
 
 
 
 

 
M E D I A   S T A T E M E N T 

 
COLUMBUS, OH (July 9, 2020) – Below is a media statement from John Barker, president and CEO of 
the Ohio Restaurant Association: 
 

“Ohio’s restaurants, foodservice and bar locations take seriously the commitment to health and 
safety.  
 
“The Ohio Restaurant Association fully supports Governor DeWine’s important decision to 
require face coverings in counties at high-risk (red level) for COVID-19 exposure and spread. We 
also know that many local municipalities have acted to require face coverings in their 
community, and we support those local actions as well. 
 
“At the core of the Ohio Restaurant Promise, which hundreds of Ohio restaurant owners and 
operators have signed, is the pledge to protect the health and safety of customers and 
restaurant employees. Public health experts and common sense suggest that one smart way to 
do that is through face coverings. 
 
“We recognize many restaurants have already taken their own measures to require masks. 
Keeping Ohio’s restaurants open requires enhanced safety practices, especially in hotspot areas, 
and this is the right step. We encourage compliance and suggest that other restaurants consider 
requiring face coverings of guests, where appropriate, upon entering and exiting the building, 
when waiting to be seated, and when not otherwise seated at their table.  
 
“The trust and confidence of restaurant employees and customers remains our focus, and the 
Ohio restaurant community will do what is needed to maintain it and remain open.”  

 
# # # 

 
About Ohio Restaurant Association: 

For 100 years, the Ohio Restaurant Association (ORA) has proudly served Ohio's restaurant and 
foodservice industry, with their members always being their number one priority. Founded on thought 
leadership and focused on finding sound business solutions for their members, the ORA offers advocacy 
and education, events and programs. For more information, visit ohiorestaurant.org. 
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