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Superintendent—And God spake all these words,
saying, I am the Lord thy God, who brought thee
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

School—Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our
hearts to keep this law.

Superintendent—Thou shalt not make unto thy-
self any graven image, nor the likeness of anything
that is in heaven above, or in the earth beneath, or
in the water under the earth: thou shalt not bow
down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the
Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity
of the fathers upon the children unto the third and
fourth generation of them that hate me; and show-
ing mercy unto thousands of them that love me and
keep my commandments.

School—Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our
hearts to keep this law.

Superintendent—Thou shalt not take the name of
the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold
him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.

School—Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our
hearts to keep this law.

Superintendent—Remember the Sabbath Day, to
keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labor and do all thy
work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the
Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou,
nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor
thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that
is within thy gates: for in six days the Lord hath
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in
them is, and rested on the seventh day: wherefore
the Lord blessed the seventh day and hallowed it.

School—Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our
hearts to keep this law.

My soul be on thy guard;
Ten thousand foes arise:

And hosts of sins are pressing hard
To draw thee from the skies.

Superintendent—Honor thy father and thy
mother: that thy days may be long upon the land
which the Lord thy God giveth thee.

School—Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our
hearts to keep this law.

Superintendent—Thou shalt not kill.

School—Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our
hearts to keep this law.

Superintendent—Thou shalt not commit adultery.

School—Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our
hearts to keep this law.

Superintendent—Thou shalt not steal.

School—Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our
hearts to keep this law.

Superintendent—Thou shalt not bear false wit-
ness against thy neighbor.

School—Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our
hearts to keep this law.

Superintendent—Thou shalt not covet thy neigh-
bor’s house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s
wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor
his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is thy neigh-
bor’s.

School—Lord, have mercy upon us, and write
these laws upon our hearts.

Nearer, my God, to thee,
Nearer to thee!

E’en though it be a cross
That raiseth me;

Still all my song shall be,
Nearer, my God, to thee!

Nearer to thee!

Superintendent—Hear what Christ, our Savior,
saith: thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.
This is the first and great Commandment. And the
second is like unto it. Thou shalt love thy neighbor
as thyself. On these two Commandments hang all
the law and the prophets.

All—Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to
the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
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I believe in God the Father 
Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth and in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son, our Lord who 
was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead and 
buried; the third day He arose 
from the dead, He ascended 
into heaven and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence He shall 
come to judge the quick and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy 

Spirit,  the Church Universal, 
the communion of the 
saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life 

everlasting.

A.M.E. Discipline
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Hello, AME Church School Member!

The Home Daily Bible Readings will continue to appear at the end of each Sunday’s lesson but 
they will be the readings for the following week. We made this change in response to your re-

quests. The readings for the first week are on the following page.  

For over a year we have used Zoom and Facebook to facilitate our weekly Connectional Church 
School with teachers (lay and clergy) from around the AME Connection. They generously share 
their knowledge, talents, and expertise with a weekly average of 500 participants viewing via Zoom 
and 1500 on Facebook.  

This virtual AME Connectional Church School was birthed due to the limitations imposed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The blessings from the teachings have been immeasurable. We will continue 
this Connectional Church School on Sundays at 9:00 a.m. EST. Join us! Zoom Meeting ID: 829 
9325 1894. Visit our website- www.iamame.org- to find worship and study resources to empower 
you and enhance the life of the church.

Like our Facebook page so you will be informed about programming and important announcements 
from the Publishing House and The Christian Recorder: www.facebook.com/amecpublishing.

Join our Facebook Group to continue conversations after Church School and share ideas, thoughts, 
and best practices with other AME Church School members and teachers: www.facebook.com/
groups/amechurchschool.

Thank you for purchasing Liberating Faith Studies. We are working every day to fulfill our mission 
to provide high quality resources to empower us to spread Jesus Christ’s liberating gospel, pursue 
justice, and enhance the social development of all people.

And, always remember, I am praying for you.

Roderick D. Belin
President/Publisher

Liberating Faith Studies Spring 2023
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Liberating Faith Studies Spring-2023

HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS

February 27–March 5

Monday Psalm 28 (Lord, Hear My Prayer)

Tuesday Matthew 11:25-30 (Come to Me, You Weary)

Wednesday Matthew 14:13-21 (Jesus Shows Compassion)

Thursday Psalm 71:1-12 (I Take Refuge in the Lord)

Friday   Psalm 71:13-24 (I Will Proclaim God’s Wondrous Deeds)

Saturday Luke 15:1-10 (God Rejoices When Sinners Repent)

Sunday Luke 15:11-24 (A Rebellious Son Restored)



Lesson # Month #, 2017

Christ Creates Holy Living

Lesson Scripture: Galatians 5:18–6:10
Print: Same

Key Verses: The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generos-
ity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things.                                     

Galatians 5:22-23 (NRSV)

4

LUKE 15:11-24 (NRSV)
 11 Then Jesus said, “There was a man who 
had two sons.
 12 The younger of them said to his father, ‘Fa-
ther, give me the share of the property that will 
belong to me.’ So he divided his property be-
tween them.
 13 A few days later the younger son gathered 
all he had and traveled to a distant country, and 
there he squandered his property in dissolute liv-
ing.

14 When he had spent everything, a severe 
famine took place throughout that country, and 
he began to be in need.
 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of 
the citizens of that country, who sent him to his 
fields to feed the pigs.
 16 He would gladly have filled himself with the 
pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave 
him anything.
 17 But when he came to himself he said, ‘How 
many of my father’s hired hands have bread 
enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hun-
ger!
 18 I will get up and go to my father, and I will 
say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and before you;
 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; 
treat me like one of your hired hands.”’
 20 So he set off and went to his father. But 
while he was still far off, his father saw him and 
was filled with compassion; he ran and put his 
arms around him and kissed him.
 21 Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son.’

LUKE 15:11-24 (KJV)
11 And he said, A certain man had two sons:

 12 And the younger of them said to his father, 
Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth 
to me. And he divided unto them his living.
 13 And not many days after the younger son 
gathered all together, and took his journey into a 
far country, and there wasted his substance with 
riotous living.

14 And when he had spent all, there arose a 
mighty famine in that land; and he began to be 
in want.
 15 And he went and joined himself to a citizen 
of that country; and he sent him into his fields to 
feed swine.
 16 And he would fain have filled his belly with 
the husks that the swine did eat: and no man 
gave unto him.
 17 And when he came to himself, he said, 
How many hired servants of my father’s have 
bread enough and to spare, and I perish with 
hunger!
 18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say 
unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, 
and before thee,
 19 And am no more worthy to be called thy 
son: make me as one of thy hired servants.
 20 And he arose, and came to his father. But 
when he was yet a great way off, his father saw 
him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on 
his neck, and kissed him.
 21 And the son said unto him, Father, I have 
sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am 
no more worthy to be called thy son.

