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I believe in God the Father Al-
mighty, maker of heaven and 
earth and in Jesus Christ, His 
only Son, our Lord who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suf-
fered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead and buried; the 
third day He arose from the 
dead, He ascended into heaven 
and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from 
thence He shall come to judge 
the quick and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the Church 
Universal, the communion of 
the saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.

I believe my A.M.E. Church 
School must grow and grow; and 
that I must make it a top priority 
to make it so. Every member a 
Christian, every Christian a work-
er, every worker trained so that a 
worker need not be ashamed. This 
we ask in Jesus’ name.

EDITORIAL STAFF

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

THE CHURCH
SCHOOL CREED

I. Bell tap or organ voluntary 
as a signal for silence

II. Singing

III. The Apostles’ Creed

IV. Prayer, closing with the 
Lord’s Prayer in concert

V. Singing

VI. Calling roll of officers and 
teachers

VII. Responsive reading of the 
lesson text by school

VIII. The Decalogue

I. Organ interlude while the 
classes are being arranged

II. Class study of the lesson

III. Warning bell—5 minutes

IV.  Closing bell—silence

I. Singing

II. Review and application of 
the lesson

III. Secretary’s report

IV.  The Church School Creed

V. Singing

VI. Benediction
A.M.E. Discipline
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1 Chronicles 15:1-3
 1 David built houses for him-
self in the city of David, and he pre-
pared a place for the ark of God and 
pitched a tent for it.
 2 Then David commanded 
that no one but the Levites were to 
carry the ark of God, for the Lord 
had chosen them to carry the ark of 
the Lord and to minister to him for-
ever.
 3 David assembled all Israel 
in Jerusalem to bring up the ark of 
the Lord to its place, which he had 
prepared for it.

14-16
 14 So the priests and the Lev-
ites sanctified themselves to bring 
up the ark of the Lord, the God of 
Israel.
 15 And the Levites carried the 
ark of God on their shoulders with 
the poles, as Moses had command-
ed according to the word of the 
Lord.
 16 David also commanded 
the chiefs of the Levites to appoint 
their kindred as the singers to play 

on musical instruments, on harps 
and lyres and cymbals, to raise loud 
sounds of joy. 

25-29a (end with “dancing”)
 25 So David and the elders of 
Israel, and the commanders of the 
thousands, went to bring up the ark 
of the covenant of the Lord from 
the house of Obed-edom with re-
joicing.
 26 And because God helped 
the Levites who were carrying the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord, 
they sacrificed seven bulls and sev-
en rams.
 27 David was clothed with a 
robe of fine linen, as also were all 
the Levites who were carrying the 
ark, and the singers, and Chenaniah 
the leader of the music of the sing-
ers; and David wore a linen ephod.
 28 So all Israel brought up the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord with 
shouting, to the sound of the horn, 
trumpets, and cymbals, and made 
loud music on harps and lyres.
 29 As the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord came to the city of Da-

1 Chronicles 15:1-3, 14-16, 25-29a (end with “dancing”) (NRSV)

Lesson 1 December 1, 2019

David Worships God in Jerusalem
Lesson Scripture: 1 Chronicles 15 
Focus Scripture: 1 Chronicles 15:1-3, 14-16, 25-29a (end with 
“dancing”)  

Key Verse: So all Israel brought up the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
with shouting, to the sound of the horn, trumpets, and cymbals, and made 

loud music on harps and lyres. 1 Chronicles 15:28 
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vid, Michal daughter of Saul looked 
out of the window, and saw King 

David leaping and dancing;…

VOCABULARY
• Command – To order or direct with authority.    

• Sanctify – To dedicate, make holy.

• Appoint – To choose someone to serve.

• Lyre – An instrument with a u-shaped frame with a 
crossbar, from which the strings stretch down to the sound 
box.

• Cymbals – Musical instruments of plates of brass which 
give a clanging sound.

• Joy – Happiness, gladness.

• Ephod – Hebrew priests wore aprons that were an 
embroidered garment with shoulder straps.

INTRODUCTION

Darrin practiced playing his violin every day after school. 
He was really excited about playing for his father’s 
surprise 50th birthday party. His family would be traveling 

from great distances to attend. Darrin’s twin sister, Debbie, 
would be reciting a poem she wrote. Shelly, his cousin, decided 
to play her flute. His Aunt Liz was performing a praise dance. 
His mother also hired a DJ to play music. Darrin’s father loved 
dancing.    

On the day of the party, Darrin chose to play his father’s 
favorite hymn, “Amazing Grace.” His father was so happy when 
he heard the hymn being played. Darrin’s sister also provided 
their father much joy by sharing her unique creative expressions 
of love through poetry. Everyone enjoyed dancing and celebrating 
the milestone birthday. And, the food was delicious.                 

How do celebrations give us opportunities to express our 
love and appreciation for others? How do you like to celebrate 
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special occasions? In today’s lesson, we will discover how David 
worshipped God and celebrated when the Ark was brought back 
to Jerusalem. 

