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Lesson 1  2   December 1

Purpose
To recognize that hope requires trusting in divine promise

Hearing the Word 
The Scripture for this lesson is printed below

Trusting With Hope

Genesis 12:1-9 (NIV)
      1    The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from
your country, your people and your father’s
household to the land I will show you.
      2    I will make you into a great nation, and I
will bless you; I will make your name great, and
you will be a blessing.
      3    I will bless those who bless you, and who-
ever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on
earth will be blessed through you.”
      4    So Abram went, as the Lord had told him;
and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five
years old when he set out from Harran.
      5    He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all
the possessions they had accumulated and the
people they had acquired in Harran, and they
set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived
there.
      6    Abram traveled through the land as far
as the site of the great tree of Moreh at
Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in
the land.
      7    The Lord appeared to Abram and said,
“To your offspring I will give this land.” So he
built an altar there to the Lord, who had
appeared to him.
      8    From there he went on toward the hills
east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel
on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an
altar to the Lord and called on the name of the
Lord.
      9    Then Abram set out and continued
toward the Negev.

Genesis 12:1-9 (KJV)
      1    Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get
thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred,
and from thy father's house, unto a land that I
will shew thee:
      2    And I will make of thee a great nation,
and I will bless thee, and make thy name great;
and thou shalt be a blessing:
      3    And I will bless them that bless thee, and
curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all
families of the earth be blessed.
      4    So Abram departed, as the Lord had spo-
ken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram
was seventy and five years old when he depart-
ed out of Haran.
      5    And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot
his brother's son, and all their substance that
they had gathered, and the souls that they had
gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into
the land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan
they came.
      6    And Abram passed through the land unto
the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh.
And the Canaanite was then in the land.
      7    And the Lord appeared unto Abram, and
said, Unto thy seed will I give this land: and there
builded he an altar unto the Lord, who appeared
unto him.
      8    And he removed from thence unto a
mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his
tent, having Bethel on the west, and Hai on the
east: and there he builded an altar unto the
Lord, and called upon the name of the Lord.
      9    And Abram journeyed, going on still
toward the south.
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Seeing the Need
I had only ever known life in Okla-

homa. I assumed I would live there my
whole life because that is where the vast
majority of our extended family lived. It
was quite the extended family, too. While
my dad had one brother and one sister
who lived in California and Colorado
respectively, his mother lived in Okla-
homa. My mom, however, was one of 21
brothers and sisters. Most of them were
Okies, and most of my cousins were, too.

We were supposed to be Okies our
whole lives, too. But, nonetheless, there
we were–Mom; my brother, Mark; and
I–following in the family station wagon
behind the bright yellow Ryder truck con-
taining all our stuff but none of our peo-
ple–except for my dad, who was driving.

Dad was ecstatic about the move. He

told us that, as soon as we crossed the
border into Arkansas, the wind would
stop blowing us off the road, humidity
would drop to zero, and there would be
no mosquitos to speak of. If you’re from
Arkansas or have ever been there, you
know what a fairy tale my dad was telling
us (except the wind thing; he was mostly
right about that). Dad was sure we were
moving to the promised land. The rest of
us were not so sure.

“Leave your land, your family, and
your father’s household for the land that
I will show you,” God told Abram (Gene-
sis 12:1). Abram was going to do just
that. We know the end of the story, and
so perhaps the radical reality of what
was happening in that moment is lost on
us. Let’s try to recover how monumental
that announcement was and how
remarkable it was that Abram actually
did just what God asked. 

A New Life, A New Faith
This is not the first story in the Bible.

Others appear before this one. In fact,
there are several leading up to the Tower
of Babel in Genesis 11.

These accounts help explain why
things are the way they are. They give us
a number of explanations: Women have
pain in childbirth, people have to work
the land, snakes and people don’t get
along, floods have catastrophic out-
comes, and the world has multiple lan-
guages and people. All of these stories,
though, are universal. They explain reali-
ties that exist all over the planet.
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DAILY BIBLE STUDY

November 25         Psalm 121

November 26         Psalm 105:1-11

November 27         Nehemiah 9:1-8

November 28         Luke 1:67-75

November 29         Romans 4:17-24

November 30         Genesis 11:27-32

December 1           Genesis 11:27–12:9
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Lesson 1                                                            4                                                      December 1

With the account of Terah’s family,
particularly his son Abram, the story
moves from the general to the specific.
This moment, when God made this
promise to Abram, is arguably the begin-
ning of this new faith that would become
Judaism and also give rise to Christianity
and Islam. If Abram agreed to do what
God asked of him here, he would be the
first believer of a brand new religion.

