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Find out what pleases the Lord.
Ephesians 5:10
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December  2019–Febr uar y  2020

Honoring God

‘Tis the season . . . for many activities. We have just come 
through the fall season of giving thanks. Next up is the season to 
deck the halls and be jolly, fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la. But there is so 
much more than the funny songs of this season. For example, this 
winter season is a time for outdoor activities of ice skating, skiing, 
and sleigh rides. We fill our homes with the good smells of cook-
ies and special breads. We decorate for Christmas and then gather 
with family and friends to celebrate. However, our best activity this 
season—and every season—is honoring God. 

We are made to honor God. We please Him by receiving His 
gift of salvation by faith in His Son, Jesus Christ, whom the Father 
sent to live on earth so we can know God better, and then to die 
and rise again for our salvation. We cannot honor the Lord without 
faith. Belief in Jesus and confidence in our salvation honor God in 
the Christmas season, and throughout the year. 

God gave us voices to honor Him. This is a great season for sing-
ing our gratitude and praise. Whether we lift our voices in song or 
prefer to listen and let the message reverberate in our hearts, the 
rich heritage of Christian carols and songs of Christmas helps us 
exalt our great God. Let music help you honor God. And also look 
for opportunities to use your voice to encourage people, wish them 
a merry Christmas, and talk with others about how Jesus’ birth in 
Bethlehem is still the best news anyone has ever heard. Let your 
voice declare joy to the world. 

God gave us hands and feet to honor Him. Each day we can use 
our strength, talents, and resources to give from what we produce 
and to serve others. He is pleased when we give ourselves as His 
hands and feet in the world.

2629320-Devotions Pocket Edition-Body.indd   2 1/14/19   9:58 AM



3

December  2019–Febr uar y  2020

God gave us the church to help us honor Him. We please God 
when we gather with His people to worship, learn about Him, pray 
for His work in our lives and the world, and encourage one another 
in our faith. Let fellowship in the body of Christ warm your spirit 
throughout this winter season.  

We honor God through the choices we make in our daily lives. 
This devotional is a resource that can be your companion for a daily 
choice to spend time with God. Let it guide you to daily Scripture 
readings, take you deeper into the insights and encouragement 
from our authors, and then help you conclude in conversation with 
God. Along the way, each day this winter quarter, consider how 
you grow in your faith, and find out how to please God each day.

—Scott Stewart, Editor 
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December  1

Let’s Try Again

The Levites carried the ark of God with the poles on their 
shoulders, as Moses had commanded in accordance with 
the word of the Lord (1 Chronicles 15:15).

Scripture: 1 Chronicles 15:1-3, 14-16, 25-29a
Song: “Second Chance”

Under Thomas Edison’s direction, it took a team of men 24 
hours to put one light bulb together. Edison gave the finished bulb 
to a young boy to carry upstairs. He gingerly carried it, step-by-step 
. . . but you can probably guess that he dropped the bulb at the top 
of the stairs. It took the team another 24 hours to make another 
bulb. Amazingly, Edison gave it to the same boy, who successfully 
carried this bulb upstairs.

Whether this story is true or urban legend, it portrays the mercy 
and forgiveness that God offers to us. He is not hovering over us, 
waiting for us to fail in order to punish us. He is not a cruel father 
who yells at His children and shoves them aside as hopeless. Our 
heavenly Father is ever-loving, all-forgiving, and merciful. Nothing 
delights His heart more that seeing His children try again, His way, 
and succeed.

There are so many lessons to learn on the pathway to success. 
Mistakes are inevitable, but many can be avoided if we do things 
God’s way. In God’s economy, often the greatest benefit is in the 
process rather than in the outcome.

Loving Father, thank You for Your patience with us. Help us learn through our mis-
takes. In Jesus’ name, amen.

December 1. Jill Sanderson Millsap lives in southeast Wyoming with her husband of 30-plus 
years. She enjoys singing, time with her children and grandchildren, and serving in her local 
church.
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December  2 

The Other Side of the Fence

“Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth; for I 
am God, and there is no other” (Isaiah 45:22).

Scripture: Isaiah 45:20-25
Song: “This World Is Not My Home”

Shin Dong-hyuk was born into the Kaechon internment camp, 
North Korea. There he daily witnessed executions and beatings. 
He survived by eating frogs, rats, and bugs. Shin’s friend Pyongyang 
had done some traveling and told stories of life beyond the fence. 
In 2005, they were working near the camp’s edge. When no guards 
were in sight, they attempted to escape over the electric fence. 
Pyongyang was fatally electrocuted. Shin used Pyongyang’s body 
as a buffer between himself and the fence. Eventually, Shin made 
it to the Chinese border and bribed guards with stolen items to let 
him cross.