The Prodigal Son
Lesson Scripture: Luke 15:11-32
Focus Scripture: Luke 15:11-24

Key Verse: “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son.’” Luke 15:21(NRSV)

Lesson  1 March 5, 2023
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KEY TERMS

• Parable – The Greek meaning is to
place alongside. In the Old Testament
it was considered non-proverbial
wisdom; a story, with allegorical
methods, used to convey moral and
religious principles.

• Prodigal –
Wastefully
extravagant; a
person who is lavish
of his or her money
and possessions;
modern
interpretations have
altered the definition
to mean one who
wanders away and
then returns.

INTRODUCTION

The story of the
prodigal son is well 
known. However, does 
the title completely 
characterize the depth 
of this parable? What 
is truly at the heart of 
this tale? Does this 
parable simply reflect 

the reckless lifestyle of an unappreciative 
and immature young man, who leaves the 
blessings of his family and loving father, 
to squander and waste his inheritance? 
Is the lesson about the need for good 
stewardship, humility, and repentance? 
Is this narrative imploring readers who 

have benefitted from 
their privilege, to 
recognize the strong 
forgiving hand of God 
in their lives? It warns 
the reader to resist 
temptations that lead 
to ingratitude. This 
story presents these 
themes and more. It is 
about the father who 
has a deep enduring 
love for his son. It is 
the tale of someone 
who looks past the 
hurt and pain inflicted 
by a loved one, and 
the parental enduring 
love that is willing to 
forgive. In fact, this is 
a love story. It is about 
a wayward child who 
receives unimaginable 
love and forgiveness. 
Yet it is also about the 

 22 But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, 
bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on 
him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his 
feet.
 23 And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us 
eat and celebrate;
 24 for this son of mine was dead and is alive 
again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began 
to celebrate.”

 22 But the father said to his servants, Bring 
forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a 
ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet:
 23 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; 
and let us eat, and be merry:
 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive 
again; he was lost, and is found. And they began 
to be merry.

Lesson  1 March 5, 2023

This story is about 
the father who has a 

deep enduring love for 
his son. It is the tale of 
someone who looks 

past the hurt and pain 
inflicted by a loved 

one, and the parental 
enduring love that is 

willing to forgive. In fact, 
this is a love story.
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people surrounding the lost son and 
his father. It is a lesson about learning 
from another’s mistakes and remaining 
humble, ensuring that the onlooker would 
not commit the same atrocity. This story 
provides a lesson for anyone. From the 
wealthy father to the servants, to each of 
the sons, the foolish behavior of one son 
becomes the lesson of love for an entire 
community. 

The story of the prodigal son offers all 
these lessons to the reader. It embraces 
the complex challenges 
that face communities, 
who experience 
dramatic tensions and 
riffs in families that 
often are witnessed by 
others. Jesus teaches 
this wise proverbial 
parable to not only his 
disciples, but to any of 
God’s children. As he 
narrates the love of this 
father for both sons, he 
illustrates God’s desire 
that all his children 
can be reconciled 
to the family of God. 
This famous and thought-provoking 
story enables anyone to consider his or 
her potential fall from grace as well as 
reexamine forgiveness as the means to 
restore broken relationships. 

TELLING THE BIBLE STORY

The 15th chapter of Luke begins with 
Jesus teaching a collection of parables 
to observers, who are described as tax 

collectors and sinners. The text notes 
that the Pharisees and scribes are also 
present, and critically object to Jesus’ 
interaction with these people. As a result, 
Jesus uses this as an opportunity to 
teach about God’s redemptive love, and 
his intention to save lost souls. The first 
two parables of the lost coin and the lost 
sheep establish the common theme of 
losing something that is valuable. They 
confront his critics to self-assess whether 
they would also seek what they had lost. 

Therefore, the third 
parable of the two sons 
illustrates that the same 
situation is often found 
in human relationships. 
From the beginning, 
the father is portrayed 
as loving and sensitive 
to the younger son’s 
impatient desire for 
more out of life. The 
backdrop of an older 
and more committed 
son is given credence 
as an example of those 
who have not fallen to 
the temptations of the 
world. The younger 

son’s life begins to unravel due to the 
hardships of a famine, which illustrates 
the realities of life. Unwise decisions can 
quickly turn one’s fortune to despair. The 
use of the phrase “came to himself” is the 
recognition that humans often will realize 
that the grass is not greener on the other 
side. The son’s acknowledgement of his 
mistake leads to his return to the father, 
to do any job, without complaint. This 

Unwise 
decisions can 

quickly turn one’s 
fortune to despair.

Lesson  1 March 5, 2023
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is a symbol of a sinner’s remorse and 
repentance. The scripture suggests that 
the father saw the boy at distance, an 
indication that he was hopeful that one 
day his child would return. Therefore, the 
father receives his child with open arms. 
The reconciliation of the lost son is now 
compared to the shepherd who seeks to 
find his lost sheep, or the woman who 
searches anxiously for her valuable coin. 
Although there are still treasures with 
the woman and the shepherd, there will 
always be a desire to 
find what was lost and 
return it home. 

 SANKOFA

“There is always 
something left to love. 
And if you ain’t learned 
that, you ain’t learned 
nothing.” – Lorraine 
Hansberry from A 
Raisin in the Sun

A Raisin in the Sun 
is a classic fictional 
story of an African 
American family living 
in the south side of Chicago in the early 
1960s. This classic drama tells the 
troubling conditions of the community 
through the eyes of each member of the 
Younger family, who each seek hope and 
happiness through a more prosperous 
life. The struggles of this family were 
common. The matriarch’s recent loss 
of her husband opens an opportunity 
for some financial relief through an 
anticipated insurance check. Like many 

black people, this family is searching 
for the American dream, whether it is a 
home, a business venture, or becoming 
a doctor. Tensions rise, however, as the 
older son continues to pressure his mother 
for a piece of his late father’s insurance 
payout, to invest into a liquor store. His 
obsession to improve his life clouds his 
judgment and ignores the impact that his 
high-risk endeavor has on himself and 
the other family members. Meanwhile, 
his sister, Beneatha, watches the 

actions of her brother. 
Although she claims to 
be more responsible, 
she reveals her own 
immature weaknesses, 
resentment, and pride. 