Abram had to make a choice: Follow
this God, or stay with the people he
knew. It is absolutely remarkable that he
chose to follow God. Abram had no real
reason to trust this God. Other gods in
the ancient Near East made promises to
people all the time and then pulled the
rug out from under them just because
they could.

So why did Abram trust the Lord?
Maybe Abram was afraid to go against
any god, whether those gods had a
proven track record or not. Maybe he
wanted an excuse to get out of his
father’s house. Maybe he was intrigued
by the promise that he would be a great
nation. Or maybe he felt something deep
in his soul that made him believe this
God was telling the truth. Whatever the
reason, he took the chance. He banked
on the hope that God was telling the
truth.

Have you ever found yourself doing
something for God that did not make any
sense to you or to anyone else?

Leaving Your Land
A few years ago, I had an opportunity

to tour the Holy Land. My group was trav-
eling with a Methodist bishop, so we got

to do things typical tours do not include.
One of those was a visit to a Palestinian
camp, throughout which we saw paint-
ings of keys. Most of the families there
have keys that they pass down from one
generation to the next, something they
have been doing since 1948–1951,
when they were removed from their
homes so that the nation of Israel could
be founded.

The Palestinians were removed from
homes that had been theirs for genera-
tions so that Jewish families could have
a place to live. The Palestinians hold on
to the hope that one day they can return,
and the way they hold on to that hope is
by holding keys.

Few of us in the United States under-
stand how difficult it is to leave land. We
are a mobile society. According to a
2016 article in The Atlantic, Americans
move an average of 11 times in their life-
times, while Europeans move only four
times. But indications suggest that our
tendency to move may be slowing, and
this may be due to the fact that so many
of us can work from home and do not
need to relocate for work anymore. Still,
few of us inherit and then pass down
family property. We are not tied to geog-
raphy as much of the rest of the world is.

It is likely that Abram’s family did not
necessarily own land either, as tradition
holds that they were herders. This would
have necessitated that they move
around to allow their livestock to have
adequate places to graze. But it is likely
that they stayed in a known geographic
area, one in which they recognized
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where streams and plains were. Leaving
known geography was a risky proposi-
tion.

Add to the situation that God told
Abram to leave his father’s household,
and Abram’s decision became even
more outlandish. In the ancient Near
East, tribes stayed together because
there was safety in numbers. They would
split off only if they had enough for two
signif icantly sized households and
resources were becoming scarce. That
culture was unlike ours, where we expect
our children to leave home when they
become adults. In the ancient Near East,
extended family units stayed together,
except in extraordinary situations.

Abram was not established. He did
not have children. He had not made a
name for himself. There is not even men-
tion of significant resources at his dis-
posal. He was leaving the comfortable,
the known, and the expected for the diffi-
cult, the unknown, and the unexpected.
Not only was the geography unknown,
the God who was asking this of Abram
was also fairly unknown. This was a risky
proposition. Would it be worth the sacri-
fice?

What is your family’s relationship to
land? Do you own property that has been
handed down? Do you own your home or
rent? How does that help shape who you
are and the decisions you make?

Foreshadowing Trouble  
It seems like such a weird line in this

passage, almost like a throwaway com-
ment: “Sarai was unable to have chil-
dren” (Genesis 11:30). It is not an incon-

sequential detail, though, particularly in
light of the promise that the Lord made
to Abram just a few verses later (12:2).
How exactly was Abram supposed to be
the founder of a great nation if he had
no descendants? Nations weren’t
founded by random groups of people
who suddenly just decided to follow
some guy in the ancient world. Nations
were founded out of a people, a people
was founded out of a tribe, and a tribe
was founded out of a family. That family
necessarily included descendants, or
that family/tribe/people/nation was at a
dead end before it ever got started.

