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Dear Parents,

I feel really blessed to have the opportunity to work with your child this quarter. We will 
explore God’s Word together through these thirteen lessons. My prayer is that your child will 
learn a lot and that the learning will result in his or her having a closer relationship with God.

This quarter uses the lens of liberation—Christian freedom—to examine and experience 
the nature of God, who acts to deliver and free people in different situations. This liberation 
is experienced in the story of the Passover and in the Good News of Easter. Liberation is 
experienced in God’s new covenant community. 

Unit I, “Liberating Passover,” consists of four lessons that explore the memory of the 
liberating event of the Exodus. The memory of the Exodus, relived in the Passover liturgy, 
cultivated a desire for restoration and liberation for the Hebrew people—as told in the books 
of Ezra and Deuteronomy. 

Unit II, “Liberating Gospels,” offers four lessons that explore the liberating freedom found 
in the events beginning with Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem and continuing through 
His death and resurrection. These lessons are drawn from the gospel of Matthew. The text 
from the book of John describes the liberating freedom found by following Jesus. 

Unit III, “Liberating Letters,” contains five lessons based on the letters to the Romans and 
Galatians that explore Paul’s understanding of the radical nature of Christian freedom. The 
final lesson in the unit focuses on the fruit of the Spirit emanating from Christian freedom.

You can have a discussion with your child about giving his or her life to God with help 
from the ABCs of Salvation, listed below.

A. Say, “Admit you have sinned (see Psalm 32:5), or done wrong.” Go through just a 
few of the Ten Commandments—stealing or lying and so forth. Tell how our sins 
separate us from God (see Isaiah 59:2 and Romans 3:23).

B. Say, “Believe Jesus is God’s Son. He took the punishment for our sins by dying on 
the cross (see Romans 5:8). We must believe that Jesus is God’s Son and that God 
raised Him from the dead.”

C. Say, “Call on God to forgive you (see Acts 2:21). When we are sorry for our sins 
and want to stop doing wrong, we can ask God to forgive us (see Acts 16:31).”

I look forward to helping your child understand what it means to have faith in Jesus 
Christ. Thank you for the opportunity to help shape your child’s spiritual life.

__________________________________
Your Child’s Teacher
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 March 6, 2022

Lesson Scriptures:
Ezra 1:1-8, 11; 2:64-70

All their neighbors assisted 
them with articles of silver 
and gold, with goods and 
livestock, and with valuable 
gifts, in addition to all the 
freewill offerings. (Ezra 1:6)

1

Providing Needed Help

Key Verse

When Cyrus was king of Persia, God’s 
words through the prophet Jeremiah 
came true. The Lord God inspired the 
king to write, “The Lord made me king. 
I am to build the Temple in Jerusalem. 
May God be with His people. Go to 
Jerusalem and rebuild the Temple of 
the Lord, who is worshipped there. If any of 
His people in exile need help returning, their 
neighbors should help them. Give them silver, 
gold, goods, livestock, and offerings to present 
in the Temple of God.”

Then the heads of the families of Judah and 
Benjamin—everyone who was inspired by God—
prepared to build the Temple. Their neighbors 
helped by giving them what they needed for the Temple. Cyrus brought out 
the silver and gold, which Nebuchadnezzar [Neb-yoo-cud-nez-zer] had taken 
from the Temple in Jerusalem and had put in the temple of his god. The people 
brought it when they came from Babylon to Jerusalem. When they arrived 
at the Temple, they gave offerings to rebuild the Temple. The priests and 

all Temple servants settled in their own 
towns. The rest of the Israelites settled 
in their towns.
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Hello, everyone! Ruby here! In today’s lesson, we 
heard that God moved King Cyrus to help the people 
who had been captured in Babylon to return home 
to Jerusalem to rebuild their lives. God moved him to 
ask others to help provide what they needed. God 
led their neighbors to give silver, gold, livestock, and 
all types of things they needed to rebuild. When the 
people were faced with a challenge, God provided 
what they needed—showing them that He was with 
them. 

Make a list of ways that you might help your 
neighbors when they are in need. Share your list with 
the class.

When Caleb came into the living room, Mom had boxes all 
over the room. There were boxes of all sizes. In some boxes 
there were clothes, plates, and some of his stuff from the 
garage. 

“Mom, why are you packing all of these boxes?” Caleb 
asked.

“I’m packing up these things for a family that’s in need,” 
Mom replied. 

“But, Mom, this is some good stuff,” Caleb said, pulling some of his 
old games out of a box.