The same problems 
arise in the story of 
the prodigal son. The 
younger son becomes 
restless with his current 
state of life. Although he 
has far more privileges 
than others, his desire is 
to take ownership of his 
inheritance and make 
his own decisions. He 

seeks the immediate gratification that is 
found in a world of sin. His irresponsible 
behavior leads to him exhausting his 
inheritance and living in the wallows 
of a pig pen. The son, Walter Lee, in 
Raisin has a brief moment of happiness, 
believing that the funds he has taken from 
his father’s insurance would surely lead 
to a prosperous life. When he realizes 
the funds were stolen from him, he 

He seeks the 
immediate gratification 
that is found in a world 
of sin. His irresponsible 
behavior leads to him 

exhausting his inheritance 
and living in the wallows 

of a pig pen. 

Lesson  1 March 5, 2023
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wallows in an emotional state of self-pity 
and shame. His guilt overwhelms him, 
and he lowers himself to accept that he is 
not good enough to live in a white man’s 
neighborhood. He prepares himself to 
accept a payoff, if necessary, to correct 
the wrongs of his sin. But every action that 
Ruth, aka “Mamma” Younger, took, was 
a sign of her love for her family. The story 
concludes with the mamma revealing the 
necessity of love, even towards those 
who have betrayed those closest to 
them. Despite all the 
wrongs that Walter Lee 
Younger had done, his 
mother recognized his 
pain, forgave him, and 
led her family to claim 
their new home.

The scripture 
lesson of the prodigal 
son reminds us of the 
Christian responsibility 
to love and forgive. It is 
those whose greatest 
pain is self-inflicted that 
need the greatest love 
from others. Through 
God’s love, we are 
redeemed from the hurt 
and shame, and find a 
way to become whole again.

CASE STUDY

The story of the prodigal son may 
be more common than we think. The 
definition of prodigal leads us to two 
different interpretations. The first definition 
is of a wanderer, or someone who has 
gone astray. This concept can be seen 

in the modern-day church. According to 
recent research released by the Pew 
Research Center, there has been a 
steady decline in the number of persons 
in the United States who believe in God, 
as well as a decline in those who affiliate 
with organized religion. The recent report 
states that three-in-ten U.S. adults are 
affiliated with a religious institution. In 
addition, the number of adults who self-
identify as Christians has declined from 
75% of the population recorded ten years 

ago, to 63% in 2021. 
Not only have people 
become discontent in 
their faith, but there is 
also a trend upward 
in reckless lifestyles. 
Many believe this 
is contributing to 
an increase in gun 
violence and opioid 
use and addictions. 
A new report by the 
Council on Criminal 
Justice tracks that in 
2021, the homicide 
rate rose by 5 percent. 
This was an increase, 
but by a much smaller 
margin than in 2020, 

when homicides rose by 29 percent. Yet, 
unlike the scripture reading, people are 
not quickly recognizing the benefits of 
returning to their religious roots. In fact, 
this may be part of the problem. Many 
people do not have those roots. 

The causes for religious disaffiliation 
are often blamed on the assumption that 
there is a growing population of a younger 

Lesson  1 March 5, 2023

Through God’s love, 
we are redeemed from 

the hurt and shame, 
and find a way to 

become whole again.
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generation that aspires to a different set of 
values. However, according to research, 
this is not entirely accurate. According to 
the Survey Center for American Life, there 
is new evidence that the traditional belief 
of generationally driven dissatisfaction 
with authority and traditional views as the 
cause for the decline in church affiliation 
does not reflect the complete story. 
Instead, studies indicate that young adults 
today have had entirely different religious 
and social experiences than previous 
generations. Many parents of Millennials 
and Generation Z did less to encourage 
regular participation in formal worship 
services. Parents and guardians did less 
to model religious behaviors for their 
children than previous generations had 
done. Consequently, childhood religious 
activities that were once common, such 
as saying grace, have become more of 
the exception than the norm. Children 
are given more options for activities on 
what was once considered the sacred 
Sabbath day. 

If this is true, prodigal sons and 
daughters were not really rooted in 
the church to begin with. Instead, their 
experiences may have been intermittent, 
seasonal, or simply for special occasions. 
Unless they have experienced the 
blessings and love that God the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit offer in fellowship 
with a church community, younger souls 
may not realize what they have missed. 
The case for reconciliation, however, is 
not lost. Instead of reflecting simply on 
the scripture that speaks of the son’s 
return, the modern version focuses on 
the parent’s vigilant search. As the text 

points out, the father saw his son from a 
distance. No matter how far the children 
wander off, the parents must be willing to 
seek them out, and welcome them home. 

LIFE APPLICATION

Parents face many challenges raising 
children in the complex world in which we 
live. Young people are exposed to greater 
risks and compromising situations today. 
The modern world offers easy access 
to social media platforms, which enable 
young people to witness inappropriate 
content. Exposing children to sound 
moral principles is available through 
strong Christian communities that 
promote Bible studies, church schools, 
and spiritually empowering activities. 
These are crucial options for rising 
generations. In addition, adults may also 
be lured into promiscuous behavior that 
can impact homes and families. The 
church must remain relevant to address 
these issues, with sound teaching and 
a place for healing and reconciliation. 
The Christian community should always 
remain a place of refuge for those who 
seek to return to a loving and supportive 
environment. Furthermore, the church 
must demonstrate the same compassion 
and forgiveness that is seen by the father 
of the prodigal son. After Peter denied 
knowing Jesus on the night he was 
betrayed, Jesus still stretched his arms 
wide to die on the cross for Peter and all 
of humanity. Those arms are stretched 
wide to receive every lost soul, including 
yours. 
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HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS

March 6-March 12

Monday Matthew 15:21-28 (Jesus Heals a Gentile Girl)

Tuesday Matthew 19:13-22 (Let the Little Children Come)

Wednesday Proverbs 1:7-16 (Learn Wisdom, My Child)

Thursday Deuteronomy 4:7-14 (Teach Your Children God’s Laws)

Friday   Jeremiah 1:1-10 (Consecrated from the Womb)

Saturday Matthew 21:12-17 (The Praises of Children)

Sunday Matthew 18:1-9; Mark 10:15 (The Greatest in the Kingdom)

QUESTIONS

1. What are some methods the church
can use to welcome back members
who have not attended church in a
while?

2. Who do you know of, personally
or indirectly, that reminds you of a
prodigal son or daughter? Imagine
the feeling of witnessing that person
being welcomed back into the home
or church. Pray for them and their
families.

