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The Order of Service
       I.    Bell tap or organ voluntary
             as a signal for silence
      II.    Singing
     III.    The Apostles’ Creed
     IV.    Prayer, closing with the 
             Lord’s Prayer in concert
      V.    Singing
     VI.    Calling roll of officers and teachers
   VII.    Responsive reading 
             of the lesson text by school
  VIII.    The Decalogue

The Lesson
       I.   Organ interlude while 
             the classes are being arranged
      II.   Class study of the lesson
    III.   Warning bell — 5 minutes
     IV.   Closing bell — silence

The Closing
       I.   Singing
      II.   Review and application
            of the lesson
     III.   Secretary’s report
    IV.    The Church School Creed
      V.   Singing
    VI.   Benediction

Rev. Roderick Belin,, Publisher

Rev. Garland F. Pierce, Editor

Rev. Lionel Merritt, Lessons

I believe in God the Father
Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth and in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our
Lord who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was cruci-
fied, dead and buried; the
third day He arose from the
dead, He ascended into
heaven and sitteth on the
right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from
thence He shall come to
judge the quick and the
dead. I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the Church Unive-

rsal, the communion of
the saints, the forgive-
ness of sins, the resur-
rection of the body,
and the life everlast-

ing.

Editorial Staff

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe my A.M.E. Church
School must grow and
grow; and that I must make
it a top priority to make it so.
Every member a Christian,
every Christian a worker,
every worker trained so
that a worker need not be
ashamed. This we ask in
Jesus’ name.

The Church School 
Creed

Rev. Roderick Belin, Publisher
Rev. Garland F. Pierce, Editor
Dr. Catherine S. Powell, Lessons
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ACTS 3:11-21 (NRSV)
 11 While he clung to Peter and John, all the 
people ran together to them in the portico called 
Solomon’s Portico, utterly astonished.
 12 When Peter saw it, he addressed the peo-
ple, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, 
or why do you stare at us, as though by our own 
power or piety we had made him walk?
 13 The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors 
has glorifi ed his servant Jesus, whom you hand-
ed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, 
though he had decided to release him.
 14 But you rejected the Holy and Righteous 
One and asked to have a murderer given to you,
 15 and you killed the Author of life, whom God 
raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses.
 16 And by faith in his name, his name itself 
has made this man strong, whom you see and 
know; and the faith that is through Jesus has 
given him this perfect health in the presence of 
all of you.
 17 And now, friends, I know that you acted in 
ignorance, as did also your rulers.
 18 In this way God fulfi lled what he had fore-
told through all the prophets, that his Messiah 
would suffer.
 19 Repent therefore, and turn to God so that 
your sins may be wiped out,
 20 so that times of refreshing may come from 
the presence of the Lord, and that he may send 
the Messiah appointed for you, that is, Jesus,
 21 who must remain in heaven until the time 
of universal restoration that God announced 
long ago through his holy prophets.

ACTS 3:11-21 (KJV)
11 And as the lame man which was healed 

held Peter and John, all the people ran together 
unto them in the porch that is called Solomon’s, 
greatly wondering.
 12 And when Peter saw it, he answered unto 
the people, Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye 
at this? or why look ye so earnestly on us, as 
though by our own power or holiness we had 
made this man to walk?
 13 The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of 
Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorifi ed his 
Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied 
him in the presence of Pilate, when he was de-
termined to let him go.
 14 But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, 
and desired a murderer to be granted unto you;
 15 And killed the Prince of life, whom God hath 
raised from the dead; whereof we are witnesses.
 16 And his name through faith in his name 
hath made this man strong, whom ye see and 
know: yea, the faith which is by him hath given 
him this perfect soundness in the presence of 
you all.
 17 And now, brethren, I wot that through igno-
rance ye did it, as did also your rulers.
 18 But those things, which God before had 
shewed by the mouth of all his prophets, that 
Christ should suffer, he hath so fulfi lled.
 19 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that 
your sins may be blotted out, when the times of 
refreshing shall come from the presence of the 
Lord;
 20 And he shall send Jesus Christ, which be-
fore was preached unto you:
 21 Whom the heaven must receive until the 

