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It is October, and that means an autumnal chill is in the air and my yard is full of leaves. Here at school, 

the blustery winds and falling temperatures have not stopped out intrepid students from heading out into 

the field to get stuff done!  

 

Our 1st and 2nd grade crews 

ventured down to the Joseph Smith 

Memorial Building in Salt Lake to 

dig up some information about 

their family history. It was a very 

successful and engaging piece of 

field work.     

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Third and Fourth Crew  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our 3rd and 4th grade students  headed up to City of Rocks for some geological 
research and rock-climbing adventure.  

 

Adventure is worthwhile in itself.  

- Amelia Earhart 

 



 

  



 

 

 

Fifth and Sixth Grade Crew 
 

  

Continuing their geological expedition “It’s Your Fault”, fifth and sixth grade 

students had the opportunity to explore Holmes Canyon with Dr. Alexis Ault, a 

geologist from USU.  



 

  

Fifth and Sixth Crews also went down to the State Capitol building. 



 

 

Seventh and Eighth Grade 

ALPINE CREW   

Middle School students went down to southern Utah to 

kick off their Expedition. 

WATCH OUT, Mr. A! 



 

 

  

A Scary, Shocking Display of Student Engagement   

Middle School students allegedly really enjoyed 

reading “The Maze Runner”, by James Dashner. 

There are 3 more books in the series! Might be a great 

holiday gift!  

Just in time for Halloween… 



 

From the Director 

 

Dear Promontory Families, 

 

On November 16-18, we will be hosting what is one of my favorite 

aspects of the Expeditionary Learning model: Student-Led Conferences.  

As a faculty, we have been considering and discussing The SLCs over the  

last several years. We remembered and celebrated the many successful  

aspects of those past conferences, and we identified several areas in which  

we know there was room for improvement. I am writing to share our insights with you, and to tell 

you what we expect this year’s conferences to be. 

 

The student-led conference is crucial part of your child’s education. It is a time where they are given 

the opportunity of your full attention as they use pieces of high-quality work to explain to you the 

path of their own learning. Throughout the semester, students practice reflection, learning to think 

about their own learning, and to share their work and reflections with others. The SLC is a chance 

for your child to describe to you what they have learned, how they felt as they progressed to 

their current level of understanding and what they discovered about themselves as learners. 

To make these conversations as effective as possible, we have come up with a few guidelines: 

 

· What parents do: 

 

Your role is to allow your child to lead the discussion. You should ask clarifying questions and then 

listen fully as your child answers. Crew teachers will provide you with some questioning prompts to 

aid you in this role. 

 

· What students do:  

 

Your child will use pieces of high quality work as a focus of the discussion. They will present the 

learning targets associated with each piece, and then reflect with you about how the work displays 

their current level of mastery of the specific learning targets.  They will discuss challenges they 

overcame as they completed their work, and what they learned about the content and themselves. 

 

· What teachers do: 

 

Your child’s crew teacher will be present at your child’s conference. They, too, will let your child 

lead the discussion. Like you, they may ask your child clarifying questions to help them as they 

discuss their own learning. 

 

Unlike traditional parent-teacher conferences, the focus here is allowing students your undivided 

attention while they celebrate with you their work over the beginning of the school year, and share 

their reflections about where they may need to improve things. There should be no surprises – if you 

student has been struggling, teachers should be initiating a continuing conversation with you over the 

course of the term. This is the main shift from the traditional Parent-Teacher conferences. There may 

be little time for you to speak directly with your child’s teacher.  My hope is that there is an ongoing 

conversation between you and teachers via phone, email, or meetings so that you feel well informed 

and up to date concerning your child’s education in every classroom, and there will be little need to 

meet every teacher.   

 

 



 

 

 

Teachers will be able to answer a few questions that you may have, hopefully directly related to 

the work discussed in the conference, or perhaps about your child’s school experience in general. 

If there are other concerns you may have that require more discussion between you and your 

child’s teacher, you will be able to schedule a time to meet with or call the teacher to address 

them. Having each crew teacher attend each student-led conference will mean that we will all 

have to strictly adhere to our schedule.  Because of scheduling, only the Crew Teacher may attend 

each conference. If you need to speak with another teacher about a specific subject, you will be 

able to schedule that for another time as well. I am happy to help arrange these meetings.  

 

As always, I am happy to hear from you with concerns or questions. 

 

Thanks very much, 

 

Jamie 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


