melissa K. Rosen, who spoke at our Convention, “It is critical for Jewish women to work together to educate and empower one another.
Sharsheret and Women’s League are both committed to supporting women, and through our partnership we will spread awareness about genetic predisposition and breast and ovarian cancer to
Jewish communities across North America in a variety of ways.”
Come join us to learn more about this amazing organization at our Spring Event, entitled Awareness, Advocacy and Action: How Sisterhoods Can Use Their Voices for
Change.
Learn about both sides of this worthy organization helping Jewish women survive cancer from
Nancy Cohen - Sharsheret’s Long Island Coordinator, and Emily Bakaj - Sharsheret believer.
Connect with other sisters to discuss Sisterhood programs for change, enjoy lunch, and spend time
as part of our Region.
‘Sometimes, saving a life is simply reaching out, letting someone know she is not alone.’ - Sharsheret Beneficiary
Join us on May 5th to be together and learn about Sharsheret - cancer support for Jewish women
and their families - and more! Brunch, too.
For information please contact Maxine Endy, mtendy@verizon.net
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Happy Anniversary

Scott Keller
Eliana Myers
Leike Michelow
Barbara Kramer
Stephen L. Morse
Leah Schmidt
Ian Keller
Mark McPhillimey
Heidi Strauss
Sheri Fanaroff
Barbara Hendel
Jacob Schmerling
Seymour Levin
Donald Suss
Deborah Kaplan
Michelle Ressel
Ellen Tauber
Jennifer Blom
Levi Adlersberg
Rabbi Jon Cutler

5/2
5/3
5/4
5/5
5/5
5/6
5/8
5/9
5/9
5/10
5/10
5/11
5/14
5/14
5/21
5/22
5/23
5/24
5/28
5/30

9th

10th

8th

5th

Eva & Martin Skolnik
Michele &Craig Steiner
Stephen & Jessica Bird
Jennifer & Aaron Blom
Cindy & George Colton
Cassandra Lam &
Josh Schifter
Sharon & Lee Weintraub
Cindy Blair-Miller &
Stuart Miller
Carol & Larry Goldstein
Leah & Stephen Schmidt
Randy & Jeffrey Steen

5/2
5/6
5/12
5/18
5/19

71st
30th
7th
6th
34th

5/22 15th
5/23 55th
5/25
5/26
5/28
5/28

39th
28th
14th
13th
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For All Faiths and Traditions
Everyone Welcome

Learn more about the multiplicity of faith
traditions in our community
Meet new friends and have fun

The Interfaith Action Community
Cordially invites you to an
INTERFAITH DISCUSSION SERIES ON SACRED TEXT
Join us for an interactional exploration of how the
Protestant faiths use and learn from their sacred texts.
Please bring a food donation for Chester County Food Bank*
Thursday, May 9, 2019 from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM
Saint Andrews Episcopal Church
7 Saint Andrews Lane, Glenmoore, PA
Please RSVP by May 5th to standrewsglenmoore@comcast.net
The talk will be held in the sanctuary of the church at Ludwig’s Corner (just west of route 100, on
route 401, left turn onto St Andrews Lane), park by the church or walk in from the Ludwig’s Shops.
Refreshments and conversation to follow.

*pasta/rice, canned fruit/vegetable, canned tuna/chicken, peanut butter, healthy cereal/oatmeal
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MAY 2019
SUN

5
9:45 AM
RS: (K-Confirmation)

MON

6

10:00 AM
RS: Pre-K Parent
Workshop

7
7:00 PM
BIP: Daddy’s
Night-2 Day
Classes

WED

FRI

SAT

1
2
4:15 PM
6:30 PM
RS: “One +” Ritual
Committee
7:15 PM
Meeting
Choir

3
7:30 PM
Shabbat
Service & Yom
HaShoah
Program /Choir

4
9:30 AM
Shabbat Services

8
4:15 PM
RS: “One +”
7:15 PM
Choir Practice

10
11
6:30 PM
9:30 AM
Shabbat Yeladim Shabbat Services
and
7:30 PM
Life Long Learning
RS: Family