CLOSING DEVOTIONS

Closing Hymn or Song of Praise: AME 
Hymn #378 – “Lead Me, Guide Me”

Closing Prayer: A Community Prayer 
for Reconciliation Closing written by Rev. 
Dr. D. Melynda Clarke:

Dear Lord, we would have fainted, 
unless we had believed that we would 
see the goodness of the Lord in the land 
of the living. Our souls cry out in deep 

contrition, recognizing the wrongs each 
of us has done. And so, we look to you, 
Lord, for our refuge. Yet, we realize that 
there are many others who may find 
themselves lost, needing to hear your 
voice of comfort and forgiveness. We join 
the Psalmist who declares, “Wait on the 
Lord; be of good courage, and he shall 
strengthen thine heart” (27:14). This 
fellowship of believers will wait patiently 
in prayer for the Lord to bring back our 
children! We wait for every child who has 
lost their way in this world. We wait for the 
return of those who have forgotten they 
are your children. We wait, and trust that 
you will keep those who foolishly waste 
their time and talents on riotous living. 
As the world rejects those who have lost 
everything, we wait for their return to the 
one who gives all things. We wait, Lord, 
for your sons and daughters to return, 
for our hearts to be reconciled, for our 
families to be made whole. We wait in 
positive expectancy for the celebration of 
every soul that is saved and delivered. 
Hallelujah and amen!
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MATTHEW 18:1-9  (NRSV)
1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus 

and asked, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven?”

2 He called a child, whom he put among 
them,

3 and said, “Truly I tell you, unless you 
change and become like children, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven.

4 Whoever becomes humble like this child is 
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.

5 Whoever welcomes one such child in my 
name welcomes me.

6 If any of you put a stumbling block before 
one of these little ones who believe in me, 
it would be better for you if a great millstone 
were fastened around your neck and you were 
drowned in the depth of the sea.
 7 Woe to the world because of stumbling 
blocks! Occasions for stumbling are bound to 
come, but woe to the one by whom the stumbling 
block comes!
 8 If your hand or your foot causes you to 
stumble, cut it off and throw it away; it is better 
for you to enter life maimed or lame than to have 
two hands or two feet and to be thrown into the 
eternal fire.
 9 And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear 
it out and throw it away; it is better for you to 
enter life with one eye than to have two eyes 
and to be thrown into the hell of fire.”

MATTHEW 18:1-9 (KJV)
1 At the same time came the disciples unto 

Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the king-
dom of heaven?

2 And Jesus called a little child unto him, and 
set him in the midst of them,

3 And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye 
be converted, and become as little children, ye 
shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.

4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself 
as this little child, the same is greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven.
 5 And whoso shall receive one such little 
child in my name receiveth me.

6 But whoso shall offend one of these little 
ones which believe in me, it were better for him 
that a millstone were hanged about his neck, 
and that he were drowned in the depth of the 
sea.
 7 Woe unto the world because of offences! 
for it must needs be that offences come; but 
woe to that man by whom the offence cometh!
 8 Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend 
thee, cut them off, and cast them from thee: it is 
better for thee to enter into life halt or maimed, 
rather than having two hands or two feet to be 
cast into everlasting fire.
 9 And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, 
and cast it from thee: it is better for thee to en-
ter into life with one eye, rather than having two 
eyes to be cast into hell fire.

A Child Is Greatest in the Kingdom
Lesson Scripture: Matthew 18:1-9; Mark 10:15
Focus Scripture: Matthew 18:1-9

Key Verse: “Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” 
Matthew 18:4 (NRSV)

Lesson 2 March 12, 2023
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KEY TERMS

• Millstones – Stones used in ancient
times to grind grain, olives, or seeds.
consisted of two stones: one stationary
at the base and the second one moved
for grinding at the top. The idea of
placing the apparatus around one’s
neck conveys the excessive weight
and burden one would carry.

• Maim – To mutilate, cripple, or disable;
a person in the Bible
who experienced
this at birth would 
remain disfigured 
and be defenseless 
throughout their life.

INTRODUCTION

It is counterintuitive 
in our society for a 
humble person who 
avoids attention 
and resists being 
credited for his or her 
accomplishments, to 
be classified as one 
who is great. Greatness 
is associated with 
one who is popular, 
strong, out in front. People associated 
with greatness are considered older, and 
therefore wiser and stronger. They are the 
ones who hold a high status with honors 
and an extensive list of achievements. 
Some historical figures have had the 
term “great” even associated with their 
names. We know of a few like the Great 
Gatsby, Alexander the Great, Ramesses 

II “The Great” of Egypt, Cyrus “The 
Great” of Persia, and Charlemagne, 
also known as “Charles the Great.” 
Being considered better than others may 
appear to be friendly competition, but 
it can also lead to the dangerous sin of 
pride. It is in the quarrels and conflict of 
pride that resentment and envy arise. 
Hearts become hardened and minds turn 
to revenge. Therefore, Jesus warned 
the disciples to avoid being considered 

greater than their peers. 
Jesus teaches them of 
a new understanding 
of greatness. As Jesus’ 
ministry continues to 
grow, the disciples 
believe that they are 
preparing for the 
reinstatement of the 
Israelite nation. They 
begin to position 
themselves in a place 
of status next to their 
teacher. Jesus informs 
them that no one can 
be considered great 
unless they are able to 
see the world through 
the eyes of children. 
They must be willing to 

show the love and caring for every child, 
and thus recognize the love that God 
has for the children of Israel. As Jesus 
takes a child onto his lap, he uses the 
opportunity to show that greatness is not 
about power and wealth, but instead it 
is about love and compassion. Only this 
type of response, would make anyone 
great. On the other hand, those who do 
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As Jesus takes a 
child onto his lap, he 

uses the opportunity to 
show that greatness is 
not about power and 
wealth, but instead 
it is about love and 

compassion. 
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harm to God’s children, will face dire 
consequences from the Father. The 
instruction to love others is intentionally 
followed by a warning. Those who agree 
to follow the Lord but fail to see love at 
the core, will suffer in the end. Those 
who hear this message would certainly 
be compelled to heed these words. 

TELLING THE BIBLE STORY

The gospel writer 
presents this lesson 
with Jesus responding 
to a question: Who 
is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven? 
The question may have 
been posed to clarify 
the true understanding 
of Jesus as the 
Messiah. Yet, Jesus 
does not stumble into 
a narration of his own 
power or greatness, 
instead he brings a child 
to him as a means to 
teach on the character 
of humility. Matthew 
ensures that of primary 
importance is that a person is converted, 
changed, transformed into a believer 
of this new gospel. This conversion 
process leads a believer to take on a new 
perception, one in which common social 
contexts are no longer valid. Instead of 
power and position determining a person’s 
greatness, their status is elevated based 
on their willingness to be humbled. Jesus 
declares a new type of believer, one who 

is like a child. A childlike posture is one that 
suggests innocence which appropriately 
compliments a humble spirit. Children 
are teachable, willing to learn, and follow 
their guardian. This analogy effectively 
illustrates the responsibilities of every 
disciple who commits to follow Jesus. 
Those who accept the calling are required 
to receive instructions that will mold 
them into a strong teacher themselves. 

