
The New England Laborers’ UPDATE • Summer Issue 2015

Springfield Renaissance Begins 

Representatives from the New England Laborers and 
the other involved building trades were among hun-
dreds who turned out this spring for the groundbreak-
ing of MGM Springfield, a new $800 million dollar 

casino project scheduled to open in 2017.  Mayor Domenic 
Sarno welcomed the project as the initiation of a “Springfield 
Renaissance” which will start in the south end of the city.  It was 
this section of the city that was so devastated by a rogue tornado 
back in June of 2011.  
	 Site work is scheduled to begin shortly on the mixed-
use development that will include a 25-story, 250 room hotel 
with world class spa, pool and roof deck.  The gaming space is 
estimated to encompass 125,000 square feet including space 
for slots, gaming tables, a separate poker and VIP gaming area.  
Also included will be retail and restaurant space that will accom-
modate 15 shops and eateries as well as a multi-level parking 
garage.   Plans are also in the works to build an adjoining dining 
and retail district with a cinema, bowling alley and outdoor 
stage on land that was formerly the South End Community 
Center and the Zanetti School, which were destroyed in the 
tornado as well.

	 Today, New England Laborers from Local 999 and Local 
1421 are fully involved in preparing the site by demolishing the 
buildings left standing and removing the asbestos from the site.   
MGM has hired Tishman Construction to initiate this enabling 
phase of the construction.  Working under a PLA they are pre-
paring the site for the build out phase.
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History in the Making!

T   he Laborers’ New England Region in conjunc-
tion with the Massachusetts and Northern New 
England Laborers’ District Council are proud 
to announce and welcome  the first ever Public 

Employees unit to organize in Maine under the LIUNA 
banner!    Employed by the Kennebec County Support Staff 
of the Registry of Deeds and the District Attorney, these 
new members will join Laborers’ Local Union 327 based in 
Augusta, Maine.  They include paralegals, victim witness 
advocates, finance personnel, legal secretaries, as well as oth-

er professionals. Massachusetts and Northern New England 
Public Employees’ Council Business Manager, Tim Mahoney, 

along with Devin Mayo, representing the Laborers’ New England 
Region Organizing Fund, worked diligently for nearly a year nego-
tiating their contract, reaching a significant milestone.
	 “We have really gotten to know these hardworking and intel-
ligent folks,“ expressed Mr. Mahoney.  “We are pleased to have had 
the opportunity to negotiate great working conditions and increases 
in wages and benefits on their behalf so that they can further sup-
port themselves and their families.  The Laborers look forward to 
working with them, the Kennebec District Attorney, as well as the 
County of Kennebec Board of Commissioners.”  
	

	 “We are so proud of these dedicated public employees who 
had the courage to stand up for what they thought was right to 
improve their working conditions,” stated Laborers’ New England 
Region Organizing Fund Director Scott Gustafson. “I also couldn’t 
be more proud of Tim and Devin for their leadership and commit-
ment to this successful endeavor.   We view this as a major break-
through for the New England Region and LIUNA in the great state 
of Maine.”
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New LIUNA members celebrate their successful negotiations!

Artists rendering of the proposed MGM Springfield complex.
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