 Faith in Jesus

Lesson Scripture:  Acts 3
Print:  Acts 3:11-21

Key Verses:  “And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see 
and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of 

all of you.” Acts 3:16 (NRSV)

Lesson 1  December 3, 2017
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INTRODUCTION

Jim, an automobile enthusiast, owns 
several vintage cars. Although he has had 
no formal automotive mechanics’ train-
ing, Jim prides himself on his ability to di-
agnose and correct most mechanical is-
sues that he encounters. In one particular 
case, however, he diagnosed a problem 
that he was unable to correct. Reluctant-
ly, Jim took the car to a professional me-
chanic, shared his diagnosis, and asked 
the mechanic to do the repairs. Shortly 

after retrieving the car from the shop, the 
previously identifi ed mechanical issues 
resurfaced. Returning to the mechanic’s 
shop, Jim complained and requested jus-
tifi cation for the bill that he’d already paid. 
The shop owner’s response was simple: 
“We did what you asked us to do. If the 
issues are not resolved, we will be happy 
to do our own diagnostics and give you 
an estimate on the costs for repairs.” 

Unless we are careful, our prayers 
can emulate Jim’s behavior. We have 
strong tendencies to diagnose our own 
problems and tell God how to fi x them. 
Today’s lesson focuses on a man whose 
understandings of his needs did not 
match with God’s assessments and the 
actual blessings God would make avail-
able to him through Peter and John. 

Vocabulary

• Acts – Also known as the Acts of the 
Apostles, the book of Acts historically 
connects the Gospels and the Epis-
tles. Luke, who also wrote Luke’s 
Gospel, wrote the book of Acts. This 
is a sequel that begins with the last 40 
verses of Luke’s Gospel and covers 
the 30-year period immediately follow-
ing Jesus’ resurrection. 

Lesson 1 December 3, 2017

HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS

November 27 – December 3

Monday Psalm 118:1-9 (Take Refuge in 
the Lord)

Tuesday Psalm 118:10-14 (The Lord, My 
Strength and Salvation)

Wednesday Acts 3:22-26 (A Blessing Prom-
ised to All Peoples)

Thursday Luke 7:44-50 (Your Faith Saved 
You)

Friday Acts 13:44-49 (Contrasting Re-
sponses by Jews and Gentiles)

Saturday Acts 3:1-10 (Crippled Beggar 
Requests Alms)

Sunday Acts 3:11-21 (Repent and Be-
lieve in Jesus)

times of restitution of all things, which God hath 
spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets 

since the world began.
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Lesson 1 December 3, 2017

• Alms [aumz] – Charitable handouts 
to the poor.

• Solomon’s Portico [por-ti-co] – A 
porch or walkway, supported by col-
umns that provided access to the Je-
rusalem Temple.

BIBLE STORY

Acts 3:1-10 provides background in-
formation for understanding the events in 
our printed text. Notably, Peter and John, 
along with many other people, rushed to 
the temple one day for 3:00 p.m. prayers. 
The route through Solomon’s Portico 
was lined with beggars, hoping to re-
ceive alms from people about to enter 
the temple. One of them, a man with life-
long physical impairments, asked Peter 
and John for money. Instead of receiving 
money, the man received much more. In 
addition to physical healing, the man also 
received wholeness or completeness that 
could only be gained by knowing and ac-
cepting Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 

Peter Confronts Spectators, Acts 
3:11-16

We can only imagine the spectacle 
the healed beggar must have become. 
As he humbled himself to the power and 
authority of the name, Jesus Christ, the 
man was healed and enabled to go into 
the temple on his own, “Walking and 
jumping, and praising God” (Acts 3:8). 

Astonished by what was happening, peo-
ple quickly gathered around him to gain 
better understandings about the miracu-
lous events they were witnessing.  Us-
ing this as a “teachable moment,” Peter 
refuted all notions that he and John had 
healed the man. Instead, he identifi ed Al-
mighty God as the Supreme Arbiter, who 
used these events to glorify Jesus Christ, 
whose name and authority had (by faith) 
effected the man’s healing. This asser-
tion provided a “springboard” from which 
Peter engaged the crowd with an updat-
ed introduction to Jesus Christ. 