However, Jesus warns 
them of the potential 
consequences that 
pride and arrogance 
would cause. He 
uses the concept of a 
millstone, a two-part 
block of stone used to 
grind grain. Such an 
apparatus around one’s 
neck would not only 
drown the individual but 
cause them to break 
their neck with every 
effort to be set free. 
For those who state 
they would never harm 
a child, but entertain 
harmful thoughts, 

is equally called to be accountable. 
Jesus illustrates that even thoughts of 
misdeeds, which are signs of weakness 
and temptation, are not allowed. If there 
is any area of one’s body that causes 
them to be weak, it is best to be without 
it all together. This stern teaching is 
obviously intended to give the disciples 
and others present the understanding 
of the sacrifices that must be made as 

Jesus declares a 
new type of believer, 

one who is like a 
child. A childlike 

posture is one that 
suggests innocence 
which appropriately 

compliments a humble 
spirit.
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a follower. The eternal blessing of being 
a citizen of heaven is intended for those 
who embrace a humble life, committed 
to serve others, and are unwavering in 
one’s faith and determination to be true 
to the Lord. 

SANKOFA

The Black and Missing Foundation, 
Inc. (BAMFI) is a non-profit organization 
whose mission is to bring awareness to 
missing persons of color. Society has 
historically failed to 
give the same attention 
to minorities who are 
reported missing that 
is traditionally applied 
to Caucasians. Cases 
of missing black people 
remain unresolved four 
times longer than those 
of white people. Due 
to the slow response 
that often results from 
the report of a missing 
person who is black, 
Hispanic, or Native 
American, the BAMFI 
provides a platform 
to provide a broader exposure of the 
missing person to the public. The BAMFI 
provides vital resources and tools to 
missing person’s families and friends. The 
Foundation also educates the minority 
community on personal safety. Black and 
Missing is a four-part HBO documentary 
series by Geeta Gandbhir, a recipient of 
multiple Emmy awards, in partnership 
with award-winning documentarian, 
journalist, author, and activist Soledad 

O’Brien. The HBO series looks through 
the lenses of sisters-in-law and Black and 
Missing Foundation founders, Derrica 
and Natalie Wilson. These sisters in the 
spirit reveal their determination to bring 
to light cases of black missing persons 
that have gone unnoticed due to the 
marginalization by law enforcement and 
disinterest by national media. Black and 
Missing exposes systemic practices, 
behaviors, and attitudes that are a direct 
result of centuries of deeply rooted racism 
and misinformation regarding minority 

populations. The 
series also exposes 
the stark personal pain 
felt by the families left 
behind. This issue of 
black missing persons 
is one in which all 
people of color can 
collectively bring to 
the forefront of today’s 
issues which require 
social change. 

CASE STUDY

Taken from Me: The 
Tiffany Rubin Story is 

a true story regarding a mother whose 
7-year-old son was abducted by his father
from his home in Queens, NY, and taken
to South Korea to live. Rubin told the
story of the long ordeal to return her child
home. Although she made attempts to get
her son back through U.S. authorities, it
was to no avail. Her hope was renewed
when she received an online anonymous
tip on her Myspace page. The tip told her
the location of her son, Kobe, in Korea.

This issue of black 
missing persons is one 
in which all people of 
color can collectively 

bring to the forefront of 
today’s issues which 

require social change. 
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Rubin sought the aid of the American 
Association for Lost Children founder, 
Mark Miller, but she was so emotionally 
battered by her previous efforts to find 
Kobe, she didn’t accept his assistance. 
During a TV interview on Good Morning, 
America, Rubin stated “I really felt 
hopeless for a long time almost to the 
point where I didn’t accept Mark’s help 
because I was afraid. I had been so 
disappointed and then God spoke to my 
heart and said, ‘Let him help you.’”

Miller and Rubin 
designed a plan, which 
took months to craft. 
They decided to travel 
after an extended 
school break to ensure 
Kobe would be at 
school when they went 
to retrieve him.

On March 23, Rubin 
took a 15-hour flight to 
South Korea and met 
with the tipster. That 
person, whose name 
remains anonymous, 
told her how she would 
be able to enter the school unnoticed. 
Rubin discreetly got her son’s attention 
and quietly escorted him away from the 
school. Through the assistance of others, 
they were able to bring Kobe home to 
the U.S. Their incredible story was later 
made into a film by Lifeline and can be 
watched on YouTube. 

LIFE APPLICATION
As we watch the troubling incidents 

of child abductions, we cannot help but 
relate to the pain and suffering of the 
parents who struggle to recover their 
children. Parents and others who hold 
strong bonds to these children are gripped 
with fear that their child might be harmed. 
Therefore, when Jesus uses children as 
the standard for discipleship, we are also 
reminded of every adult’s responsibility 
to this vulnerable population. Whether 

a parent or not, the 
thought of children 
being harmed is 
unsettling and can bring 
the strongest person 
to their knees. Having 
a heart for children 
encourages us to love 
those who need us the 
most. It also reminds 
us that we are all God’s 
children. God calls all of 
us to have that spirit of 
humility in our daily walk 
with him. Jesus walked 
through the region, he 
felt the sorrow and pain 

of the people. Jesus was both human and 
divine, so he humbled himself to be with 
the least and the lost. Jesus modeled the 
humility that all disciples should have. Life 
as a believer in Jesus the Christ means 
that we take on the same humble posture 
as our redeemer. Our goal is to protect 
and defend those who cannot protect 
themselves. Jesus teaches us that our 
reward is to find greatness in humility, 
thereby finding our reward in heaven. 

Through the 
assistance of others, 

they were able to bring 
Kobe home to the U.S. 
Their incredible story 
was later made into a 
film by Life and can be 
watched on YouTube.
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QUESTIONS

1. What examples have you seen of true
humility by believers in Jesus Christ?

2. How can the church be intentional
about watching over those who cannot
care for themselves?

CLOSING DEVOTIONS

Closing Hymn or Song of Praise: AME 
Hymn #54 – “A Mighty Fortress Is Our 
God”

Closing Prayer: Dear God, Lord of 
heaven, protector and sustainer of all 
creation, we come with humble hearts, 
confessing our shortcomings, and praying 

for your forgiveness. We look to our 
savior, Jesus the Christ, to continuously 
teach us how to live and how to love. Let 
our hearts be open to care for the sick and 
the downtrodden. Give us the patience to 
see each person’s value and advocate 
for their rights to live. Let our eyes see 
through the eyes of Jesus, to recognize 
each of us as unique children of God and 
collective citizens of your kingdom. And 
may our hearts and minds be content in 
knowing that you love each of us as your 
children and gave your life so that we can 
live. Thank you, Lord, for your steadfast 
love for us. In the unmatched name of 
Jesus, we pray. Amen. 