This story of desperation, sacrifice, and hope beautifully de-
scribes the confidence we can have as believers in Jesus Christ. 
Much like Shin Dong-hyuk, our story doesn’t end on this side of 
the fence. And much like Shin Dong-hyuk, we can experience free-
dom because of one man’s death. Now this was no ordinary man, 
to be sure. Jesus, being fully man and fully God, chose to lay down 
His life so that we can cross from this world into glory. And unlike 
Pyongyang, Jesus did not stay dead but rose to defeat death and 
make a way for us to spend eternity with Him.

Jesus, help me to keep my eyes on You and not on the world around me. Thank 
You for making a way for me to spend eternity with You. In Your name I pray. Amen.

December 2–8. Kim Biasotto lives in Delaware with her extraordinary family.
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December  3

Recalculating

“Then we cried out to the Lord, the God of our ances-
tors, and the Lord heard our voice and saw our misery, toil 
and oppression. So the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a 
mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great terror and 
with signs and wonders” (Deuteronomy 26:7, 8).

Scripture: Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Song: “By Your Side”

My phone’s GPS seems to say “Recalculating” a lot. Sometimes 
it is because I took a wrong turn. Other times it is because traffic 
up ahead changes. But sometimes, I just think I know better and go 
the direction I think I should go. And more often than not, I end up 
having to make a U-turn to get back on track. Of course, this typi-
cally doesn’t happen until I have gone far out of my way, sometimes 
even ending up in less than desirable locations.

I like how today’s verse starts with the word then. The Israelites 
had gotten themselves into an undesirable situation with the Egyp-
tians, and then they cried out to God. So often we first go the way 
we think is best, and then call to God for help. Even though He has 
given us His Word as a road map, we often must make a U-turn to 
get back on track. But the great thing is that when we cry out to 
God, He hears our cries and shows us where to turn around. He 
heads us in the direction He wanted us to go all along.

Lord God, thank You that whenever I call out, You hear. Keep me moving forward 
and moving toward You. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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December  4 

Good Fleas

Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name; make known 
among the nations what he has done (Psalm 105:1).

Scripture: Psalm 105:1-15
Song: “Praise You in This Storm”

Sisters Corrie and Betsie ten Boom were imprisoned in the  
Ravensbruck concentration camp during WWII because they had 
hidden Jews. As they sat on rancid, flea-infested straw, God brought 
to Betsie’s mind 1 Thessalonians 5:18: “Give thanks in all circum-
stances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” So they did. 
They thanked God that they were together, that they had a Bible 
and other women they could tell about Jesus. Then Betsie gave 
thanks for the fleas. Corrie tried to stop her, but Betsie reminded 
her about the verse, and so together they approached the throne of 
Heaven and thanked God for the fleas.

It was much later when the sisters realized that the guards did not 
check on them in their bunk house because of the flea infestation. 
This left them free to share the good news of Jesus uninterrupted.

Sometimes it is easy to thank God for the good things He has 
given us, such as food, clothes, and shelter. But let’s be careful with 
our definition of good. “God chose the foolish things of the world to 
shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame 
the strong” (1 Corinthians 1:27). Let us endeavor to constantly 
rejoice in all that God has given to us and our households. Even 
the fleas.

Thank You, Father, that You are good and delight in Your children. Let me always 
give thanks and praise to You. In Your Son’s name, amen.
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December  5

Amen

Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, from everlasting 
to everlasting. Let all the people say, “Amen!” Praise the 
Lord (Psalm 106:48).

Scripture: Psalm 106:40-48
Song: “Because He Lives”

Movie creators love to end their productions with poignant lines. 
Producers Merian Cooper and Ernest Schoedsack ended the 1933 
classic King Kong with Carl Denman correcting a cop about what 
happened to Kong, saying, “Oh no, ’twasn’t the aviators. It was 
Beauty killed the Beast.” In The Wizard of Oz, Dorothy, relieved to 
be away from all that drama in Oz, looks at her aunt and exclaims, 
“Auntie Em, there’s no place like home!” So ends the movie. These 
last lines bring us closer to what we just witnessed.

The word amen is like that too. We might tack it onto the end 
of our prayers to let others know we are finished, but there is more 
to this little word. It is used hundreds of times in the Bible for the 
same purpose as it is used in today’s verse: as a statement of agree-
ment that literally means “verily,” or “truly.” Amen is the last word 
in Jude and Romans, to emphasize the integrity of the work. It is 
like saying, “What I have written is the truth.” Jesus is God’s amen 
(2 Corinthians 1:20). He has accomplished all the promises of God. 
And with our “amen” we stand in agreement with Christ and the 
truth about God that He came to reveal to us.

