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I believe in God the Father Al-
mighty, maker of heaven and 
earth and in Jesus Christ, His 
only Son, our Lord who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suf-
fered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead and buried; the 
third day He arose from the 
dead, He ascended into heaven 
and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from 
thence He shall come to judge 
the quick and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the Church 
Universal, the communion of 
the saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.

I believe my A.M.E. Church 
School must grow and grow; and 
that I must make it a top priority 
to make it so. Every member a 
Christian, every Christian a work-
er, every worker trained so that a 
worker need not be ashamed. This 
we ask in Jesus’ name.

EDITORIAL STAFF

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

THE CHURCH
SCHOOL CREED

A.M.E. Discipline

I. Bell tap or organ voluntary 
as a signal for silence

II. Singing

III. The Apostles’ Creed

IV.  Prayer, closing with the 
Lord’s Prayer in concert

V. Singing

VI. Calling roll of officers and 
teachers

VII. Responsive reading of the 
lesson text by school

VIII. The Decalogue

I. Organ interlude while the 
classes are being arranged

II. Class study of the lesson

III. Warning bell—5 minutes

IV.  Closing bell—silence

I. Singing

II. Review and application of 
the lesson

III. Secretary’s report

IV.  The Church School Creed

V. Singing

VI. Benediction
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1 Chronicles 15:1-3
 1 David built houses for 
himself in the city of David, and he 
prepared a place for the ark of God 
and pitched a tent for it.
 2 Then David commanded 
that no one but the Levites were to 
carry the ark of God, for the Lord 
had chosen them to carry the ark 
of the Lord and to minister to him 
forever.
 3 David assembled all Israel 
in Jerusalem to bring up the ark of 
the Lord to its place, which he had 
prepared for it.

14-16
 14 So the priests and the 
Levites sanctified themselves to 
bring up the ark of the Lord, the 
God of Israel.
 15 And the Levites carried 
the ark of God on their shoulders 
with the poles, as Moses had 
commanded according to the word 
of the Lord.
 16 David also commanded 
the chiefs of the Levites to appoint 

their kindred as the singers to play 
on musical instruments, on harps 
and lyres and cymbals, to raise 
loud sounds of joy. 

25-29a (end with “dancing”)
 25 So David and the elders 
of Israel, and the commanders of 
the thousands, went to bring up 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
from the house of Obed-edom with 
rejoicing.
 26 And because God helped 
the Levites who were carrying the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord, 
they sacrificed seven bulls and 
seven rams.
 27 David was clothed with 
a robe of fine linen, as also were 
all the Levites who were carrying 
the ark, and the singers, and 
Chenaniah the leader of the music 
of the singers; and David wore a 
linen ephod.
 28 So all Israel brought up 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
with shouting, to the sound of the 
horn, trumpets, and cymbals, and 

1 Chronicles 15:1-3, 14-16, 25-29a (end with “dancing”) (NRSV)

Lesson 1 December 1, 2019

DaviD Dances With Joy

Lesson Scripture: 1 Chronicles 15
Focus Scripture: 1 Chronicles 15:1-3, 14-16, 25-29a (end with 
“dancing”)

Key Verse: All Israel brought up the ark of the covenant of the Lord with 
shouting, to the sound of the horn, trumpets, and cymbals, and made loud 

music on harps and lyres. 1 Chronicles 15:28
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made loud music on harps and 
lyres.
 29 As the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord came to the city of 

David, Michal daughter of Saul 
looked out of the window, and saw 
King David leaping and dancing;…

3

Word PoWer!!!
•	 City of David – Another name for Jerusalem.

•	 Ark of God – Also called the Ark of the Lord and the Ark 
of the Covenant. It’s a wooden chest that contains the Ten 
Commandments. It is a symbol that God is with the people 
of Israel.

•	 Levites – One of the 12 tribes of Israel. They were chosen 
by God to care for the Ark of the Covenant, the tabernacle, 
and the temple. Some of them were priests. Others were 
singers, musicians, and/or worship leaders. The ones who 
usually carried the ark were not priests.

•	 Commanders of Thousands – Military leaders.

•	 Sanctified – Consecrated, set apart for something special.

•	 Obed-edom – David left the Ark of the Covenant in this 
Philistine’s home for three months. He helped David return it 
to Jerusalem so his family was treated like Levites.

•	 Linen Ephod – An apron-like outer garment that Levites 
and priests usually wear over a linen robe as a sign of their 
office. However, there were no rules against regular people 
wearing them.
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GETTING READY!!!

Mia noticed that certain people at church wore 
white on the Sunday when her church celebrated 
Holy Communion. The group of women called 

“stewardesses” wore white dresses on that day. They also 
helped get everything ready for the celebration. They were the 
ones who made sure the correct color linens were on the altar. 
They were also the ones who made sure there was enough 
communion bread and grape juice for everyone in attendance.