Written by Rev. Dr. D. Melynda Clarke

HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS

March 13-March 19

Monday John 7:37-43 (Rivers of Living Water)

Tuesday 2 Kings 17:24-34 (Worship God Alone)

Wednesday Ezra 4:1-8, 11b-16 (Handling Opposition to God’s Plan)

Thursday Isaiah 44:1-8 (Water on a Thirsty Land)

Friday  John 4:1-15 (Jesus Offers Living Water)

Saturday John 4:16-26 (Worship in Spirit and Truth)

Sunday John 4:27-29, 31-42 (Jesus the Savior of the World)



17

JOHN 4:7-15, 28-30, 39-41 (NRSV)
John 4:7-15

 7  A Samaritan woman came to draw water, 
and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.”
 8 (His disciples had gone to the city to buy 
food.)

9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How 
is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman 
of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in com-
mon with Samaritans.)
 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift 
of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give 
me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he 
would have given you living water.”
 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no 
bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get 
that living water?
 12 Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, 
who gave us the well, and with his sons and his 
flocks drank from it?”
 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of 
this water will be thirsty again,
 14 but those who drink of the water that I will 
give them will never be thirsty. The water that I 
will give will become in them a spring of water 
gushing up to eternal life.”
 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this 
water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to 
keep coming here to draw water.”

28-30
 28 Then the woman left her water jar and went 
back to the city. She said to the people,
 29 “Come and see a man who told me every-
thing I have ever done! He cannot be the Messi-
ah, can he?”
 30 They left the city and were on their way to 
him.

JOHN 4:7-15, 28-30, 39-41 (KJV)
John 4:7-15

 7 There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw 
water: Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink.
 8 (For his disciples were gone away unto the 
city to buy meat.)

9 Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, 
How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink 
of me, which am a woman of Samaria? for the 
Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.
 10 Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou 
knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith 
to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have 
asked of him, and he would have given thee liv-
ing water.
 11 The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast 
nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: from 
whence then hast thou that living water?
 12 Art thou greater than our father Jacob, 
which gave us the well, and drank thereof him-
self, and his children, and his cattle?
 13 Jesus answered and said unto her, Whoso-
ever drinketh of this water shall thirst again:
 14 But whosoever drinketh of the water that 
I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water 
that I shall give him shall be in him a well of wa-
ter springing up into everlasting life.
 15 The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me 
this water, that I thirst not, neither come hither to 
draw.

28-30
 28 The woman then left her waterpot, and 
went her way into the city, and saith to the men,
 29 Come, see a man, which told me all things 
that ever I did: is not this the Christ?
 30 Then they went out of the city, and came 
unto him.

Jesus Talks with a Samaritan Woman
Lesson Scripture: John 4:1-42
Focus Scripture: John 4:7-15, 28-30, 39-41

Key Verse: Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, 
“He told me everything I have ever done.” John 4:39 (NRSV)

Lesson 3 March 19, 2023
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KEY TERMS

• Messiah – In Judaism, the expected
king of the Davidic line who would
deliver Israel from foreign bondage
and restore the glories of its golden
age. The term, Christ, became more
commonly used as the understanding
of Jesus as the Messiah, and it
incorporates an eschatological 
understanding of eternal life, rather
than a political desire for an earthly
kingdom.

• Samaritan – An ethnic group of people
that remained in Israel following the
Assyrian conquest in 721 B.C. Their
doctrine for Judaism differed from the
Jews who returned from exile in the 5th

century. This along with intermarrying
with non-Jews, led to a bitter rift
between Samaritans and Jews.

INTRODUCTION

There is nothing more intriguing in 
the chronicles of Jesus’ ministry than 
the encounter he had with the Samaritan 
woman. Throughout the gospels, Jesus 
sees the suffering of people and heals 
many along the way. In some cases, 
Jesus is met by an interceding family 
member, who asks him to come and heal 
their sick child or servant. Those who were 

blessed to hear Jesus’ teaching usually 
experienced it among a crowd of others. 
This would occur along with witnessing 
the healing of those with diverse 
diseases, and other physical and mental 
infirmities. In some cases, they would 
see great signs and wonders of the dead 
being raised. But John’s gospel account 
of Jesus passing through Samaria is 
different. Physically fatigued from his 
own travels, Jesus stops at Jacob’s well. 
At that very moment, a woman comes to 
draw water. She is able bodied. She is 
neither blind nor deaf, and quite capable 
of drawing water from the deep well as 
well as carry it back to her home. This 
was not a person in a crowd, nor a person 
seeking out the Lord. In addition, it does 
not appear to be a chance meeting. Jesus 
appears to know that this woman would 
arrive, and so he requests water from her. 
This petition to the woman led to a much 
deeper conversation surrounding the 
differences between one’s physical and 
spiritual health. Jesus tells the woman 
about her entire life, her past marriages, 
and her current relationship. He identifies 
the flaws that most people have in seeking 
physical satisfaction, while still being 
spiritually deprived. By stating that the 
water she drew from Jacob’s well would 
only temporarily satisfy her, he revealed 
the yearning that the woman had for so 

Lesson  3 March 19, 2023

39-41
 39 Many Samaritans from that city believed in 
him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told 
me everything I have ever done.”
 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they 
asked him to stay with them; and he stayed 
there two days.
 41 And many more believed because of his 
word.

39-41
 39 And many of the Samaritans of that city 
believed on him for the saying of the woman, 
which testified, He told me all that ever I did.
 40 So when the Samaritans were come unto 
him, they besought him that he would tarry with 
them: and he abode there two days.
 41 And many more believed because of his 
own word;
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much more. Despite physical water’s life-
giving quality which is needed by every 
living creature, it would never be enough. 
Physical thirst would return. The physical 
needs of the body will continue to seek 
further nutrients, but 
there is a way to be 
replenished spiritually. 
The living water of 
God’s Spirit through 
Jesus the Christ gives 
eternal life. This woman 
recognized that Jesus 
may be the Messiah. 
Her conviction was not 
in physical healing, 
but the healing he 
performed in her soul. 
She runs to tell others, 
as her hope is renewed, 
and her spiritual thirst 
is quenched. 

