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I believe in God the Father Al-
mighty, maker of heaven and 
earth and in Jesus Christ, His 
only Son, our Lord who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suf-
fered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead and buried; the 
third day He arose from the 
dead, He ascended into heaven 
and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from 
thence He shall come to judge 
the quick and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the Church 
Universal, the communion of 
the saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.

I believe my A.M.E. Church 
School must grow and grow; and 
that I must make it a top priority 
to make it so. Every member a 
Christian, every Christian a work-
er, every worker trained so that a 
worker need not be ashamed. This 
we ask in Jesus’ name.

EDITORIAL STAFF

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

THE CHURCH
SCHOOL CREED

A.M.E. Discipline

I. Bell tap or organ voluntary 
as a signal for silence

II. Singing

III. The Apostles’ Creed

IV.  Prayer, closing with the 
Lord’s Prayer in concert

V. Singing

VI. Calling roll of officers and 
teachers

VII. Responsive reading of the 
lesson text by school

VIII. The Decalogue

I. Organ interlude while the 
classes are being arranged

II. Class study of the lesson

III. Warning bell—5 minutes

IV.  Closing bell—silence

I. Singing

II. Review and application of 
the lesson

III. Secretary’s report

IV.  The Church School Creed

V. Singing

VI. Benediction
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 18 Alas for you who desire the 
day of the Lord! Why do you want 
the day of the Lord? It is darkness, 
not light;
 19 as if someone fled from 
a lion, and was met by a bear; or 
went into the house and rested a 
hand against the wall, and was 
bitten by a snake.
 20 Is not the day of the Lord 
darkness, not light, and gloom with 
no brightness in it?
 21 I hate, I despise your 
festivals, and I take no delight in 
your solemn assemblies.

 22 Even though you offer 
me your burnt offerings and grain 
offerings, I will not accept them; 
and the offerings of well-being of 
your fatted animals I will not look 
upon.
 23 Take away from me the 
noise of your songs; I will not 
listen to the melody of your harps.
 24 But let justice roll down 
like waters, and righteousness like 
an ever-flowing stream.

Amos 5:18-24 (NRSV)

Lesson 1 March 1, 2020

A CAll to PleAse God

Lesson Scripture: Amos 5
Focus Scripture: Amos 5:18-24

Key Verse: Take away from me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to 
the melody of your harps. Amos 5:23
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Word PoWer!!!
• Lament – An expression of grief, sorrow, or mourning.
• Forsaken – Abandoned, left behind.
• Exile – Place where people go for retreat/safety.
• Solemn – Formal, serious.

GETTING READY!!!

Have you ever had to tell someone something that 
you knew they probably wouldn’t like to hear? In our 
story today, Amos (after whom the scripture is named) 

expressed to the people that their actions were not adding up 
to the way that God was calling them to live. The people had 
refused to live just and holy lives, and instead put their faith and 
trust in wealth, gold, and false religious practices. 

Justice and being fair to all people is what God required, 
and God still does require this from all of us today. However, 
sometimes we can mistreat others by not including them, 
mistreating them, and even ignoring them. The plight of the 
Israelites in this passage was so severe, that Amos’ lament 
urged them to start extending justice and righteousness to all. 
Have you ever had a time where you witnessed someone being 
treated unfairly? What does justice mean to you? God calls 
each of us to not only be humble and kind, but to also care and 
share. Amos’ message warned the people that God detests not 
only false worship, but also the injustices that were going on 
around them. God calls us to be people of justice and fairness. 
We are to treat all people with dignity and respect. We further 
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are called to share our resources with others and give glory to 
God for all we have. What act of justice can you do this week?

INTO GOD’S WORD!!!
“Let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an 

ever-flowing stream.”
Amos 5:24

This is one of the most famous quotes from one of the 
champions of justice and equality, the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. However, did you know that those were 

not his own words, but actually the words of Amos? Dr. King, 
like Amos, wanted the world to understand that justice was not 
only a good thing but a God thing. As Christians we are called 
to live in justice, mercy, and extend grace to others, just as God 
has unto us. 

Watch the video that your teacher will play for you in a couple 
of moments. In the lines below, describe some of the ways that 
Dr. King displayed and fought for justice. After the conclusion 
of the video, share with each other ways you can be agents of 
justice at school, your community, and church. 

You too can be a champion of justice like Amos and Dr. King! 
God does not want us to live self-centered lives, but lives that 
glorify God and care for all humankind. As the scripture text is 
read to you again, draw a picture of some of the images that 
come to mind. Make a commitment to the class that you will 
actively find at least one way this week to be a champion for 
justice. 

4
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USING GOD’S WORD!!!
Called to Be Humble and Kind

The scripture lesson today is filled with tons of images 
that Amos utilized to get the people to understand God’s 
displeasure with their actions. The Israelites were not 

glorifying God with their actions or treatment of others, and 
Amos was sent to tell them such. As a consequence of their 
actions, God’s judgment and punishment would bring an almost 
total destruction to those who disobeyed.