7:30 PM
Sisterhood
Meeting

11:30 AM
Programming
Meeting

12
RS: NO CLASS

TUE

13
7:00 PM
BI Movie
Mondays
Festival
sponsored
By Sisterhood

14
7:30 PM
Board
Meeting

THU

9
12:30 PM
BIP: Staff Appreciation
Luncheon
7:00 PM
Interfaith
Community
Event:
Sacred Text
DisscussionChristian

15
12:45 PM
Interfaith
Action
Meeting

12:00 PM
Interfaith Action
Day of Service

Shabbat
Services

16
7:00 PM
RS Committee
Meeting

17
7:30 PM
Shabbat Services
Hanya Simon
Bat Mitzvah

18
9:30 AM

23
12:15 PM
BIP: Outdoor
Celebration 2-Day Classes

24
BIP: NO
SCHOOL

25
9:30 AM
Shabbat Services

4:15 PM
RS: “One +”

Shabbat Services
Hanya Simon
Bat Mitzvah

7:15 PM
Choir Practice
19
9:45 AM
RS: (K-Confirmation)

26
Fleet Week Trip—TBD
RS: NO SCHOOL

20
21
7:00 PM
BI Movie
Mondays
Festival
sponsored
By Sisterhood

22
4:15 PM
RS: “One +”

27
BIP: NO
SCHOOL

29
12:15 PM
BIP: Outdoor
celebration
4:15 PM
LAST DAY
RS: “One +”
7:15 PM
Choir Practice

28

7:15 PM
Choir Practice

NO SERVICE
TONIGHT

30
31
12:15 PM
7:30 PM
BIP: Outdoor
Shabbat
Celebration Services
5 Day, K & K
Enrichment
7:30 PM
Sisterhood Book
Club

1
9:30 AM
Shabbat Services
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Yahrzeits
Observed on April 26-27
Jay Baer
5/1 Nissan 26
Anna Gerstenfeld
5/1 Nissan 26
Milton Apfelbaum
5/2 Nissan 27
Carl Mondschein
5/2 Nissan 27
Harry Resnik
5/2 Nissan 27
Rose Abrams
5/3 Nissan 28
Bessie Bush
5/3 Nissan 28
Harry Jarris
5/3 Nissan 28
Sayde Riebman
5/3 Nissan 28
Leslie Tyner
5/3 Nissan 28
Observed on May 3-4
Isidore Milberg
5/4 Nissan 29
Fannie Cohen
5/5 Nissan 30
Renee' Dreyfuss
5/5 Nissan 30
Sarah Gordon
5/5 Nissan 30
Irving Kimmeldorf
5/5 Nissan 30
Janet Shrier
5/5 Nissan 30
Bernard Zalma
5/5 Nissan 30
Julius Miller
5/6
Iyar 1
Rose Fickler
5/7
Iyar 2
Mark Rostolsky
5/7
Iyar 2
Marie Stark
5/7
Iyar 2
Dorothy Goldberg
5/8
Iyar 3
Irving Seftel
5/8
Iyar 3
Bernard Hankin
5/9
Iyar 4
Dora Hodess
5/10
Iyar 5
Observed on May 10-11
Rodney Confer
5/11
Iyar 6
Noah Levy
5/11
Iyar 6
Ann Miller
5/11
Iyar 6
Carin Bakelaar
5/12
Iyar 7
Bennett Gilbert
5/12
Iyar 7
Hannah Smulowitz
5/12
Iyar 7
Benjamin Svigals
5/12
Iyar 7
Siegfried Fischer
5/13
Iyar 8
Jonathan Halpern
5/13
Iyar 8
Mildred Lenox
5/13
Iyar 8

Naomi Atlas
5/14
Marjorie Klein
5/14
Mihla Margolis
5/14
Mary Peters
5/14
Milton Salow
5/15
Sara Gold
5/16
Edward Mittelman
5/16
Lewis Sacks
5/16
Observed on May 17-18
John Edward Barnett
5/18
Sophie Goldring
5/18
Harriet Riebman
5/18
Dorothy Apfelbaum Hankin5/19
Louis Schwartz
5/19
Elinore Kaufmann
5/20
Rachel Blechman
5/21
Thelma Nemeroff
5/21
Joel Frankel
5/22
Eva Levithan
5/22
Rachel Telias
5/22
Rivkah Cohen
5/23
Herbert Bomzer
5/24
Brent Kaplan
5/24
Observed on May 24-25
Hyman Epstein
5/25
Renee S. Frankel
5/25
Joseph Kassoff
5/25
Mary Rabinowitz
5/25
Thomas Simmons
5/25
Natalie Dickstein
5/26
Jeannie Gaines
5/26
Benjamin Sarvetnick
5/27
Mindi Gittis
5/28
Isaac Juftes
5/28
Sol Moskovitz
5/28
Max Bran
5/29
Sidney Kalstein
5/29
Bertha Bomzer
5/30

