								April 20, 2021

The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas
Secretary
U.S. Department of Homeland Security
St. Elizabeth’s Campus
2703 Martin Luther King Jr Ave SE
Washington, DC 20593

The Honorable Marty Walsh
Secretary
U.S. Department of Labor
200 Constitution Ave. NW #C-2318
Washington, DC 20210

Dear Secretary Mayorkas and Secretary Walsh:

On behalf of millions of workers represented by our unions, we write to express our opposition to the release of any additional H-2B visas in light of the current adverse economic conditions in our country. Instead of raising the H-2B cap, the Biden Administration should take steps to protect all workers – both U.S. and migrant – by strengthening labor protections in the H-2B program. 

The official unemployment rate is currently at 6%.  However, many people have dropped out of the workforce and unemployment in specific industries for which H-2B visas are often used is much higher, as the attached alert demonstrates. With millions of unemployed workers in top H-2B occupations, increasing the cap would undermine efforts to get workers of all status back on their feet. It would also expose more H-2B workers to the egregious abuses that pervade the program.  Neither of these outcomes is acceptable.

Instead of raising the H-2B cap, we ask that you implement strong worker protections into the H-2B program, including but not limited to: 1) deny H-2B labor certifications in any labor surplus industries with an unemployment rate over 6%; 2) increase debarment of H-2B employers who have broken the law, including but not limited to wage and hour, health and safety, and human trafficking violations; 3) require H-2B employers to pay the local or national prevailing wage, whichever is higher; and 4) provide concrete status protections and work authorization to H-2B workers who suffer abuse on the job.

The Biden Administration has promised to be most pro-labor and pro-worker Administration in U.S. history. The Administration must refrain from issuing more H-2B visas this year during this time of pandemic-related high unemployment. To protect both migrant and U.S. workers, the Biden Administration should instead focus on implementing critically needed worker protections in the H-2B program.

Thank you for your attention to these matters. 

Sincerely, 
Laborers’ International Union of North America (LIUNA) 
UNITE HERE
United Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW)
International Union of Bricklayers and Allied Craftworkers (BAC)
International Union of Painters and Allied Trades (IUPAT)
North America’s Building Trades Unions (NABTU)
Department of Professional Employees (DPE), AFL-CIO
International Federation of Professional and Technical Employees (IFPTE) 
International Brotherhood of Boilermakers (IBB)
[bookmark: _GoBack]International Association of Bridge, Structural, Ornamental, and Reinforcing Iron Workers (IW)