Peter not only introduced Jesus Christ 
in a new way, but he also reminded the 
Jews of how they had rejected and false-
ly accused Jesus, insisting that Jesus 
should be killed instead of a known mur-
derer. Furthermore, Peter apprised them 
of the fact their efforts to kill the “Author 
of life” had failed because God had res-
urrected Jesus from the dead. Peter and 
John, as well as the healed man, stood be-
fore them as evidences of Jesus Christ’s 
victory. All, by faith, had demonstrated 
the power and authority that continuously 
rests in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Peter Points the Way to Salvation, 
Acts 3:17-21

Peter didn’t condemn the Jews for sins 
against Jesus. Instead, Peter blamed 
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Lesson 1 December 3, 2017

their deeds on ignorance. He also offered 
reassurance and new hope. The Jews 
needed to understand that Jesus’ death 
was not fi nal. His crucifi xion and death 
were fulfi llments of long-standing proph-
ecies that included the fact the Messiah 
would suffer. Hence, Peter offered new 
hope for those who were willing to re-
pent, receive God’s forgiveness, and ac-
cept (by faith) new life through the power 
and authority of Jesus Christ’s name. Pe-
ter also inferred that acceptance by faith 
had become essential because Jesus is 
in heaven and will remain there until God 
restores everything according to God’s 
plans. When God’s plans are fulfi lled, 
Jesus will return a second time, also ac-
cording to God’s prophecies. In essence, 
Peter was saying you “missed him and 
gravely mistreated him the fi rst time. But, 
you do have a second chance. It’s up to 
you!”

LIFE APPLICATION

Today is the fi rst Sunday in Advent. It 
ushers in a sacred period for refl ecting 
and reexamining our faith. What can we 
learn from the beggar’s faith in today’s 
lesson? Considering the man’s physical 
disability and imagining his lived experi-
ences, we can easily discern human log-
ic in his request for money. Fortunately, 
Peter and John realized the man needed 

much more. Like us, to enjoy the abun-
dant life Jesus promises, the man needed 
wholeness—spiritual, mental, emotional, 
and physical completeness that only faith 
in Jesus Christ can bring. 1 Corinthians 
2:9 tells us “… as it is written, eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath en-
tered into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that 
love him.” New life was the result of the 
man’s newly found faith.

The Jews, who witnessed the events 
in today’s lesson, were also given oppor-
tunity for new life. Peter’s scriptural dis-
cussions, updates on the risen Savior, 
and demonstrations of miraculous heal-
ing power in the authority of the Savior’s 
name must have moved some of those 
same Jews to repentance. The scriptures 
do not reveal how many. Yet, we know 
all of those witnesses had suffi cient infor-
mation to fi nally know Jesus’ true identi-
ty as well as the fact that salvation was 
still available. God’s prophecies do not 
lie! Peter’s discourse on Christ’s Second 
Coming also sanctioned hopes for eter-
nal life. 

For us, the same lessons are available. 
With regard to prayer requests, nothing 
in this lesson suggests that praying with 
specifi c requests should be abandoned. 
Instead, fl exibility with a larger view to-
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Lesson 1 December 3, 2017

ward praying for God’s will is implied. 
Jesus’ prayer in Luke 22:42 is revelatory 
and highly refl ective of this approach to 
prayer. Knowing that the pain and suffer-
ing associated with crucifi xion was immi-
nently awaiting him, Jesus fi rst prayed 
with specifi city: “Father, if thou be will-
ing, remove this cup from me.” He quick-
ly added, “Nevertheless not my will, but 
thine, be done.” From a focus on imme-
diate needs and concerns, Jesus transi-
tioned to a “big picture” focus on eternity, 
giving fi rst priority to pleasing God.

Also, as with the Jewish onlookers, 
God extends to us opportunities to be 
forgiven of all past sins. Confession, re-
pentance, and faith in Jesus Christ are 
all God requires. Micah 7:19 promises 
that God will cast our sins into a “sea of 
forgetfulness.” Also, the same promises 
Peter made to the onlookers (Acts 3:19) 
are available to us. 

SUMMARY

This lesson has great implications for 
living the abundant life Jesus promises. It 
is important to remember that we don’t al-
ways know what we need, but God does. 
It is also important to remember that no 

matter how sinful we may have been, 
God will forgive us. “The sacrifi ce accept-
able to God is a broken spirit; a broken 
and contrite heart…” (Psalms 51:17).