The stewardesses weren’t the only ones who wore white on 
Communion Sunday. The pastor wore a white clergy robe on that 
day. The pastor was the one who said a prayer of consecration. 
(That’s the prayer that’s said so that the communion bread and 
grape juice can be used during Holy Communion service. It’s 
what sets them apart as holy elements.)

Today was a special Communion Sunday. It was also the 
first Sunday of Advent. So Mia wanted to participate in a deeper 
way. Mia knew she wasn’t a stewardess or a pastor, but she 
wanted to wear the same color they did. She also wanted to 
honor and celebrate God in a special way. That’s why she wore 
white and prayed the opening prayer during service that day.  

INTO GOD’S WORD!!!

David wasn’t a priest or a Levite, either. Yet, he also 
wanted to honor and celebrate God in a special way. 
After three months of waiting, the Ark of the Covenant 

was finally returning to God’s people. It was really important to 
David that it was returned in the right way. That’s why he got 

4
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everybody involved. David made sure the Levites and priests 
consecrated themselves. He had the correct Levites carry the 
Ark of the Covenant on their shoulders using the poles. He had 
the leaders of the other Levites organize their various groups 
into singers and musicians. He had the tribal leaders and the 
military leaders go with him to bring back the Ark in a joyful 
manner. He had all the regular people join in by shouting and 
dancing. David even dressed more like a Levite than a king and 
danced in front of the Ark as it entered Jerusalem.

Activity #1 – Ain’t No Party Like a “God Is Here” Party. Your 
teacher is going to play a song by Fred Hammond called, “The 
Spirit of David.” When the song stops playing, fill the balloons 
below with reminders of what made the celebration for the Ark 
of the Covenant so special.
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USING GOD’S WORD!!!

David and the Israelites knew what it was like to have a 
reminder that God was with them. They also knew what it 
was like to be without the reminder. That’s why everyone 

found a way to get in on the celebration when the Ark of the 
Covenant returned to them. The Ark of the Covenant was their 
reminder, and it was home, so they had to celebrate in a big way.

Advent is a lot like the return of the Ark of the Covenant. It 
also reminds us that God is with us. “God Is with Us” is even the 
meaning of one of the names for the coming Messiah whom we 
celebrate during Advent. Guess what? Today is the first Sunday 
of Advent. How does this time of the year remind you that God 
is with us?

REMIX!!!

Mia and David both noticed that something special 
was happening between God and God’s people. Mia 
noticed it when the first Sunday of Advent fell on a 

Communion Sunday. David noticed it on the day the Ark of the 
Covenant returned to the Israelites. Both decided to change the 
way they dressed on the special day. Both decided to honor 
and celebrate God differently than they normally would. Both 
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got more people involved in the celebration.

Activity #2 – Ephods of Celebration. Work together as a class 
to make two mini-ephods using pillowcases and fabric scissors. 
One pillowcase should be plain, to symbolize David’s ephod, 
and the second should include a belt to symbolize a Levite’s 
ephod. Decorate the Levite ephod with ways that people in 
today’s lesson celebrated God. Then decorate the David ephod 
with ways that people today celebrate God. (Hint: Use the two 
t-shirt images below to practice.)

PRAISE THE LORD!!!
We’re so glad you’re here

We’re so glad you care
God, you are awesome
Of that we are aware

It’s time to celebrate you
And that’s what we intend to do

Because nobody loves us like you.
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1 Chronicles 16:8-12
 8 O give thanks to the Lord, 
call on his name, make known his 
deeds among the peoples.
  9 Sing to him, sing praises 
to him, tell of all his wonderful 
works.
  10 Glory in his holy name; let 
the hearts of those who seek the 
Lord rejoice.
 11 Seek the Lord and his 
strength, seek his presence contin-
ually.
 12 Remember the wonderful 
works he has done, his miracles, 
and the judgments he uttered...

28-36
 28 Ascribe to the lord, O fam-
ilies of the peoples, ascribe to the 
Lord glory and strength.
 29 Ascribe to the Lord the 
glory due his name; bring an offer-
ing, and come before him. Worship 
the Lord in holy splendor;
 30 tremble before him, all the 
earth. The world is firmly estab-

lished; it shall never be moved.
 31 Let the heavens be glad, 
and let the earth rejoice, and let 
them say among the nations, “The 
Lord is king!”
 32 Let the sea roar, and all that 
fills it; let the field exult, and ev-
erything in it.
 33 Then shall the trees of the 
forest sing for joy before the Lord, 
for he comes to judge the earth.
 34 O give thanks to the Lord, 
for he is good; for his steadfast 
love endures forever.
 35 Say also: “Save us, O 
God of our salvation, and gather 
and rescue us from among the na-
tions, that we may give thanks to 
your holy name, and glory in your 
praise.
 36 Blessed be the Lord, the 
God of Israel, from everlasting to 
everlasting.” Then all the people 
said “Amen!” and praised the 
Lord.