Have you ever seen someone being treated unfairly? What 
did you do? Have you ever had to give a strong message to a 
group of peers because they were not treating someone with 
kindness and respect? As Christians we are called to not only 

	



JUNIOR SCHOLAR QUARTERLY

6

learn about our faith, but put it into action. We are called to be 
champions of justice. In Amos’ time, it was very common for 
prophets to go and prophesy to the people about the future, and 
the consequences if they didn’t repent and change their ways. 
What are some ways that you can be an advocate of justice and 
kindness in your school and community? 

One way we can be champions of justice and live out our 
faith is speaking out about bullying. A bully is someone who 
treats another unfairly and intentionally mistreats them for unjust 
reasons. Have you ever witnessed someone being bullied? 
What did you do? As people of faith we are called to “let justice 
roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing 
stream.” In other words, we are called to display kindness and 
protect those who are being treated with disrespect. Sometimes 
that message is difficult for people to hear. I am sure that the 
hearers of Amos’ message did not like the fact that their actions 
were bringing on their destruction very soon. Nevertheless, 
Amos, like us, was told by God to admonish the people to live 
holy lives, and Amos did just that! 

Take a couple of moments and think of a time when you 
saw someone being bullied. How did that make you feel? Did 
you tell an adult, or did you just ignore what was happening? 
Take a few moments and share your experience with the class. 
The fact of the matter is that God calls us to do the work of 
justice everywhere we go. You can never be too old or even too 
young to be a champion of justice, mercy, and peace to all you 
encounter. 
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Have you ever heard of the Young People’s Division (YPD)? 
This is an organization that provides training, leadership, and 
opportunities for children and youth in the AME Church. The 
pledge of the YPD coincides with being a champion of justice. 
Read the pledge aloud together and explain what it means to 
you.

“I pledge my willing and untiring service to all efforts of the 
Young Peopleʹs and Childrenʹs Division to aid the needy and 
suffering people, regardless of race, color, or creed. I further 
pledge to take the Bible as my guide, to aid my church, and to 
attend meetings regularly. In all these tasks I seek the Saviorʹs 
guidance.”

This pledge embodies our call to be the church, no matter 
our age, color, or economic status. YOU can make a difference 
in your community and beyond by being an agent of hope. God 
calls each of us to be a champion of justice! 

REMIX!!!

Amos’ message was in the form of a lament, a song that 
gave a message that God expected more from the 
people than what they were doing. As a class, create a 

song or poem that talks about anti-bullying, justice, and God’s 
love for everyone. If you feel led, have the teacher record the 
song and share it with your church, family, and friends as an 
expression of being an advocate of justice.

__________________________________________________

_________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

QUESTIONS

1.  Name a way that you can be an advocate of justice at 
school and church.

2.  What was the famous scripture in today’s scripture 
lesson that the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. shared in 
his speech?

3.  What does the word justice mean to you? 

PRAISE GOD!!!

Praise God that we don’t get what we deserve. God’s love 
for us is so big and wide that there is nothing we can do 
that would separate us from God’s love. However, this 

does not mean that we can treat people unfairly, bully others, 
or even ignore injustice around us. We are called every day 
to treat others with kindness and spread hope in what we say 
and do! During this week, take a couple of moments and plan 
a short mini-worship service around the video created in the 
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Remix section. Make sure you include a prayer, song, and use 
the scripture text Amos 5:24. Be creative and design a dance, 
poem, or other art form around the text. Share with your teacher 
next week.

CLOSING PRAYER

God of justice, we give you thanks for all people. Remind 
us that we are called to be champions of your justice 
and love here on earth. Help us to be more kind and 

loving to all we meet. God, give us opportunities to share our 
faith and live out what we learn at church so that others may see 
the God in us. Amen.
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Habakkuk 1:1-4
 1 The oracle that the prophet 
Habakkuk saw.
 2 O Lord, how long shall I 
cry for help, and you will not lis-
ten? Or cry to you “Violence!” and 
you will not save?
 3 Why do you make me see 
wrongdoing and look at trouble? 
Destruction and violence are be-
fore me; strife and contention arise.
 4 So the law becomes slack 
and justice never prevails. The 
wicked surround the righteous—
therefore judgment comes forth 
perverted.

12-14
 12 Are you not from of old, 
O Lord my God, my Holy One? 
You shall not die. O Lord, you 
have marked them for judgment; 
and you, O Rock, have established 
them for punishment.
 13 Your eyes are too pure to 
behold evil, and you cannot look 
on wrongdoing; why do you look 
on the treacherous, and are silent 
when the wicked swallow those 
more righteous than they?
 14 You have made people like the 
fish of the sea, like crawling things 
that have no ruler.

Habakkuk 1:1-4, 12-14 (NRSV)

MAke thinGs RiGht, God

Lesson Scripture: Habakkuk 1
Focus Scripture: Habakkuk 1:1-4, 12-14

Key Verse: Your eyes are too pure to behold evil, and you cannot look on 
wrongdoing. Habakkuk 1:13a

Lesson 2 March 8, 2020
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Word PoWer!!!
• Oracle – A person giving wise decisions and opinions.
• Contention – A disagreement or dispute.
• Treacherous – Dangerous, untrustworthy.