Questions

1. How do you feel about giving alms to 
the poor? 

2. What are your thoughts about miracu-
lous healings today?

3. Peter’s bold witness helped those 
who witness the miraculous healing to 
understand better the power of Jesus. 
How is our witness bold, with whom 
do we share it, and what does it say 
about the nature and power of Jesus?

CLOSING DEVOTION

Lord, your love and compassion continue 
to astound us. Let this always be the case 
for us. Please don’t allow us to become 
complacent or jaded by ordinariness in 
our lives. We thank you for Jesus, and we 
pray that you will help us remain mindful 
of the power and authority in his name. 
Please also enable us to be mindful of 
the need to ask that your will be done, 
knowing that you will provide everything 
we need. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.
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ACTS 13:1-12 (NRSV)
 1 Now in the church at Antioch there were 
prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon who 
was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen 
a member of the court of Herod the ruler, and 
Saul.
 2 While they were worshiping the Lord and 
fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have 
called them.”
 3 Then after fasting and praying they laid 
their hands on them and sent them off.
 4 So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they 
went down to Seleucia; and from there they 
sailed to Cyprus.
 5 When they arrived at Salamis, they pro-
claimed the word of God in the synagogues 
of the Jews. And they had John also to assist 
them.
 6 When they had gone through the whole is-
land as far as Paphos, they met a certain magi-
cian, a Jewish false prophet, named Bar-Jesus.
 7 He was with the proconsul, Sergius Pau-
lus, an intelligent man, who summoned Barn-
abas and Saul and wanted to hear the word of 
God.
 8 But the magician Elymas (for that is the 
translation of his name) opposed them and tried 
to turn the proconsul away from the faith.
 9 But Saul, also known as Paul, fi lled with 
the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him
 10 and said, “You son of the devil, you enemy 
of all righteousness, full of all deceit and villainy, 
will you not stop making crooked the straight 
paths of the Lord?
 11 And now listen—the hand of the Lord is 

against you, and you will be blind for a while, 
unable to see the sun.” Immediately mist and 
darkness came over him, and he went about 
groping for someone to lead him by the hand.
 12 When the proconsul saw what had hap-
pened, he believed, for he was astonished at 
the teaching about the Lord.

ACTS 13:1-12 (KJV)
  1 Now there were in the church that was at 
Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barn-
abas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and 
Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been 
brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.
 2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fast-
ed, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work whereunto I have called 
them.
 3 And when they had fasted and prayed, and 
laid their hands on them, they sent them away.
 4 So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, 
departed unto Seleucia; and from thence they 
sailed to Cyprus.
 5 And when they were at Salamis, they 
preached the word of God in the synagogues of 
the Jews: and they had also John to their minis-
ter.
 6 And when they had gone through the isle 
unto Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a 
false prophet, a Jew, whose name was Barje-
sus:
 7 Which was with the deputy of the country, 
Sergius Paulus, a prudent man; who called for 
Barnabas and Saul, and desired to hear the 
word of God.

 Faith to Discern 

Lesson Scripture:  Acts 13:1-12
Print:  Same

Key Verse:  When the proconsul saw what had happened, he believed, for he was astonished at 
the teaching of the Lord. Acts 13:12 (NRSV)

Lesson 2 December 10, 2017
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INTRODUCTION

Discernment, the ability to distinguish 
godly spirits/actions from false ones, is 
essential to successful Christian ministry. 
According to 1 Corinthians 12:10, dis-
cernment is a gift from the Holy Spirit. In 
addition to gifting Paul with discernment, 
the Holy Spirit also empowered him to 

openly face the opposition to the spread 
of the Gospel in a powerful one on one 
confrontation. 

Because of its many negative con-
notations, including hostility, confl ict, ar-
gument, and disagreement, Christians 
generally prefer not to engage in con-
frontation. The negative connotations are 
antithetical to the Fruit of the Spirit (Gala-
tians 5:22) that we are to use as behav-
ioral models. In today’s lesson, however, 
Paul demonstrates how confrontation 
can be both appropriate and effective 
when directed by the Holy Spirit.

