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Dear Parents,

I feel really blessed to have the opportunity to work with your child this quarter. We will 
explore God’s Word together through these thirteen lessons. My prayer is that your child will 
learn a lot and that the learning will result in his or her having a closer relationship with God.

God is not bound by cultural norms for choosing “best” or “first,” nor are God’s criteria 
met by human striving. This spring quarter continues the overall theme “Chosen, Not Choice,” 
focusing on “Jesus Calls Us.”

Unit I, “Jesus Loves Everyone,” is comprised of four lessons highlighting accounts where 
Jesus chose to reach marginalized people. Lesson 1 (from the book of Luke) examines Jesus’ 
parable of the Prodigal Son. In lesson 2 (from the book of Matthew), Jesus declares a child 
as “greatest.” Lesson 3, from the book of John, examines Jesus’ encounter with an outcast 
Samaritan woman. Lesson 4, from the book of Mark, explores Jesus’ healing of a man 
possessed by a legion of demons.

Unit II, “Jesus Is Alive” has four lessons from the gospels of Luke and John centering on 
Jesus’ appearances to His followers. Lessons 5 and 6 from Luke explore Luke’s account of the 
women’s surprise encounter at the empty tomb and give an account of the Easter Sunday 
lesson. Lessons 7 and 8 from John concentrate on Jesus’ appearance to the disciples at the 
Sea of Galilee and continue John’s account of Jesus’ reinstatement of Peter.

Unit III, “The Beginning of the Church,” has five lessons from the book of Acts highlighting 
Jesus’ instructions to wait for the Holy Spirit (lesson 9); the dramatic entrance of the Holy 
Spirit (lesson 10); Peter and John’s healing of a lame man (lesson 11); and Philip’s transport to 
the chariot of the Ethiopian eunuch (lesson 12). The quarter concludes with lesson 13, where 
the Lord directed Ananias to minister to newly converted Saul.

You can have a discussion with your child about giving his or her life to God with help 
from the ABCs of Salvation, listed below.

A. Say, “Admit you have sinned (see Psalm 32:5), or done wrong.” Go through just a 
few of the Ten Commandments—stealing or lying and so forth. Tell how our sins 
separate us from God (see Isaiah 59:2 and Romans 3:23).

B. Say, “Believe Jesus is God’s Son. He took the punishment for our sins by dying on 
the cross (see Romans 5:8). We must believe that Jesus is God’s Son and that God 
raised Him from the dead.”

C. Say, “Call on God to forgive you (see Acts 2:21). When we are sorry for our sins 
and want to stop doing wrong, we can ask God to forgive us (see Acts 16:31).”

I look forward to helping your child understand what it means to have faith in Jesus 
Christ. Thank you for the opportunity to help shape your child’s spiritual life.

__________________________________
Your Child’s Teacher
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March 5, 2023

Lesson Scripture:
Luke 15:11-24

“[The father] ran to his 
[younger] son, threw his 
arms around him and 
kissed him.” (Luke 15:20c)

1

Love in Difficult Times

Key Verse

Jesus shared a parable about a man 
who had two sons. The youngest son 
said, “Father, give me my share of the 
property.” So, the father granted his 
request. After that, the younger son took 
all he had and left for another country. 
There, he spent everything he had. Then 
there was a famine in the land. Having nothing, 
he worked feeding pigs. He was so hungry that 
he wanted the pods the pigs were eating—but 
no one gave him anything. When he came to 
his senses, he said, “My father’s servants have 
extra food, and I am here starving. I will go 
back home.” So, he went home. His father saw 
him from afar and was filled with love for him. 
He ran to his son and hugged and kissed him. The son said, “Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and you. I am not worthy of being your son.” The father 
told the servants, “Bring the best robe, a ring, and sandals for him. Bring a fat 

calf and kill it. My son was dead and is alive again; he was lost 
and is found.”
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Hello, everyone! Ruby here. In today’s lesson, we 
see Jesus telling the story of the Prodigal Son. Jesus 
is helping us to see what happens when we want 
things on our terms. Doing it our way sometimes hurts 
others. But Jesus shows us how the father was loving 
and forgiving when the son returned home. Like the 
father did for his son, God forgives us when we make 
unwise choices. 

Here’s your homework assignment for the week: 
Think of times when you wanted to do things your 
way, and it was an unwise choice. Was it difficult? Did 
you have to go back and apologize to your parents?