GETTING READY!!!

Have you ever complained or had an argument with 
someone? How did that make you feel? What was the 
complaint about? In the lesson for today, Habakkuk is 

complaining to God about God’s decision to choose Babylon to 
destroy Judah because Babylon’s evil was greater than Judah’s. 
Habakkuk did not understand why God tolerated injustice and 
didn’t quickly destroy the evil and wickedness of the people. 
However, Habakkuk is reminded that during it all, God is still 
sovereign and victorious over sin. Habakkuk’s speech turns 
from that of complaining, to that of appealing to God’s goodness 
and never-changing ways. 

This is a great reminder that sometimes we do not understand 
what God is doing. This does not mean that God has forgotten 
the situation or even us! We must remember to trust God even 
though we can’t see God.

INTO GOD’S WORD!!!

Let’s read the same passage of scripture in The Message 
translation of the Bible and talk about some of the 
images that come to mind in this reading.

God, you’re from eternity, aren’t you? 
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    Holy God, we aren’t going to die, are we? 
God, you chose Babylonians for your judgment work? 

    Rock-Solid God, you gave them the job of discipline? 
But you can’t be serious! 
    You can’t condone evil! 

So why don’t you do something about this? 
    Why are you silent now? 

This outrage! Evil men swallow up the righteous 
    and you stand around and watch!

 You’re treating men and women 
    as so many fish in the ocean, 

Swimming without direction, 
    swimming but not getting anywhere.

If you had to draw a picture using this translation, what 
would it look like? We can see in this version of the scripture, 
Habakkuk is not only complaining to God, but also questioning 
things that are going on around Habakkuk. Have you ever asked 
God a question because you saw something that was wrong, 
and you thought it should have been corrected? We find out 
later in Habakkuk’s story that God doesn’t get upset with him for 
asking questions or even complaining. God reminds him to be 
patient and trust in God’s divine timing.

USING GOD’S WORD!!!

Habakkuk was very upset by everything he was seeing in 
the world around him. People were suffering, enemies 
were prospering, and it seemed like the wicked were 
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not getting punished for their wrongdoings. Habakkuk’s name 
itself means “to wrestle.” Throughout the verses we see that he 
does just that with God, by complaining and asking questions. 
God’s answer to Habakkuk’s request was to relax and just trust. 
Can you recall a time where you didn’t know what was going 
on, but you decided to trust God anyway, and things turned out 
fine? Though we might not understand everything that is going 
on around us, we must trust in the hope that God gives us. 
God is greater and more powerful than anyone or anything! We 
may not understand God’s method of justice, but we can rely on 
God’s faithfulness and everlasting steadfastness. 

Habakkuk’s message reminds us that God can even use the 
ungodly to bring about godly results. God can bring good from 
actions intended for evil. However, like in Habakkuk’s case, it 
is okay to question God at times while still remaining faithful 
servants of God. Being a Christian doesn’t mean that we can’t 
have doubts or questions. It means that in spite of them, we still 
believe in God and have faith that God’s justice will eventually 
come to pass. 

The AME Church itself was birthed due to acts of injustice 
towards African Americans. The Founding Fathers and Mothers 
of the AME Church created their own unique space to worship 
where they could worship freely, without restrictions. The 
founders of our denomination not only believed God in spite 
of the trouble they were facing, but also acted on their faith. 
The oldest parcel of real estate in the entire United States 
that is owned by African Americans is our “Mother Church,” 
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Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania.

God hears you when you talk to God. Your questions matter 
to God, and so does your willingness to trust God’s promises. 
God will never leave you alone and is always listening to your 
prayers. Don’t stop talking to God and don’t stop listening for 
God’s voice. Though we may not understand everything, we 
believe and trust in God who does all things well.

REMIX!!!

Habakkuk’s quest for understanding what was going on 
around him is something to which we can all relate. 
There are times when we don’t understand what is 

going on, but we still believe that God is in control! In happy 
times and in difficult times we can pray to God about everything. 
This week, take time to create a prayer journal. Write or draw 
your prayers, questions, and even doubts to God. Take some 
time to pray for those who are experiencing injustice, and ask 
God how you can be a champion of justice. 

QUESTIONS:

1.  What does Habakkuk’s name mean?

2.  What does justice look like to you?

3.  God is more powerful than anyone or anything. (True or 
False)

4.  What is one way we can talk to God?
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PRAISE GOD!!!

Take a few moments and think about what justice means 
to you. Think of adjectives and verbs that describe what 
comes to mind when you think of justice. With a partner 

come up with an acronym using the letters J U S T I C E. If you 
have some trouble coming up with words, phrases can be used 
as well. 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

CLOSING PRAYER

God of all creation, we give you thanks for your handiwork. 
God, sometimes we look at the problems around us, 
and not to you, the giver of solutions. Help us, oh God, 

to be reminded of your sovereignty even in a world filled with 
confusion. Remind us this week that you see and know all and 
we are not forgotten. Thank you, God, for being more powerful 
and greater than anything or anyone. Amen.