VOCABULARY

• Elymas [el’ i-mas] – A hostile sorcer-
er/magician and false prophet, who 
was also known as Bar-Jesus (“son of 
salvation”).

• Proconsul – An infl uential Roman of-
fi cial; Proconsul Sergius Paulus was 
Cyprus’ governor.

• Paul – Saul of Tarsus’ Roman name; 
it was representative of his Roman 
citizenship. This was the fi rst time he 

HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS
December 4 – December 10

Monday Deuteronomy 31:14-15, 23; 
34:9 (Joshua Discerned as New 
Leader)

Tuesday 1 Samuel 3:1-9 (Eli Senses 
God’s Call to Samuel)

Wednesday 1 John 4:1-6 (Test the Spirits)

Thursday John 9:13-17 (Blind Man Dis-
cerns Jesus as Prophet)

Friday Romans 1:8-12, 16-17 (Paul’s 
Strategy: Jews First, Then 
Greeks)

Saturday Acts 14:21-28 (Door of Faith 
Opened to Gentiles)

Sunday Acts 13:1-12 (Spirit-Filled Lead-
ership Discernment)

Lesson 2 December 10, 2017

 8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name 
by interpretation) withstood them, seeking to 
turn away the deputy from the faith.
 9 Then Saul, (who also is called Paul,) fi lled 
with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him.
 10 And said, O full of all subtilty and all mis-
chief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all 
righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the 
right ways of the Lord?

 11 And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is 
upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing 
the sun for a season. And immediately there 
fell on him a mist and a darkness; and he went 
about seeking some to lead him by the hand.
 12 Then the deputy, when he saw what was 
done, believed, being astonished at the doctrine 
of the Lord.
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Lesson 2 December 10, 2017

was called Paul and never again Saul, 
which was his Hebrew name.

BIBLE STORY

Beginning with the events in today’s 
lesson, Paul replaced Peter as the cen-
tral fi gure in the book of Acts. Today’s 
scripture also chronicles the launching of 
Paul’s fi rst missionary journey, with Barn-
abas accompanying him. John Mark later 
joined them. Until now, the book of Acts 
has focused primarily on gaining Jew-
ish converts. With Paul and Barnabas, 
the apostles’ ministry shifted to focus 
on God’s complete salvation plans to in-
clude Gentiles and the establishment of 
the Universal Church. 

 Set Apart, Blessed, and Sent Forth to 
Serve, Acts 13:1-3

These scriptures reveal the circum-
stances and the means by which God 
commissioned Paul and Barnabas (vs. 
1-3) to establish a precedent that should 
guide contemporary practices with church 
leadership appointments. The Holy Spir-
it informed fi ve devout men (prophets 
and teachers), who were worshipping 
and fasting in Antioch’s temple, that God 
wanted them to set apart or dedicate Paul 
and Barnabas. After fasting and praying, 
and before sending them on their mis-
sion, the men placed their hands on Paul 
and Barnabas. This was a symbolic re-

ceiving of God’s blessings, including the 
Holy Spirit’s guidance and divine author-
ity, to do the work to which they were be-
ing called. 

Opposition Comes Quickly, Acts 13:4-8

Paul and Barnabas sailed to the island 
of Cypress, which was Barnabas’ home. 
Salamis, the largest city, was their fi rst 
stop. There, along with assistance from 
John Mark, they preached in the Jewish 
synagogues. The scriptures do not in-
dicate the occurrence of any threats to 
the ministry at this point. However, when 
they left Salamis and went to Paphos 
(the administrative capital and governing 
seat), serious opposition arose as they 
responded to some good news. 