Dailyn and his brother would help their father in his bike shop 
each Saturday. Each week, when they were done working, they 
would get paid. However, when they arrived at the shop this week, 
Dailyn called Dad aside.

“Dad, I think I want you to pay me all my monthly earnings today. 
I want all my money now. I think I deserve it,” Dailyn explained.

“So, you think I should do this?” Dad replied. 
“And I think you should allow me to spend my money where I 

want to,” Dailyn added.
“Do you think your way will work better?” Dad inquired. 
“I think so. I just want mine. I’m tired of having to work and then wait for it. I 

want to be able to spend it like I want, when I want,” Dailyn added. 
“So, what will you do if your way doesn’t work?” Dad asked. 
“I’ll have to come back and tell you I was wrong and apologize,” Dailyn 

answered. 
“I would forgive you. And I hope you will have learned a lesson,” Dad replied. 

Doing It Your Way

I will love 
and forgive 

others!
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True or False?
Read each statement below that is related to today’s lesson. Circle T if the statement 
is true, or F if the statement is false (not true).

1. A man had five sons, and the youngest wanted 
his share of his father’s property.

2. The younger son took all he had and left for 
another country.

3. The son saved a lot of money for hard times.

4. Then there was a famine in the land, and the son 
was starving.

5. When the son came to his senses, he found a job 
in a new place.

6. The father greeted his son with a hug and kiss, 
and celebrated his return.

T or F

T or F

T or F

T or F

T or F

T or F
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Help the Prodigal Son Get Back Home
The Prodigal Son wants to find his way back home. Help him find his way through the 
maze to return to his father.

START

END
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Lesson Scripture:
 Matthew 18:1-5

[Jesus said,] “Whoever takes 
the lowly position of this child 
is the greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven.” (Matthew 18:4)

The Wonder of 
Childlike Qualities

Key Verse

The disciples came to Jesus, asking, 
“Who is the greatest in the Kingdom of 
heaven?” They were concerned about 
who would have the best position in 
Jesus’ kingdom. So, Jesus called over 
a child and placed the child in front 
of them. Jesus said to His disciples, “I 
promise you that unless you change and 
become like children, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever takes 
the lowly position of this child is the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven. And whoever welcomes 
one such child in My name welcomes Me.” 

Jesus believes that children are important in 
the kingdom of heaven. Children are humble, 
sincere, and loving. Children are trusting and 
dependent on those who care for them. Children are eager to please those 
who love them. These are the childlike qualities that Jesus encouraged His 
disciples to have. They were not to be concerned about power, position, 

authority, and prestige [press-TEEJ] (status). Jesus 
helped His disciples understand that trusting 
and loving God and serving others are most 
important. Those who want to be great in 
God’s kingdom must become like a little 
child.

March 12, 2023

2
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Hello, everyone! Ruby here. In today’s lesson, we 
read about Jesus’ telling of a story that expressed 
the importance of children in the kingdom of God. 
You are never too young to be used by God. Also, 
you are never too young to be important to God. 
Jesus recognizes that children represent greatness 
in the eyes of God. 

Children were important in leading many marches 
in Birmingham during the Civil Rights Movement. The 
children taught the adults much about wanting to 
be involved in fairness and equality. 

Here’s your assignment: Think of characteristics 
that children have that adults should want. Let’s 
discuss this as a class. 

Tré always enjoyed when Mom and Dad planned family 
game night. They played all sorts of games. 

While they were playing, Tré laughed and said, “Dad, you 
are acting just like a child!”

“There’s nothing wrong with acting like a kid, is there?” Dad 
asked. 

“You’re an adult. You’re not supposed to have so much fun!” 
Tré commented.

“So, are you telling me something is wrong because I’m acting like a child? 
Do you remember when we served meals at the shelter—what did you say?” 
Dad asked.

“That you were acting just like a child,” Tré replied.
“And when we were preparing Christmas boxes, who did you say I was 

acting like?” Dad questioned.
“Just like a child,” Tré responded.

“The point is, acting ‘just like a child’ is what adults need to do. 
It’s not about having power over others or doing what you want. It’s 
about treating others kindly and fairly. Now do you understand why it’s 
important for me to act ‘just like a child’?” Dad replied.

Just like a Child

I am 
important 

to God and 
Jesus!
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Picture Jesus and the Children
In each box below, draw a picture to complete part of today’s Bible story lesson. The 
word or words to be drawn are in bold color.