BIBLE STORY

1 Chronicles was a book written by Ezra to unify the nation 
after Judah and Israel were in captivity for a period of time. 
The book’s first chapter is dedicated to recalling Israel’s 

genealogy as God’s chosen people. The second through ninth 
chapters summarize Israel’s history, with an emphasis on their 
spiritual heritage and teaching moral truths. The remaining 
chapters in 1 Chronicles reflect on the story of David, who was 
a king in Israel. David was a man who faithfully served God 
and laid out the plans for the construction of and worship in the 
temple. 1 Chronicles teaches genuine worship should be the 
center of individual and national life. The temple was considered 
of central importance to the nation’s life.

After David became king of all of Israel, he captured the city 
of Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 11:1-9). He had completed all his 
building projects before his failed attempt to bring the “ark of 
God” to Jerusalem from Kiriath-jearim (13:1-14). The “ark of 
God,” which is also called “the ark of the covenant,” contained 
the two tablets of the law (the Ten Commandments) received 
by Moses and represented the presence of God. Unfortunately, 
the Ark had been neglected for a long time. Just like the spiritual 
lives of the Israelites.      

David desired to make a second attempt to move the Ark of 
God, which for three months he had left in the house of Obed-
edom, the Gittite. This time David made sure he moved the Ark 
of God in accordance with God’s law. He put up a tent to place 
the Ark of God in when he moved it to Jerusalem. David only 
permitted the Levites to carry it (15:2; Deut.10:8). But before 
they carried the Ark of God they had to sanctify themselves. We 
cannot do God’s work unless we are consecrated and set apart 
to do it. The Levites prepared themselves to move the Ark of 
God and did so in obedience to the law (15:14-15). 
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David had the Levites’ brothers provide music with singing 
and playing of a variety of instruments (15:16). It is important 
to worship God and celebrate special occasions. The great 
rejoicing for the transfer of the Ark was accompanied by a 
liturgical procession with musicians and singers, as well as 
shouting and dancing (15:25-29a).                           

LIFE APPLICATION

The celebration during the occasion of moving the Ark 
of God to Jerusalem involved many types of worship. 
Looking at the pictures, name the types of worship that 

were a part of the celebration (15:27-28).

1.  _________________________________

2.     _________________________________

3.   _________________________________

4.      __________________________ 

Discuss the similarities and differences between the 
Israelites’ worship celebration versus your local AME church’s 
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worship celebrations. What type of 
worship do you prefer?  

This week is the first Sunday 
of Advent. It is the time of year we 
wait in anticipation of the coming of 
Jesus at Christmas, and his second 
coming. Each week during Advent 
we light a different candle on 
the Advent wreath. This week 
we light the candle of hope 
(purple or blue candle). We 
have hope because of Jesus’ 
birth and the expectation of 
Jesus’ promise to come again. This 
is cause for celebration. 

Brainstorm with your class how to create a celebration 
during the Advent season. Suggestions: Christmas-themed 
celebration; musical; community caroling; party for the homeless 
and needy; etc. Whatever is decided, make sure that worship 
is a part of it. Ask those who can sing, dance, play instruments, 
write poetry, do sign language, and paint to participate. 

SUMMARY

God expects us to obey his commands. It was not until 
David followed God’s command, that he was able to 
successfully transport the Ark of God to Jerusalem. 

During the move, David and the Israelites celebrated and 
worshipped God with singing, dancing, shouts of joy, and music. 
It is wonderful to express joy and celebrate. Every day take the 
time to remember and celebrate God’s blessings.     

CLOSING DEVOTIONS
Prayer: Heavenly Father, we rejoice and thank you for all you 
have done for us. Amen.
Closing Hymn: “Let All the People Praise Thee” (#58 - AME 
Church Hymnal)  
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1 Chronicles 16:8-12
 8 O give thanks to the Lord, 
call on his name, make known his 
deeds among the peoples.
  9 Sing to him, sing praises to 
him, tell of all his wonderful works.
  10 Glory in his holy name; let 
the hearts of those who seek the 
Lord rejoice.
 11 Seek the Lord and his 
strength, seek his presence 
continually.
 12 Remember the wonderful 
works he has done, his miracles, 
and the judgments he uttered,

19-27
 19 When they were few in 
number, of little account, and 
strangers in the land,
 20 wandering from nation 
to nation, from one kingdom to 
another people,

 21 he allowed no one to 
oppress them; he rebuked kings on 
their account,
 22 saying, “Do not touch my 
anointed ones; do my prophets no 
harm.”
 23 Sing to the Lord, all the 
earth. Tell of his salvation from day 
to day.
 24 Declare his glory among 
the nations, his marvelous works 
among all the peoples.
 25 For great is the Lord, and 
greatly to be praised; he is to be 
revered above all gods.
 26 For all the gods of the 
peoples are idols, but the Lord 
made the heavens.
 27 Honor and majesty are 
before him; strength and joy are in 
his place.