Lord God, thank You for Your power and authority. Thank You for being bigger than 
we can think or imagine. Thank You that Your Word is true, and that we can rely on 
You. In Jesus’ name, amen.

2629320-Devotions Pocket Edition-Body.indd   8 1/14/19   9:58 AM



9

December  6

Consider the Source

[God] remembers his covenant forever, the promise he 
made, for a thousand generations (1 Chronicles 16:15).

Scripture: 1 Chronicles 16:14-18
Song: “One True God”

An insurance company commercial posed a woman insisting to a 
friend that “they can’t put anything on the Internet that isn’t true.” 
When asked where she learned that, she replied, “The Internet.” 
She then meets up with her allegedly—but clearly not—“French 
model” date whom she, of course, met on the Internet.

An attribute of God is that He is truthful. He can’t say something 
false. This is why He can be trusted. We can rely on Him to keep 
His promises. The foundational promise for each of us to trust is 
God’s promise of salvation. “If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus 
is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9). When we take this step, in 
faith and obedience, then God is faithful to redeem us. We go from 
there to depend on many other promises for His people.

When we become weighed down by life’s burdens, we have the 
promise that “He [God] gives strength to the weary and increases 
the power of the weak” (Isaiah 40:29). We can receive strength 
from God for our needs when we turn to Him. 

Thank You, Lord, for being the way, truth, and life. Increase my faith so that I quickly 
remember that I can trust and live by what You say. Help me to stand on Your prom-
ises and imitate You in all I say, do, and think. In Your name, amen.
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December  7

Voices

Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof: let the fields  
rejoice, and all that is therein (1 Chronicles 16:32, KJV).

Scripture: 1 Chronicles 16:28-36
Song: “It Is Well with My Soul”

As a wave breaks, bubbles form in the water near the surface and 
ride along in the water. A wave that curls over itself forms larger 
bubbles. A wave that splashes at the tip forms smaller bubbles. 
The different sizes of the bubbles in the various waves, as well as 
the distribution of the bubbles in the water, determine the various 
sounds—almost different voices that we hear as each wave comes 
ashore. This is why some waves sound calm and relaxing while 
others roar like thunder. These sounds, which God gave creation, 
are like voices of praise to Him. And the God who gave voice to 
creation can speak to us in different voices. 

David praised God for a time of rescue. God is depicted as de-
livering David with mighty acts that were preceded by a voice that 
“thundered from heaven” (2 Samuel 22:14, KJV). When Elijah was 
worn out by opposition toward himself, and especially toward God, 
then God spoke to Elijah in a still, small voice to comfort, encour-
age, and then send Elijah on to his next assignment (1 Kings 19:12-
18). 

The God of creation knows how to speak to us so we hear and 
receive what we need. He is all-powerful and mighty, yet also calm-
ing and gentle. He is able to speak into our lives.

Mighty God, thank You for giving me a voice to praise You and for speaking to me 
what You know I need. Please help me to listen for Your voice. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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December  8

Mom Brain

Remember the wonders he has done, his miracles, and 
the judgments he pronounced (1 Chronicles 16:12).

Scripture: 1 Chronicles 16:8-13, 19-27
Song: “Faithful God”

I have used the “mom brain” excuse for poor judgment, missed 
appointments, and for spontaneously crying for no reason. And my 
validation is that researchers in Barcelona scanned the brains of 
women before and after they gave birth and found changes in the 
structure of their brains. The researchers think these changes might 
help women understand the needs and emotions of their babies 
and help them be better prepared for motherhood. Sadly, the re-
search said nothing about poor memory or unexpected emotions, 
but I still use my mom brain excuse for those too! 

While I might forget an appointment or the birth date of my 
fourth-born, I pray I never forget the wonders God has done in 
my life and in the lives of those I know and love. I need these 
memories in the tough times. I need to recall how God is depend-
able. I want to recall how He walked with me through pain in the 
past and is still beside me, whether I feel Him or not. I need to 
remember that He keeps track of all my sorrows. He knows about 
all my tears (Psalm 56:8). He knows when I ache for my children’s 
pain or rejoice when they praise Him. He is a faithful God who will 
never leave me or forsake me, no matter what I feel or experience 
(Deuteronomy 31:6).

Lord God, thank You for Your great faithfulness! Do not let me forget Your wonders. 
Let me praise You in all things and rely on You at all times. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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