The way this passage is written,
Sarai’s inability to have children was a
known entity. If we go solely on the basis
of ages, we can assume that Sarai was
past the age of childbearing, as there
was about ten years difference in Sarai
and Abram’s ages (17:17), and Abram
left Haran at the age of 75 (Genesis
12:4). However, that means taking the
age numbers literally and assumes that
a year was marked in the same way we
mark years now. There is room for
debate in both cases.

Numbers in the Bible are frequently
symbolic. In the case of ages of some of
the people in Genesis, some scholars
argue that, generally, the lifespans get
shorter and shorter to denote humans’
distance from the garden of Eden. The
farther we get from the garden, the more
strength death has to end our lives.

As for length of the year, we know the
Hebrew calendar marked shorter years
with periodic corrections through the
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addition of a month or two to right the
seasons again. So it is possible when
they left for Haran, Sarai was beyond
childbearing age. It is also possible she
was on the edge of that reality and had
simply not borne a child yet.

It could be, then, that the detail about
Sarai’s struggle is there for us, the read-
ers/hearers of this story. In the midst of
telling the history of the Abrahamic fam-
ily, we need also to remember that this is
a story meant to captivate people. Let-
ting us know that Sarai couldn’t have
children builds tension in the story.
Again, we know the ending, so we may
just skim right past that detail. Imagine,
though, you are hearing this for the first
time, and you understand the ancient
world stakes of needing a legitimate heir
to become a great nation. Hearing this
story, you would know there was a signif-
icant problem that would have to be
overcome. The small detail offered here
would foreshadow drama to come.

The way the story is told also poten-
tially creates what is called dramatic
irony, which is when the audience knows
something that the main characters do
not. This creates anxiety in members of
the audience as they wonder how the
resolution will play out. If we were hear-
ing this for the first time in an ancient
context, we might think to ourselves,
“Oh, Abram, should you trust the Lord
without assurance about an heir? Do you
know your wife can’t have children?
That’s going to be an issue on the whole
‘nation’ promise.”

That small detail builds intense antici-
pation. How will this promise work out? It

makes Abram’s willingness to follow the
commands of the Lord that much more
questionable. This is an incredible story.
Sometimes, however, I think we are too
familiar with it or too far removed from
the culture of the ancient Near East to
recognize how dramatic and compelling
and risky the story that unfolds here
actually is.

Can you remember a story that built
tension so well for you that you were on
the edge of your seat trying to figure out
how it would be resolved?

Trusting in God’s Promises
Believe you will be the founder of a

nation when you have no descendants.
Leave behind your family and your land
for who knows what. Trust a God who
has an almost nonexistent track record.
This is one incredible story, and Abram is
one unusual and incredibly hopeful man.

I was pretty young when we left Okla-
homa, but I was old enough to know I
was leaving a school I loved, best friends
who would undoubtedly be irreplaceable,
and a family that had been part of my
life for as long as I could remember. I
was not happy about moving.

I also knew, though, that there was no
going around my dad. Dad told us we
were moving, and so we moved. All I
could hope was that I would love my new
school as much as my old one (I did not,
but then we quickly switched school dis-
tricts, and I did) and I would be able to
find new friends (I did). But hope was all
I had. Well, hope, and trust in my father.

Abram was part of a culture that did
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not say no to gods. Saying no meant cer-
tain doom. The thing is, though, saying
yes also sometimes led to destruction.
Abram couldn’t say no. All he could do
was hope, hope that those crazy prom-
ises that the Lord was making would
come true, hope that if they didn’t, at
least maybe he wouldn’t end up com-
pletely destroyed.

Well, Abram had hope,and trust in
this divine presence, so he took a

chance and said yes. Thank you, Abram,
for stepping out in faith and trusting in
divine promises.

When has hope helped you make a
bold step in your life?
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Lesson 2                                                            8                                                     December 8

Purpose
To admit that hope looks foolish without faith.

Hearing the Word   
The Scripture for this lesson is printed below. 