TELLING THE BIBLE 
STORY

According to 
historical records, 
the path Jesus took 
to Samaria was a 
common one. Yet the 
author intended for the 
reader to understand 
that there was a divine 
compulsion that led Jesus to Jacob’s well 
that day. His path led him through the 
village of Sychar (modern Askar), close 
to land purchased by Jacob and believed 
later given by him to Joseph. Most 
believe that Jesus intentionally selected 
this unnamed Samaritan woman to be 
a messenger of a new life-giving water. 
Despite the historical prejudice that Jews 

had towards Samaritans, Jesus speaks 
to her and requests water. Jews in the 
first century thought it inappropriate 
for a rabbi to talk to a woman (v. 27). 
Furthermore, there was a history of 

tension between Jews 
and Samaritans. Jews 
were always uncertain 
that Samaritans had 
properly observed the 
purity laws. Therefore, 
Jews would not use 
vessels in common with 
Samaritans. 

Jesus changes 
the subject (v.16) to 
reveal his knowledge 
about the woman’s 
marital history, and 
her present unmarried 
relationship (vs. 17-
18). Impressed at his 
prophetic knowledge, 
she raised the main 
question that divided 
Jews and Samaritans, 
which was whether 
Jerusalem or Mount 
Gerazim was the right 
place to worship God 
(vs. 19-20). Once again 
Jesus deepened the 
discussion (vs. 21-24). 

If it were simply a matter of deciding 
the place and manner of worship, then 
Jesus would have obviously said the 
Jewish way was right. But he responds 
with a spiritual explanation. The worship 
in which God and humanity find a true 
union is in Jesus, who is the Messiah. 
He informs her that God is seeking these 
authentic worshippers who believe in 

Despite physical 
water’s life-giving 

quality which is needed 
by every living creature, 

it would never be 
enough. Physical thirst 

would return. The 
physical needs of the 
body will continue to 

seek further nutrients, 
but there is a way to be 
replenished spiritually. 

The living water of 
God’s Spirit through 

Jesus the Christ gives 
eternal life.
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Jesus as Christ.

For once in her life, this woman is not 
judged by her ancestry or lifestyle. She has 
been offered a different type of healing, 
the healing of her soul. The discussion 
ignites a renewed hope within her that 
Jesus must be the Messiah. She is no 
longer a water bearer, but has become 
an evangelist, sharing the opportunity 
for others to receive this living water. 
This encounter was intended not to heal 
one woman, but to change the hearts 
of many. Despite the woman’s initial 
apprehension of who 
he was, she followed 
his explanations all 
the way to acceptance 
of him as Christ. She 
becomes a paradigm 
of faith, with only one 
thing left to do. She 
drops her waterpot and 
tells the other villagers. 
Others are attracted to 
the woman’s testimony 
about Jesus and 
believe for themselves 
that he was the savior 
of the world, and not 
simply of the Jews. As 
Jesus remained in the 
village, the account of 
her testimony and his further teaching 
resulted in the broader acceptance and 
response by Samaritans, that Jesus was 
the Christ.

SANKOFA

He who wants to cross a river must not be 
afraid of getting wet. – Zambian proverb

A closer look at the story of the 
Samaritan woman at the well, as well as 
other Bible stories, compels many readers 
to believe that even the worst systemic 
issues in life can change. Some would 
say that things will never change. Some 
would say that that’s just the way things 
are. Some would say that opportunities 
don’t come around for some people 
and that some are always destined to 
be marginalized and oppressed. There 
are people who will believe that there is 
no hope for their neighborhoods. Their 
communities will always be considered 

negatively. These are 
the voices of people 
who are afraid to cross 
the river to the other 
side. They may be 
afraid to believe that 
they can make it. Some 
would even suggest 
that the water will pull 
them down before 
they get to the other 
side. Yet, the proverb 
teaches us that one 
must first pursue the 
thought that there may 
be even a slight chance 
in what you believe. 
Like the Samaritan 

woman who dropped her water jar and 
ran to her village, she asked, “Could this 
be the one?”  Life presents these same 
opportunities to see hope again. Is this 
the moment you’ve been waiting for, the 
chance of a lifetime, a glimmer of hope 
in the midst of darkness? Should I try 
to get to the other side, and see? The 
African proverb suggests that one must 
sometimes take the chance, even if the 
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A closer look at the 
story of the Samaritan 

woman at the well, 
as well as other Bible 
stories, compels many 
readers to believe that 

even the worst systemic 
issues in life can 

change. 
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water is very deep. Swim to the other 
side. Who knows what is waiting there 
for you? 

CASE STUDY

Florence Spearing was born in South 
Carolina in 1866 to one of the few free 
black families in that state during the Civil 
War. At an early age, while living with her 
family in Charleston, Florence was active 
in the Methodist Episcopal Church. In 
Jersey City she became affiliated with 
the African Methodist 
Episcopal Zion (AMEZ) 
Church as a Sunday 
school teacher and 
youth class leader. After 
the war she became a 
dressmaker. 

In 1885, she visited 
her older sisters in 
New Jersey, where 
she discovered that 
dressmaking was a 
profitable enterprise, 
resulting in her 
relocation to Jersey 
City. The following 
year she married Hugh 
Randolph, a cook in 
the dining car service 
of Pullman Company. 
Soon afterwards, she 
set up her own dressmaking business in 
their Jersey City home. The couple had 
one child. Sadly, her husband died in 
1913.

She would not remain a dressmaker 
for long, however. The twin fervor of 
her Christian faith coupled with an 

unquenchable desire to right social 
wrongs soon made Randolph a towering 
figure in New Jersey’s religious, social, 
and political arenas. Reverend Randolph 
carried her prophetic ministry and 
missionary work into the social concerns 
that faced women as well as the African 
American people. She was ordained a 
deacon in the African Methodist Episcopal 
Zion (AMEZ) Church in 1901 and then 
an elder in 1903. Reverend Randolph 
went on to pastor five churches. For 25 

years Rev. Randolph 
was president of the 
Woman’s Home and 
Foreign Missionary 
Society of the New 
Jersey Conference. 
She was general 
president for four years.