1 Chronicles 16:8-12, 28-36 (NRSV)

DaviD tells GoD, “thanks!”
Lesson Scripture: 1 Chronicles 16:7-36
Focus Scripture: 1 Chronicles 16:8-12, 28-36

Key Verse: O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, make known his 
deeds among the peoples. 1 Chronicles 16:8

Lesson 2 December 8, 2019
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Word PoWer!!!
•	 Wonderful Works – Deeds or events that are so outside of 

the norm that people are so amazed that their attention is 
grabbed.

•	 Ascribe – Let someone know that you know they have a 
particular quality; to give credit or recognition.

•	 Amen – A religious response to something said or done that 
means “let it be.” The expression suggests that the person 
saying it fully agrees with what’s just been said or done.

GETTING READY!!!

Greater Deliverance AME Church had a lot to thank 
God for. They hadn’t been able to worship in their own 
building for almost a year due to weather damage. Now 

the repairs were complete and the bills were paid in full. It was 
time to celebrate all that God had made possible for them. The 
plans started off small and then grew to something fantastic. 
The pastor asked the director of Christian Education to write an 
original thanksgiving song. Instead, Dr. Ash wrote a production 
that included the new song, original artwork, praise dancing, 
special colors, and pleasing scents from Bible days. A video 
of the event reached the bishop. Several months later Dr. Ash 
led a district Christian Education summit workshop on how to 
incorporate all of the human senses into a worship service.
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INTO GOD’S WORD!!!

David and the people of Israel recognized that the return 
of the Ark of the Covenant was yet another wonderful 
work of God. It was something they were only able to 

do because God made it possible. Therefore, God deserved 
more than just one person’s praise. God deserved to be praised 
and thanked in a way that would last beyond their generation. 
That’s why King David asked Asaph and his family to begin a 
special mission. First, Asaph was to write a thanksgiving song 
for this occasion. Then, his family members were to continue 
writing songs so the people would never forget how God takes 
care of them in tough times. That way more than one generation 
would be able to praise and thank God. Also, they could use the 
music to invite other people to give God the glory and honor that 
God deserved.

Activity #1 – Songs of Thanksgiving and Praise. Use the 
space below to list a few lines from your favorite songs about 
thanking God. When you’re done, work together as a class to 
create a medley that you can sing and/or create movements to 
as part of your closing.



JUNIOR SCHOLAR QUARTERLY

11

USING GOD’S WORD!!!

People of faith often develop prayers and songs that 
remind them of God’s goodness, faithfulness, and 
power to save. Such songs remind them that trouble 

doesn’t last forever, and that God will do again what God’s done 
before. They give new generations of people the excuse they 
need to thank God for everything God gets them through.

Sometimes faith communities sing old songs in the 
traditional way. Sometimes faith communities re-vamp the old 
songs. Sometimes faith communities sample the old songs and 
incorporate them into a new song. Sometimes faith communities 
create totally new songs that cover the same topics as the old 
songs.

Guess what? This isn’t a new idea. Several psalms in the 
4th section of the Book of Psalms (i.e. Psalms 90-106) contain 
samples of the message within the song from today’s lesson. 
This “sampling” of the thanksgiving song from 1 Chronicles 
reminds us that making sure the encouraging message of one 
faith generation continues to speak to future faith generations, 
is always a good choice.

Activity #2 – The Old School Singers Knew How to Sample 
Well. Use printouts of Psalm 96:7-13, Psalm 105:1-5, and Psalm 
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106:47-48 to figure out which parts of today’s printed lessons 
were sampled to create them.

The Psalm that sampled the 
thanksgiving song…

The section of the 
thanksgiving song that was 

sampled…

REMIX!!!

Lots of people misunderstand what “Amen” means. They 
treat it like a period at the end of a sentence instead of 
a prayer for God to make something become real. Don’t 

be one of those people. Let your “Amen” be like the “Amen” 
in today’s lesson. Let it be your way of joining in the song of 
thanksgiving to God. Let it be your way of ascribing glory and 
honor to God. Let it show that you’re accepting the worship 
leader, preacher, or choir’s invitation to praise and thank God.

PRAISE THE LORD!!!

Sing the medley you developed in Activity 1 and then close 
with this prayer:

God, you’ve been too great to us

For only one of us to give you praise
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So we’re inviting everyone to join us and say:

Thank you, God, for everything you’ve done

Thank you, God, for everything you’re doing

Thank you, God, for everything you will do

To save, encourage, and restore us.

 ~ AMEN!