Faith and Hope

Hebrews 11:1, 6-16 (NIV)
Hebrews 11:1

      1    Now faith is confidence in what we hope
for and assurance about what we do not see.

6-16
      6    And without faith it is impossible to
please God, because anyone who comes to him
must believe that he exists and that he rewards
those who earnestly seek him.
      7    By faith Noah, when warned about things
not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his
family. By his faith he condemned the world and
became heir of the righteousness that is in
keeping with faith.
      8    By faith Abraham, when called to go to a
place he would later receive as his inheritance,
obeyed and went, even though he did not know
where he was going.
      9    By faith he made his home in the prom-
ised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he
lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were
heirs with him of the same promise.
      10 For he was looking forward to the city
with foundations, whose architect and builder is
God.
      11 And by faith even Sarah, who was past
childbearing age, was enabled to bear children
because she considered him faithful who had
made the promise.
      12 And so from this one man, and he as
good as dead, came descendants as numerous
as the stars in the sky and as countless as the
sand on the seashore.
      13 All these people were still living by faith
when they died. They did not receive the things
promised; they only saw them and welcomed
them from a distance, admitting that they were
foreigners and strangers on earth.
      14 People who say such things show that
they are looking for a country of their own.

      15 If they had been thinking of the country
they had left, they would have had opportunity
to return.
      16 Instead, they were longing for a better
country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is not
ashamed to be called their God, for he has pre-
pared a city for them.

Hebrews 11:1, 6-16 (KJV)
Hebrews 11:1

      1    Now faith is the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

6-16
      6    But without faith it is impossible to
please him: for he that cometh to God must
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of
them that diligently seek him.
      7    By faith Noah, being warned of God of
things not seen as yet, moved with fear, pre-
pared an ark to the saving of his house; by the
which he condemned the world, and became
heir of the righteousness which is by faith.
      8    By faith Abraham, when he was called to
go out into a place which he should after receive
for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not
knowing whither he went.
      9    By faith he sojourned in the land of prom-
ise, as in a strange country, dwelling in taberna-
cles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of
the same promise:
      10 For he looked for a city which hath foun-
dations, whose builder and maker is God.
      11 Through faith also Sara herself received
strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of
a child when she was past age, because she
judged him faithful who had promised.
      12 Therefore sprang there even of one, and
him as good as dead, so many as the stars of
the sky in multitude, and as the sand which is by
the sea shore innumerable.
      13 These all died in faith, not having
received the promises, but having seen them
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Seeing the Need
I didn’t grow up in the church, which

meant that I was invited to many different
churches while I was growing up. When I
was 13, I went to a youth lock-in where I
was treated to one too many representa-
tions of God as a tyrant who sought to
burn us all in hell if we didn’t do exactly
what he said. I couldn’t understand how
anyone would worship such a God. So I
decided to read the Bible for myself and
see if that was what God was like.

While there were many moments of
reading Scripture over the next three years

(I read a chapter a day and two on Sun-
days) that were transformative, it was
when I read Hebrews 11 that you might
say I was converted. To quote John Wesley,
my heart was “strangely warmed.”

To this day, I can’t put my finger on
exactly what happened or why that chap-
ter of the Bible turned me. I do know I was
captivated with the brevity and intensity of
this list of people who had chosen God. It
finally seemed like faith, which was so
illogical and difficult to comprehend, sud-
denly became possible. I wanted to be like
the people in that chapter. I wanted to
believe in God.

Perhaps you have seen it on a carved
decorative sign hanging in someone’s
house or printed on a paperweight or
splashed across a t-shirt: “Faith is the real-
ity of what we hope for, the proof of what
we don’t see” (Hebrews 11:1). It may be
one Bible verse you can actually quote.
Just because it is readily recited, though,
doesn’t mean it is simple. That one verse
contains a whole world of theology in it or
an entire life’s journey in trying to reach
and relate to God.

Faith and Hope
These two concepts are cornerstones

in a Christian life. In fact, if we recall 1
Corinthians 13, they are two of the things
that remain once our childish ways are
stripped away and we know God more

DAILY BIBLE STUDY

December 2            Psalm 47:1-9

December 3            Acts 7:1-8

December 4           Matthew 8:5-13

December 5           Hebrews 6:13-20

December 6           Acts 26:1-8

December 7           Galatians 3:6-14

December 8            Hebrews 11:1, 6-16

afar off, and were persuaded of them, and
embraced them, and confessed that they were
strangers and pilgrims on the earth.
      14 For they that say such things declare
plainly that they seek a country.
      15 And truly, if they had been mindful of that

country from whence they came out, they might
have had opportunity to have returned.
      16 But now they desire a better country, that
is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed
to be called their God: for he hath prepared for
them a city.
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fully. Since the introduction to this unit cov-
ers the idea of hope thoroughly, I want to
spend a little time reflecting on the mean-
ing of faith and then look at how faith and
hope interact with each other throughout
the New Testament.