“They are good things that we don’t need. Some of it we don’t use. 
Another family really needs these things,” Mom explained. 

“Mom, what happened that the family needs so much of our stuff?” 
Caleb questioned.

“This family’s home was destroyed in a storm. They are having to 
move into a new home,” Mom replied.

“Wow! Well, I think I have some more things in my room that the 
kids can use. I have a lot of stuff,” Caleb commented.

“Caleb, I think that would be great,” Mom said. 
“I know that if we were in need, we would want help. So, we have 

to give help when others need it,” Caleb responded.

Help when Needed

With God’s 
help, I can help 

others when 
they need it!
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1. When Cyrus was king of Persia, God’s words through the prophet 

Jeremiah came ___________________.

2. “Go to Jerusalem and ________________ the Temple of the Lord.”

3. If the people in exile needed help returning, their ________________ 

should help them.

4. “Give them silver, gold, goods, livestock, and offerings to present 

in the _____________ of God.”

5. When they arrived at the Temple, they gave ____________________ 

to help rebuild the Temple.

WORD BANKWORD BANK
neighbors • offerings • rebuild • Temple • true

Fill in the Blanks
Complete each statement by filling in each blank with the correct word from today’s 
lesson. The words to be filled in are found in the Word Bank below.
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Retell the Bible Story
In your own words, retell the Bible story on the lines below. Then draw and color a 
picture that helps remind you of how God provided the people what was needed to 
rebuild the Temple. 
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March 13, 2022

Lesson Scripture:
Ezra 6:1-12

[Written on a scroll found 
in the province of Media:] 
Let the governor of the 
Jews and the Jewish elders 
rebuild this house of God on 
its site. (Ezra 6:7b)

2

Provisions to Build and 
to Honor

Key Verse

According to today’s Bible verses, 
King Darius had the royal records 
searched that were kept in Babylon 
[Bab-uh-lawn]. In their search, they 
found a scroll in Media that contained 
a decree (statement of rules) from King 
Cyrus: The Temple in Jerusalem is to be 
rebuilt as a place to offer sacrifices. The Temple 
is to be ninety feet high and wide. The walls 
must be made from wood and stone. Pay for 
it from the royal treasury. Take the gold and 
silver that Nebuchadnezzar [Neb-yoo-cud-
nez-zer] took from the Temple in Jerusalem 
and put them back.

After reading from the scroll, King Darius 
sent this: “To every leader—stay away. Do not interfere with the work of the 
Temple. Let the governor of the Jews and the Jewish elders rebuild this house 
of God on its site. Help them rebuild it. Whatever it costs, pay for it. Whatever 
is needed for burnt offerings to God, give it to them. The offerings are to please 

God. I want them to pray for me and my 
sons. Anyone who disobeys is to be 
killed. May God, who chose this place, 
cast out anyone who disobeys or tries 
to destroy the Temple. I, King Darius, 
command this. Let it be done quickly.”
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Hello, everyone! Ruby here! In today’s lesson, we 
see God working through King Darius. He was the 
leader of another nation but provided support to 
rebuild the Temple. 

After slavery, there were many schools that were 
built to educate the newly freed people. Like King 
Darius did in his time, many people supported the 
work of building the schools. 

Here’s your assignment: Think of reasons for why 
others wanted to help to rebuild the Temple. Why 
should they help? Think about it throughout the 
week and share your answers during the next class 
session.

Each Saturday, Jason’s dad would go volunteer to help 
build the new community center. Many of the families in the 
community were helping. Today, Jason was going with Dad. 

“Good morning,” Mr. Cooper said.  
“Mr. Cooper, I didn’t expect to see you here this morning,” 

Dad said.  
“I just came by to see if you all needed supplies. Do you all have 

everything you need?” Mr. Cooper asked. 
“I think we do. The other supplies will be in tomorrow,” Dad 

explained. 
“Great,” Mr. Cooper replied, shaking hands with Dad. 
As they walked away, Jason asked, “Dad, Mr. Cooper doesn’t 

help work on the community center?”
“Yes, he does. But he works in a different way,” Dad replied.
“How?” Jason asked.
“Mr. Cooper makes sure that we have everything we need to build 

the center,” Dad responded. “He believes in what we are doing, so 
he is paying for it.”

“He’s a nice man to pay for all of this,” Jason added. “He must 
really believe in what we are going to do here.”

“He does. So, he is willing to make sure that we have all the 
needed items,” Dad replied.