1 Chronicles 16:8-12, 19-27 (NRSV)

A Heart Filled With Gratitude

Lesson Scripture: 1 Chronicles 16:7-36 
Focus Scripture: 1 Chronicles 16:8-12, 19-27

Key Verse: O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, make known his 
deeds among the peoples. 1 Chronicles 16:8

Lesson 2 December 8, 2019
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VOCABULARY
• Deed – An act or work.        

• Praise – To give thanks.          

• Rejoice – To be joyful.

• Ascribe – To impute to.

• Glory – Praise, honor.

• Worship – Honor and respect shown to God.

• Tremble – Shake, to be afraid.

• Steadfast – Firm, steady.

INTRODUCTION

Darrin’s grandfather promised to bring over his family tree 
and photo album that he created, after many years of re-
search. Darrin was very interested in his family’s history. 

One day his grandfather surprised him and came by for a visit. 
He was waiting at the house when Darrin arrived home.

“Hey, Darrin,” he said as he hugged his grandson. “I had 
some free time today so I thought I would drop by to let you see 
my family tree and photo album.”

“I can’t believe you traveled across town to bring it,” Darrin 
threw his book bag on the floor and flopped down on the sofa.

“It’s very important to know our history, Darrin. Do you need 
a few minutes to rest before I start showing you everything?”

“No. I have been waiting a long time for this so go ahead.”

Darrin’s grandfather showed him the map of Africa and point-
ed out the country of Liberia, to explain where his ancestors 
first lived. He then showed Darrin pictures and more maps. Dar-
rin was fascinated by the stories he shared and the places his 
extended family lived. He discovered new relatives and heard 
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about God’s miraculous acts. 

“Wow, grandpa! Thank you for sharing everything about our 
family. I didn’t know we had an astronaut, farmers, inventors, 
authors, and college professors in the family. And I am sure 
there are many others you still haven’t found yet!”

“I thank God for all he has done for our family. And I look 
forward to what the next generation will do.” 

Why is it important to know about your cultural and family 
history? How much do you know about yours? In today’s les-
son, we will examine why David sang a psalm of thanksgiving 
during the dedication of the tabernacle.

BIBLE STORY

Last week, we discovered David moved the Ark of God 
to Jerusalem with great pageantry and celebration. The 
grand processional included singers, instruments, danc-

ing, and shouting. In today’s scripture, we now know they of-
fered sacrifices to God as well. David not only pronounced spiri-
tual blessings upon the people, he blessed them with food, too.

David appointed certain Levites to give continual praise and 
thanks to God. It is important to praise and thank God on a regu-
lar basis. God has done wonderful things for us. When we offer 
praise to God it helps us not to take God’s blessings for granted. 
How often do you take time to worship and praise God?

1 Chronicles 16:8-36 is a psalm (song) of thanksgiving of-
fered by David. In verses 8 through 12, it tells us to give thanks 
to God and remember what he has done in the past. David also 
encourages us to tell others about God’s acts in verses 23 and 
24. In verses 28 through 36, we are reminded to demonstrate 
our thanks to God by offering gifts of self, time, and resources. 
If we really are grateful and love God, why not offer all we have 
back to him? All we have belongs to God anyhow. It is only be-
cause of God’s blessings that we are gifted with all we possess.
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LIFE APPLICATION

The song in 1 Chronicles 16:8-36 is similar to some of the 
Psalms. Divide into three groups. Each group will identify 
the similarities and differences between this song and the 

Psalm. Group one will look at 16:8-22 versus Psalm 105:1-15. 
Group two will look at 16:23-33 versus Psalm 96. And group 
three will look at 16:34-36 versus Psalm 106:1, 47-48.

SIMILARITIES: 1 Chronicles 16 DIFFERENCES: Psalm

Today is the second Sunday of Advent. We light last Sun-
days’ candle and a purple candle, the candle of peace. God has 
given us his peace. We do not have to worry about anything. 
When we trust in God we have peace. Take a few minutes to 
think about how God has blessed you and your family in the 
past and now. Using one-word responses, write some answers 
inside the candle with a pen. You can color the candle on the 
next page purple or blue. Say a short, silent prayer thanking 
God for his blessings.

SUMMARY

Through song, David reminded the Israelites that they (and 
us) have to remember what God has done. The Israelites 
were God’s chosen people who had experienced God’s 

miracles, healings, deliverance, and continual provisions. It 
was important then and now to show appreciation to God for 
his blessings. We do that by giving thanks and praise to God. 
Moreover, we can share with others and offer our resources for 
use in God’s kingdom. 

This week, take time to write a psalm of praise and thanksgiv-
ing to God. Read today’s scripture for hints on what to include.
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CLOSING DEVOTIONS
Prayer: Heavenly Father, we thank you 
for all you have done for us. Your peace 
sustains us as we face each day. We are 
putting our trust in you. Amen.

Closing Hymn: “’Tis So Sweet to 
Trust in Jesus” (#440 - AME Church 
Hymnal)  