The Greek words for “faith” are pistis
(noun) and pisteo (verb). They appear
across the New Testament witness,
although remarkably few times in the
Gospel of John. Hebrews may have the
most uses of the word in comparison to
the length of its book, as it shows up at
least 38 times. Hebrews 11 gives this
book its faith edge, as forms of pistis show
up 26 times in this chapter.

Like the Greek word for “hope,” faith
carries with it connotations of confidence
in the thing in which you have faith. It can
be translated as believing, reliable, or
trustworthy. But faith comes with its
moments of doubt. It is important to affirm
in those moments that the God in whom
we believe continues to be trustworthy,
even when our commitment wobbles.

When we look across the New Testa-
ment, faith and hope appear within a
verse or two of each other at least 15
times. However, an additional eight times
they appear in the same verse: in Hebrews
11:1; 1 Corinthians 13:13; 2 Corinthians
10:15; Galatians 5:5; Colossians 1:23; 1
Thessalonians 1:3; 5:8; and 1 Peter 1:21.
They appear together in one other verse:
Romans 5:2. The fact that these two
words appear so often together speaks to
how interrelated they are. In fact, Hebrews
11:1 probably catches that relationship
the best: Faith is the reality of what we
hope for!

How does your hope in Christ
strengthen your faith, and vice versa?  

By Faith, We Take a Leap
One of my favorite scenes in any movie

happens in Indiana Jones and the Last
Crusade. Jones has to pass three tests of
faith to make it to the Holy Grail and have
a chance to save his father.

The last test is “The Leap From the
Lion’s Head.” Jones looks out from the
lion’s head over an incredibly deep chasm,
one that is too large to jump to get to the
other side. He says, “It’s a leap of faith.”
Jones has never been one to put much
trust in the supernatural, even though he
has experienced dramatic encounters in
the past. The doubt is on his face. you can
then hear his father say, “you must
believe,” as Jones puts his hand over his
heart and takes a deep breath.

We can see a sudden calm come over
Jones. He puts one leg out and falls for-
ward, and then it looks as if he stops mid-
air. Now we can see a razor thin, rock-solid
bridge across the chasm. Indiana takes a
few hesitant steps before walking confi-
dently across the bridge to reach the room
with the grail.

As heart-gripping as that moment is, it
is actually what Jones does when he
reaches the other side that makes me love
that scene: He scatters sand behind him
so he will be able to find the bridge again
and get back across.

That is what a life of faith so often feels
like to me. I have moments when I step
out in courage, when I put everything on
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the line and take the ridiculous chance,
trusting that God will lead me through it. I
did that when I accepted a call to ministry,
when I relocated my family so I could go to
seminary, and with every phone call that
comes during appointment season to tell
me we are moving again. As soon as I take
those chances, though, I also question if I
am crazy for doing it. I long to have a way
to turn around and go back.

Trusting God is not always easy, and
because of that, living into our faith is not
easy. I know that God will only work good
through my life; but I also know that for the
good to happen in a world broken by sin,
some people have to pay a heavy price for
the love of others.

The people in this chapter of Hebrews
experienced great blessings but also took
significant chances for God, and the road
to the blessing was not always so evident.
Sometimes, we have our “throw sand
behind us” moments. Those moments are
when our faith in God wavers, and we lose
our focus on trusting God and turn to trust-
ing ourselves or someone else. Often,
when we do that, the road God has us
stepping out on disappears, and God has
to reroute us, as God did with Abraham
and Sarah.

When have you taken a big leap of faith
for God? Did you have doubts before, dur-
ing, or after your leap?

When Hope Begins to Dwindle  
Lesson 1 notes the tension that was

present in the single line that tells us Sarai
could not have children. Of course, the
readers/hearers of the letter to the
Hebrews knew that all worked out––well,

sort of.
God promised Abraham that his

descendants would out number the stars
in the sky; but as Abraham grew older and
older, he still did not have a single descen-
dant. In his case, the reality of what he
hoped for was less and less his faith and
more and more the need for a child. What
was he to do about this promise from God
that had yet to become a reality? Take
matters into his own hands, right?