Iyar 9
Iyar 9
Iyar 9
Iyar 9
Iyar 10
Iyar 11
Iyar 11
Iyar 11
Iyar 13
Iyar 13
Iyar 13
Iyar 14
Iyar 14
Iyar 15
Iyar 16
Iyar 16
Iyar 17
Iyar 17
Iyar 17
Iyar 18
Iyar 19
Iyar 19
Iyar 20
Iyar 20
Iyar 20
Iyar 20
Iyar 20
Iyar 21
Iyar 21
Iyar 22
Iyar 23
Iyar 23
Iyar 23
Iyar 24
Iyar 24
Iyar 25

Maybelle Brown
5/30
Robert Conston
5/30
Ronald Foye
5/30
Ezriel Horwitz
5/30
Hyman Kaplan
5/30
Helen Stefanick
5/30
Bessie Becker
5/31
David Goldberg
5/31
Roz Goodman
5/31
Edith Reisenbach
5/31
Observed on May 31-June 1
Richard Christopher
6/1
Leah Jaffe
6/1
Ida Narod
6/1
Harvey Berse
6/2
Herman Cohen
6/2
William Cohen
6/2
Israel Schonherz
6/2
Abraham Sanders
6/3
Leib Levin
6/4
Dorothy Margolis
6/4
Rose Siegel
6/4
Morris Silverstein
6/4
Rosalyn Weiss
6/4
Jacob Cohen
6/5
Herman Merriam
6/5
Carl Epstein
6/6
Ralph Fanaroff
6/6
Roslyn Gottlieb
6/6
Lawrence Greer
6/6
Barry Semus
6/6
Arnold Cohen
6/7
Matilda Epstein
6/7
Max Gerstenfeld
6/7
Robert Rapkin
6/7
Edith Wexler
6/7

Iyar 25
Iyar 25
Iyar 25
Iyar 25
Iyar 25
Iyar 25
Iyar 26
Iyar 26
Iyar 26
Iyar 26
Iyar 27
Iyar 27
Iyar 27
Iyar 28
Iyar 28
Iyar 28
Iyar 28
Iyar 29
Sivan 1
Sivan 1
Sivan 1
Sivan 1
Sivan 1
Sivan 2
Sivan 2
Sivan 3
Sivan 3
Sivan 3
Sivan 3
Sivan 3
Sivan 4
Sivan 4
Sivan 4
Sivan 4
Sivan 4
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HaRuach

BETH ISRAEL CONGREGATION
of CHESTER COUNTY
385 Pottstown Pike (Rte. 100)
Eagle, PA
P.O. Box 678
Uwchland, PA 19480
(610) 458-8550

biccsyn1@gmail.com

www.bethisraelpa.org
Rabbi —

Jon Cutler

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President — Halle Schonherz
Executive Vice President — Neal Stone
Vice President, Finance — Stuart Miller
Vice President, Program — open
Secretary — Roz Goldstein
Treasurer — Stuart Miller
Immediate Past President — Mark Segal

MEMBERS
John Barnett
Cindy Blair-Miller
Nadine Dinerman Larry Faden
Rob Greer
Michelle Harbold
Robin Kerollis-Napiecek
Terry Myers
Mandy Scott
Steve Simon
Martin Skolnik
Marcy Zeichner
Paul Zislis

Aaron Blom
Linda Glazer
Morris Kauffman
Gary Levin
Heather Simon
Drew Weintraub

TRUSTEES
Ed Margolis

Jeff Pickholtz

Don Suss

Pre-School Director — Adrianne Liebman
Religious School Director — Joan Sharp
Office Administrator — Bernice Gause
Music Director — Robin Kerollis-Napiecek
HaRuach Editor—Deborah Kaplan

See up-to-date Calendar on www.bethisraelpa.org for highlights

