
The New England Laborers’ UPDATE • Summer Issue 2015

Every day 2,000 eye injuries 
occur in American workplac-
es.  Over 20 percent of these 
injuries occur on construc-

tion sites causing 11,000 lost-time 
incidences annually.  Flying debris, 
concrete chips, splinters, tiny pieces 
of metal, sparks, and dust contrib-
ute to 70 percent of eye injuries in 
construction.  Other hazards include 
chemical splashes, the sun’s ultra 
violet rays, and welding arcs.  Even 
minor eye injuries caused by a simple 
scratch from dust or dirt can lead to 
painful corneal erosions and life-long 
vision problems. 
	 Although eye injuries are one of 
the most common workplace hazards 
that Laborers face, they are easily 
preventable through the use of proper 
eye protection.  Sixty percent of eye 

injuries are suffered by workers who 
either do not wear eye protection or 
remove it while working.  Wearing 
the wrong kind of eye protection 
can be nearly as hazardous.  Objects 
or chemicals going around or under 
ill-fitting safety eyewear can cause 
serious injuries.
	 Experts estimate that 90 percent 
of eye injuries can be prevented by 
using proper protective eyewear.  
The Occupational Safety & Health 
Administration’s (OSHA) standards 
require that suitable eye protection 
must be worn by workers when 
exposed to potential hazards.  To 
be effective the eyewear must be 
appropriate for the potential hazard, 
properly fitted, and marked ANSI 
Z87 on the frame.  
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Aetna Bridge Wins National Safety Award

For over 60 years Aetna Bridge Company has been serving 
New England as a leader in bridge construction and reha-
bilitation, marine construction and demolition services for 
states, municipalities, private developers and port author-

ities. Founded in 1945 by Rhode Island native, Hugo R. Mainelli, 
Sr., a civil and environmental engineer, the company still remains 
a family business with Hugo R. Mainelli, Jr., son of the founder 
serving as President and CEO and Chip Mainelli, grandson of the 
founder as Vice-President.  
	 This year at the Associated General Contractors of America 
Conference in Puerto Rico, Aetna Bridge was awarded a prestigious 
Construction Safety Excellence Award.  Competing with contrac-
tors from across the United States, the company placed second 
in the Highway & Transportation Category for projects in the 
$110,000 to $300,000 range. 	
	 “We are very proud to have Aetna Bridge as a signatory 
contractor.  They have a reputation for excellence and integrity 
throughout the industry.  Their deep commitment to industry 
health and safety issues is on par with our own, making it easy 
to work together as partners to enhance health and safety on these 
complex work sites.” noted Armand E. Sabitoni, LIUNA General 
Secretary-Treasurer and New England Regional Manager.  Vice-President Chip Mainelli accepts the award for Aetna Bridge from AGC officials.
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