So Jesus called a child to him and placed

the child in front of them, saying, “I promise

that unless you change and become like
children, you will never enter the kingdom
of heaven.”
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Unscrambler
Unscramble the scrambled-up words below that are found in today’s lesson. (The first 
letter of each word is written in bold.) If you need help, refer to the Word Bank.

Word Box
CHILD  •  DISCIPLES   •  GREATEST  •  HEAVEN 

JESUS   •  KINGDOM  •  LOWLY

1. OWLYL _____________________________

2. EEVHNA _____________________________

3. TRASGETE _____________________________

4. LIHDC _____________________________

5. USJES _____________________________

6. KDNOGMI _____________________________

7. ISECLPSDI _____________________________
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Lesson Scripture:
John 4:7-26

[Jesus said,] “A time is 
coming and has now come 
when the true worshipers 
will worship the Father   
in the Spirit and in truth.” 
(John 4:23)

Different, but the 
Same

Key Verse

A Samaritan woman came to the well 
to draw water. Jesus said, “Please give 
me a drink.” The woman said, “You are a 
Jew. I am a Samaritan. We are different. 
Jews do not talk to Samaritans.” 

Jesus answered, “If you knew the gift 
God has for you—who you are speaking 
to—you would ask Me, and I would give you 
living water.” The woman asked, “Where can 
you get this living water?” Jesus answered, 
“This water leaves you thirsty, but the water I 
give does not.”  

The woman said, “Give me this water.” He told 
her, “Call your husband.” “I have no husband,” 
she said. Jesus replied, “You are right.” She 
replied, “You are a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain. You 
Jews say that we must worship in Jerusalem.” Jesus replied, “A time is coming 
when you will worship the Father in neither place. A time is coming and has 

now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in 
the Spirit and in truth.” 

The woman said, “the Messiah is coming. He 
will explain everything.” Then Jesus said, “I am 
he.”

March 19, 2023

3
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Hello, everyone! Today’s lesson explores the 
story of the conversation that Jesus had with 
the Samaritan woman at the well. Though they 
were from different backgrounds, Jesus did not 
exclude the Samaritan woman based on that. 
Even though she had come to draw water, Jesus 
offered her living water. Jesus was offering the 
love of God and eternal life to the woman. Jesus 
wanted to fill her thirst in a new way. 

Here’s your assignment: Has there ever been a 
time when you were not satisfied, no matter what 
you drank? Did drinking water help you? Share 
your answers.

Each Saturday, the Robotics Club and cheer team practiced 
at the same time in the gym. It was always hot in the gym 
and the gym classrooms. Each Saturday, when Coach Gracie 
arrived, she would bring a cooler of water for the cheer team. 
Today, when Coach Gracie came, she had a cooler that was so 
large that it took two people to carry it.

During a break, Kasey walked over to get water and noticed 
a note on the cooler that read “Available to All.”

“Coach Gracie, why do you have this note on the cooler?” Kasey asked. 
“Well, Kasey, I know it is hot in the gym. Sometimes, the water fountain 

does not work. I wanted to ensure we had enough water for everyone,” 
Coach Gracie said.

“Does that mean that the Robotics Club can also have water?” Kasey 
asked. 

“Water is good for us, and I know we need it, so I wanted to ensure that 
everyone here had all they needed. So, it’s available to all who come 
in,” Coach Gracie explained.

Available to All

The Living 
Water is very 

fulfilling!
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What’s the Word?
Review today’s Bible story. Then for each sentence, circle the word or words in 
parenthesis that most accurately complete(s) each statement.

1. A Samaritan woman came to draw (water / berries) from the well. 

2. Jesus said, “Please give me (a drink / food).” 

3. The woman said, “You are a (Jew / Roman). I am a Samaritan. How 
can you ask this?”

4. (The woman / Jesus) said, “Where can I get this living water?”

5. “A time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in the Spirit and in (truth / imagination).”

6. The woman said, “The (Messiah / priest) is coming. He will explain 
everything.” Then Jesus said, “I am he.”
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Bible Story Sentences: 
What It Means to Me

Write sentences about what you learned in today’s lesson, using the words below.

1. Samaritan Woman

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

2. Jesus

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

3. Water

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

4. Worship

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

5. Spirit

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

6. Truth

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________
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