The good news came in the form of 
an invitation from Sergius Paulus, the 
governor or proconsul, who wanted to 
hear the word of God. However, Elymas, 
a sorcerer with considerable infl uence, 
was not enthusiastic about the invitation. 
He felt threatened! If the proconsul be-
lieved in Jesus Christ, Elymas realized 
he was likely to also see the falsehood of 
Elymas’ sorcery, and he would be out of 
a job and whatever power he may have 
acquired. So, he “opposed them and tried 
to turn the proconsul away from the faith” 
(Acts 13:8).
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Lesson 2 December 10, 2017

Discernment and Confrontation 
Overpower Satanic Opposition,                

Acts 13:9-12

In looking at the descriptions of Paul’s 
demeanor as he confronted Elymas, we 
see Holy Spirit-inspired boldness epit-
omized. Paul demonstrated absolute 
confi dence in his position as he “looked 
intently at him” (v. 9). With discernment 
that surpasses human wisdom, Paul 
perceived and addressed Elymas as 
the impostor he really was. “Son of the 
devil, enemy of all righteousness, full of 
deceit and villainy” (v. 10) were certain-
ly not terms Elymas expected to hear. 
Furthermore, Paul “called him out” for 
his true motives. Paul also demonstrat-
ed the Holy Spirit’s superiority over the 
magic/sorcery that Elymas used to infl u-
ence people. Ironically, Paul caused Ely-
mas to experience physical blindness as 
he did on the Damascus Road. Stricken 
with blindness, Elymas “stumbled and 
fl oundered” like Paul and other ordinary 
men do. Elymas’ ordinariness was high-
lighted by the fact the blindness caused 
him to depend on other people to lead 
him. As always, we see the fulfi llment of 
God’s plans in this situation. “When the 
proconsul saw what had happened, he 
believed, for he was astonished at the 
teaching about the Lord” (Acts 13:12). 
We can only hope that Elymas, like Paul, 

eventually saw the “true light.”

LIFE APPLICATION

Discernment is defi nitely a gift for which 
we should all pray. Pagans believe in the 
practice of sorcery/magic. As revealed in 
this lesson, however, discernment should 
never be viewed as “magical power” to 
be used for personal gain or infl uence. 
Many scriptures, including Deuteronomy 
18:11-12 and Exodus 22:18, attest to the 
fact that God abhors magic. 1 Corinthi-
ans 12:7-11 tells us that the gifts of the 
Spirit, including discernment of spirits, 
are given for the “common good” or the 
spread of Christianity. The miracle result-
ing from Paul’s discernment manifested 
Jesus’ predictions for Holy Spirit empow-
erment (John 14:15-16; 25-26).

Opposition is to be expected (John 
16:33). Paul’s experiences provide vi-
brant insights into how Christians are to 
prepare for ministry as well as how they 
are to overcome opposition. The model 
for personal preparation is revealed in 
Acts 9. Obedience and personal prayer 
obviously humbled Saul (now Paul) to 
submit wholly to God’s will. When God 
deemed Paul to be ready, God sent Ana-
nias to personally assist with Paul’s new 
identity and to help Paul transition to ac-
ceptance in the Christian community, and 
new life in Jesus Christ. Ananias laid his 
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hands on Paul and became God’s con-
duit for impartation of the Holy Spirit into 
Paul’s life. Thus, Paul’s preparation for 
ministry began with Ananias. 

Group or congregational dedicatory 
practice is modeled in today’s lesson. Al-
though the church at Antioch already had 
prophets and teachers (Acts 13:3), they 
still sought the Holy Spirit’s guidance 
through prayer and fasting. Their devo-
tion was rewarded in two ways. First, 
those fi ve devout men were blessed to be 
the fi rst to receive the news of Paul and 
Barnabas’ selection for special ministry. 
Secondly, after more fasting and praying, 
they became God’s anointed vessels for 
“laying hands” on Paul and Barnabas be-
fore sending them forward on their jour-
ney.

Proper preparation and Holy Spirit 
empowerment are needed for overcom-
ing opposition. This is the position from 
which Paul was able to engage so force-
fully with Elymas. Our opposition(s) may 
arise from many different sources. It is 
easy to say we will just wait on the Lord. 
However, waiting on the Lord is not al-
ways an inactive position. It often means 
continuing to move forward as directed 
by the Holy Spirit and acting only upon 
the Holy Spirit’s instructions. Confronta-
tions can be negative or positive. When 

not in compliance with the Holy Spirit, 
confrontation is likely to offend, whether 
we are speaking truth in a situation or not. 
On the other hand, when directed by the 
Holy Spirit, confrontation will be effective.