For the first two 
decades of the 20th 
Century, Randolph 
worked in a variety 
of churches in New 
York and New Jersey, 
gaining a reputation as 
a powerful preacher and 
advocate. She became 
active in the Woman’s 
Christian Temperance 
Union and organized 
the New Jersey State 

Federation of Colored Women’s Clubs, 
which she served as president for 12 
years. From 1922 to 1924 Randolph 
traveled throughout Liberia and the Gold 
Coast preaching and gaining knowledge 
of the AMEZ foreign mission, particularly 
the educational, health, and service 
needs in Africa. When she returned, she 
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She would not remain 
a dressmaker for long, 

however. The twin 
fervor of her Christian 
faith coupled with an 
unquenchable desire 
to right social wrongs 
soon made Randolph 
a towering figure in 

New Jersey’s religious, 
social, and political 

arenas. 
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brought home an African girl home named 
Charity Zumala. Charity was educated at 
Summit High School and graduated with 
honors.

In 1926 Randolph became the first 
black woman to enroll in Drew University 
and the first woman to be awarded an 
honorary Doctor of Divinity degree from 
Livingstone College in North Carolina.

Randolph is fondly 
remembered as the 
pastor of Wallace 
Chapel AME Zion 
Church in Summit, 
New Jersey, where 
she pastored from 
1925 to 1946. The 
church experienced 
tremendous growth, 
starting with no 
physical building and 
35 members. By the 
time she retired in 
1946, the congregation 
had grown, and a red 
brick chapel had been 
constructed. Reverend 
Randolph was 
committed to spreading 
the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.

LIFE APPLICATION

Often, a person may question past 
decisions in life. The what if question is 
often raised when reflecting on financial 
decisions or relationships. Regardless of 
the choices made in the past, there are 
still opportunities for the future. Those 
opportunities are often revealed when 
encountering Jesus and God’s divine 

plan. Each day is a reminder of the 
past, but also an opportunity to shape 
that day, and future days ahead. The 
greatest hardships of the past can also 
lead to a stronger resolve for the future. 
But one must be willing to step into that 
opportunity and believe there is a greater 
path ahead. The story of the Samaritan 
woman illustrates that Jewish laws 
restricted a rabbi from engaging with her. 

Despite these laws, 
Jesus met her where 
she was. He gave 
her the opportunity to 
receive a refreshing 
spiritual drink of a new 
life through Jesus the 
Christ. All her haunting 
history was erased. But 
she had to be willing to 
receive the message 
he offered, and drink 
of the living water. 
Everyone can drink of 
the living water and 
share this life-giving 
reward to others. Don’t 
get stuck in your past. 
Run forward into a 
better future. 

QUESTIONS

1. Jesus looked beyond
the woman’s ethnicity

and past, but his disciples were 
uncomfortable with this encounter. In 
what areas of ministry can the church 
be more inclusive and open to sharing 
the gospel to others?

2. What groups of people (age, ethnicity,
race, social/economic status) are you

Often, a person 
may question past 

decisions in life. The 
what if question is often 
raised when reflecting 
on financial decisions 

or relationships. 
Regardless of the 

choices made in the 
past, there are still 

opportunities for the 
future.
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less comfortable with sharing your 
faith? Pray that the Holy Spirit will 
guide you in the future. 

CLOSING DEVOTIONS

Closing Hymn or Song of Praise: AME 
Hymn #364 – “My Hope Is Built”

Closing Prayer: Dear Lord Jesus, my 
savior and redeemer, you looked beyond 
my faults and recognized my needs. You 
see the common thread that lies within 
all of us as children of God, created in 
God’s image. Lord, teach us all to love 
our neighbor as ourselves. Teach us to 
realize that the material things of the 

world are fleeting, but your life-giving 
Spirit is eternal. Remind us that you 
gave yourself as a sacrifice so that all 
have access to be reconciled with God 
the Father. Open our eyes to see the 
opportunities to witness to others, to offer 
hope to the hopeless, to give the gift of 
life through a relationship with you. And 
touch our hearts and our minds, that we 
will recognize you along the journey of 
life. When you speak, Lord, we pray that 
we hear your voice, your words, and tell 
others about it. This we pray together in 
Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Written by Rev. Dr. D. Melynda Clarke

HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS

March 20-March 26

Monday James 4:1-10 (Resist the Devil)

Tuesday 2 Corinthians 10:1-6 (The Weapons of Our Warfare)

Wednesday Psalm 106:1-7, 36-41, 47-48 (Lord, Remember Your People)

Thursday Psalm 34:1-15 (Take Refuge in God)

Friday  Numbers 10:29-36 (Let God’s Enemies Be Scattered)

Saturday Mark 5:1-13 (Jesus Sets a Demoniac Free)

Sunday Mark 5:14-20 (Sent to Bear Witness)



Superintendent—And God spake all these words,
saying, I am the Lord thy God, who brought thee
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

School—Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our
hearts to keep this law.

Superintendent—Thou shalt not make unto thy-
self any graven image, nor the likeness of anything
that is in heaven above, or in the earth beneath, or
in the water under the earth: thou shalt not bow
down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the
Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity
of the fathers upon the children unto the third and
fourth generation of them that hate me; and show-
ing mercy unto thousands of them that love me and
keep my commandments.

School—Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our
hearts to keep this law.

Superintendent—Thou shalt not take the name of
the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold
him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.

School—Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our
hearts to keep this law.

Superintendent—Remember the Sabbath Day, to
keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labor and do all thy
work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the
Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou,
nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor
thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that
is within thy gates: for in six days the Lord hath
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in
them is, and rested on the seventh day: wherefore
the Lord blessed the seventh day and hallowed it.

School—Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our
hearts to keep this law.

My soul be on thy guard;
Ten thousand foes arise:

And hosts of sins are pressing hard
To draw thee from the skies.

Superintendent—Honor thy father and thy
mother: that thy days may be long upon the land
which the Lord thy God giveth thee.

School—Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our
hearts to keep this law.

Superintendent—Thou shalt not kill.

School—Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our
hearts to keep this law.

Superintendent—Thou shalt not commit adultery.

School—Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our
hearts to keep this law.

Superintendent—Thou shalt not steal.

School—Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our
hearts to keep this law.

Superintendent—Thou shalt not bear false wit-
ness against thy neighbor.

School—Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our
hearts to keep this law.

Superintendent—Thou shalt not covet thy neigh-
bor’s house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s
wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor
his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is thy neigh-
bor’s.

School—Lord, have mercy upon us, and write
these laws upon our hearts.

Nearer, my God, to thee,
Nearer to thee!

E’en though it be a cross
That raiseth me;

Still all my song shall be,
Nearer, my God, to thee!

Nearer to thee!

Superintendent—Hear what Christ, our Savior,
saith: thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.
This is the first and great Commandment. And the
second is like unto it. Thou shalt love thy neighbor
as thyself. On these two Commandments hang all
the law and the prophets.

All—Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to
the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
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