Sarah gave her handmaid Hagar to
Abraham and told him to bear a child with
her. Ishmael was born. However, God
intended Sarah to have a child for Abra-
ham, not Hagar. Now there was dissension
in the family and, ultimately, a family split,
one that almost resulted in the death of
Hagar and her child.

But aren’t Sarah and Abraham’s
actions understandable? Of all the some-
what common biological struggles that
humans find themselves in, infertility must
be one of the most difficult. Every month
is another cycle of hope and then devas-
tating loss. Some couples describe it as
losing a member of their family every
month. At the very least, it is the death of
a dream. In such perpetual loss, how does
someone find hope?

My doctoral dissertation covered infer-
tility in the New Testament. The whole proj-
ect was inspired by the couples I have
known who struggled to have children and
shared that journey with me. I spent years
reflecting on that journey.

I was able to place infertility in the con-
text of the Greco-Roman world and its
demand to reproduce to perpetuate vari-
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ous cultures. What I was unable to do was
to define how people hold on to hope. One
of the books I used in my studies was enti-
tled Hope Deferred, an honest reflection
on infertility by renowned theologians who
were infertile themselves. Concise theol-
ogy fails them when their hearts are bro-
ken.

In the course of my work, I also realized
that some seasons of the church are par-
ticularly difficult for people struggling to
have a child, especially the season of
Advent. When a couple is desperate for a
baby, sometimes they find little comfort in
a season when a virgin who didn’t even
ask to be pregnant suddenly gets to have
a child––and not just any child, but the
Savior of the world. We in the church
would do well, in the midst of our celebra-
tion of all that is miraculous, to remember
and to be sensitive to those who have not
had their miracle yet.

Hope, then, sometimes comes and
goes just as faith does. Hope, however,
also appears when we least expect it and
when we most need it. It is the moment of
calm when you hold the hand of your loved
one who is slipping from this life. It is the
phone call from your friend offering
encouragement when you feel lost and
alone. It is that small sign in your day,
maybe a sunrise or a noticeable coinci-
dence, that helps you to know that God is
with you.

Hope crawls in and gets you to the next
day when it seems as if the sun will never
rise again. It is the confidence, as Freder-
ick Buechner put it, that the worst thing
isn’t the last thing.1 That is hope.

When has hope been easy for you, and
when has it been difficult? 

Faith Draws Us Near
you can’t have hope without faith.

Hope without faith is hollow. More than
hollow, it is foolish. If you don’t have faith
in something that anchors your hope,
there is no sense in having hope.

Abraham hoped for a land of his own
and descendants; but without faith in the
God who was directing his path, what was
the point? Noah just looked foolish build-
ing a boat in the desert without faith.
Moses had no chance against Pharaoh
without faith. Sarah would never be a
mother in her advanced age without faith.

And how about the people under the
thumb of Caesar Augustus? Without faith
that God could hear them and still loved
them, hope in a messiah was a useless
proposition. True, God’s fulfillment of that
hope would take more than one of them
by surprise. They expected a king. They got
a poor carpenter born in a stable. But that
carpenter would be God with us, the one
who draws near.

That is what faith does, too. It draws us
near to God. It demonstrates our willing-
ness to be in relationship with the Creator.
That is what I learned that day when
Hebrews 11 spoke to me. I wanted to draw
near to God, just as God had finally been
revealed as near to me.

I think of all the times I have sat with
parishioners at the side of their beds,
knowing that their last breath on this
plane of reality was not far away. For the
ones who have faith, even when the
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breath comes through a deep rattle, there
is an ease to it. Why? Because of hope.
They have great hope in what lies before
them. But the only reason they have that
hope is because they have faith. They have
faith in Christ, in the one who confronted
death, walked through it, and came to the
other side more alive than ever.

That is our great hope. But it makes
sense only through the powerful lens of

faith. you can’t have one without the other.
When in your faith journey have you felt

God’s presence with you?
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1 From goodreads.com/quotes/416962-the-worst-isn-t-the-last-thing-about-the-world-it-s.
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