It is good to remember that in some 
cases, we may judge situations or behav-
iors according to our own standards. Like-
wise, we may attempt to correct some-
one else based upon our own timing and 
beliefs. We are told in 1 Corinthians 2:11 
that human knowledge is gained through 
the human spirit within us. But, “what 
is truly God’s” is unattainable, except 
through the Holy Spirit. Confrontations 
coming from the human spirit are likely to 
offend, and hinder efforts to spread the 
Gospel. Confrontation emanating from 
the Holy Spirit can be depended upon 
to facilitate the spread of the Gospel as 
demonstrated in today’s lesson. 

SUMMARY

This lesson teaches that we are not 
to run away from confrontations. Neither 
are we to run toward confrontations un-
less we are directed by the Holy Spirit. 
No matter how noble or spiritual we may 
believe our positions to be, we are never 
in a position to judge. As with Paul and 
other “Heroes of Faith,” we must rely on 
the Holy Spirit for guidance. 
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Questions

1. How would you describe your person-
al approach to confrontational situa-
tions?

2. What new thoughts have you gleaned 
from this lesson that could help in your 
selection and preparation of leaders? 

3. What inappropriate approaches to op-
position have you witnessed in your 
congregation? What would have been 
more appropriate, Holy Spirit-inspired 
approaches in the situation(s) named?

CLOSING DEVOTION

Our Father, we thank you for Paul’s 
examples. Beyond this Advent Sea-
son, please bless us to remain mindful 
of the need to fast and pray while seek-
ing to know your will in all circumstanc-
es. Please also bless us to know and to 
respect the essentialness of Holy Spirit 
guidance and empowerment for success 
in doing the works to which we are called. 
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.
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Superintendent—And God spake all these words,
saying, I am the Lord thy God, who brought thee
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

School—Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our
hearts to keep this law.

Superintendent—Thou shalt not make unto thy-
self any graven image, nor the likeness of anything
that is in heaven above, or in the earth beneath, or
in the water under the earth: thou shalt not bow
down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the
Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity
of the fathers upon the children unto the third and
fourth generation of them that hate me; and show-
ing mercy unto thousands of them that love me and
keep my commandments.

School—Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our
hearts to keep this law.

Superintendent—Thou shalt not take the name of
the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold
him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.

School—Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our
hearts to keep this law.

Superintendent—Remember the Sabbath Day, to
keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labor and do all thy
work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the
Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou,
nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor
thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that
is within thy gates: for in six days the Lord hath
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in
them is, and rested on the seventh day: wherefore
the Lord blessed the seventh day and hallowed it.

School—Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our
hearts to keep this law.

My soul be on thy guard;
Ten thousand foes arise:

And hosts of sins are pressing hard
To draw thee from the skies.

Superintendent—Honor thy father and thy
mother: that thy days may be long upon the land
which the Lord thy God giveth thee.

School—Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our
hearts to keep this law.

Superintendent—Thou shalt not kill.

School—Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our
hearts to keep this law.

Superintendent—Thou shalt not commit adultery.

School—Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our
hearts to keep this law.

Superintendent—Thou shalt not steal.

School—Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our
hearts to keep this law.

Superintendent—Thou shalt not bear false wit-
ness against thy neighbor.

School—Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our
hearts to keep this law.

Superintendent—Thou shalt not covet thy neigh-
bor’s house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s
wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor
his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is thy neigh-
bor’s.

School—Lord, have mercy upon us, and write
these laws upon our hearts.

Nearer, my God, to thee,
Nearer to thee!

E’en though it be a cross
That raiseth me;

Still all my song shall be,
Nearer, my God, to thee!

Nearer to thee!

Superintendent—Hear what Christ, our Savior,
saith: thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.
This is the first and great Commandment. And the
second is like unto it. Thou shalt love thy neighbor
as thyself. On these two Commandments hang all
the law and the prophets.

All—Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to
the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

DECALOGUE

Adult Winter Quarterly 17.18.indd   81Adult Winter Quarterly 17.18.indd   81 10/12/17   9:29 AM10/12/17   9:29 AM



AMEC Publishing House (Sunday School Union)
Phone: 615.256.5882 • Toll Free 1.800.648.8724 • http://www.amecpublishing.com

Adult Winter Quarterly 17.18.indd   82Adult Winter Quarterly 17.18.indd   82 10/12/17   9:29 AM10/12/17   9:29 AM



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