Do You Have What You Need?

God gives me 
what I need 
to succeed!
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True or False?
Read the sentences below that are related to today’s lesson. On the line in front of 
each statement, write T if it is true, or F if it is false (not true). Then, on the lines below, 
rewrite any false statements to make them true.

1. King Darius had the royal records that were kept in 
Jerusalem searched.

2. King Cyrus commanded that the Temple in 
Jerusalem be rebuilt.

3.  He said, “Make the walls from mud and leaves.”

4.  King Darius told the leaders not to interfere in the 
work. 

5. He said, “Whatever is needed for burnt offerings 
to God, give it to them.”

6. He said, “Whatever it costs, pay for it.”
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1. URCYS  __________________________________

2. UADRIS  __________________________________

3. MEPTLE  __________________________________

4. USARELMJE  __________________________________

5. ERDLUIB  __________________________________

6. ANMOMCD  __________________________________

7. WSHJIE  __________________________________

8. LROSCL  __________________________________

command • Cyrus • Darius • Jerusalem
Jewish • rebuild • scroll • Temple

WORD BOX

Word Scrambler
Unscramble the scrambled-up words that are found in today’s lesson. Use the words 
in the Word Box to help you.
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March 20, 2022

Lesson Scripture:
Ezra 6:13-22

For seven days [the Israelites] 
celebrated with joy the 
Festival of Unleavened Bread, 
because the Lord had filled 
them with joy by changing the 
attitude of the king of Assyria 
so that he assisted them in the 
work on the house of God, the 
God of Israel. (Ezra 6:22)

3

Celebration of Completion

Key Verse

In the second part of the story that 
was told in lesson 2, the governor 
and other leaders did as King Darius 
commanded. So, the Jewish elders 
continued to build the Temple. They 
made progress and were encouraged 
by the prophets Haggai [Hag-guy] and 
Zechariah [Zeck-uh-rye-uh]. They finished the 
Temple as they were commanded. Then the 
people of Israel dedicated the Temple. They 
offered sacrifices for their sins. They organized 
the priests and Levites for worship in Jerusalem, 
like the book of Moses instructed. 

Then, on the fourteenth day of that month, 
the people returning from bondage celebrated 
the Passover. All the priests and the Levites purified (cleansed) themselves. 
The Levites killed animals to be used as Passover sacrifices. It was for all the 
people who had returned, for the priests, and for themselves. So, the Israelites 
ate it together, with all who had given up the ways of their captors and who 
had come to worship the God of Israel. For seven days, the Israelites joyfully 

celebrated the Festival of Unleavened 
Bread. God had filled them with joy by 
changing the attitude of the king of 
Assyria so that he assisted them in the 
work on the house of the God of Israel.
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Hello, everyone! Ruby here! In today’s lesson, it 
was a special time to celebrate something special 
in the life of Israel. The Temple had been completed 
as God had instructed. King Darius had made sure it 
happened. This was a new beginning for the people 
of Israel. Now they would celebrate the Passover 
and the new Temple. It was a time to rejoice in what 
God had done. People had committed themselves to 
God and building the Temple. 

There are many reasons for why we celebrate 
together. During what types of traditions and 
celebrations do we praise God? Let’s discuss this as 
a class.

Taylor was helping Mom decorate to celebrate their new 
church building. The work on it had just been completed. 
People were all over the building getting it ready. Mom 
wanted the decorations in the sanctuary to be just right. 

“Taylor, hand me those flowers. And shouldn’t you be 
heading down to orchestra practice?” Mom asked. 

“Yes, Mom. But why are we doing all of this? It’s just a 
building. Why is everyone so excited?” Taylor questioned.

“Taylor, God has given us this new building. It was built just 
for Him and for us to worship Him here,” Mom commented.

“But we will be doing the same thing here that we did in the old one,” 
Taylor noted.

“It’s not just about the building. We are celebrating what God has 
done. This is an important time for us. This does not happen every day. 
So, it must be a celebration to remember—to remember what God has 
done,” Mom explained.

“Sounds like I’d better get to orchestra practice to get ready,” Taylor 
replied. “You’re making it look good. The music must sound good as 
well. It must be a celebration to remember!”

A Celebration to Remember!

I want to 
celebrate God 
for guiding me!
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Capture the Celebration
Think about today’s lesson and draw a scene from the Bible story. (Example: You might 
draw the people building the Temple or worshipping when they had finished.) 
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Searching for Words
Find the listed words from today’s lesson in the word search below.




