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The Promontory approach to learning: 

CQ + PQ > IQ… I was first introduced to this idea while reading Thomas Friedman’s book “The World is Flat.” IQ, 

Intelligence Quotient, refers to natural, raw intelligence. We have been taught natural, raw intelligence is innate and 

even immutable. What could be greater than that? In the formula CQ + PQ > IQ, CQ refers to “Curiosity Quotient” and 

PQ refers to “Passion Quotient.” The argument Friedman makes is that if we foster a child’s natural curiosity and fuel it 

with a passion for learning, that curiosity and passion will carry a child much further than IQ alone.  

This idea makes sense to me, from a personal stand point and from over thirty years of working with kids.  As I 

look back on my youth, I remember myself as a very curious kid, much to my poor mother’s dismay. I don’t recall my 

teachers appreciating that curiosity though, and I certainly don’t recall a teacher fostering that curiosity. As far as 

passion goes, I was passionate about baseball, and I was passionate about catching frogs and my mother would say I was 

passionate about mud. It would not have taken much to turn my natural curiosity into a passion for learning.  

As my own children went through the school system, they occasionally came home passionate about something 

they had learned. Mostly though, they came home and shrugged. Educationally, we need to make a paradigm shift. 

Curiosity and passion should not be societal, school or classroom anomalies. Curiosity and passion should be the air our 

children breathe and the warmth in which they daily bask. We may not be able to significantly change a person’s genetic 

Intelligence Quotient dosage, but we can and must foster their innate curiosity and fuel their passion for learning.  

Promontory School of Expeditionary Learning is committed to that goal. From the selection of our property, to 

the construction of our building, from the creation of our curriculum, to the hiring of our staff, the focus has and will 

continue to be kids. How can we create the richest learning environment possible? How can we get these wonderful, 

creative kids to blossom and reach their fullest potential? In my thirty years in education, I have been in many meetings 

where management strategies, curriculum, pedagogy, finances etc. were discussed but kids were never specifically 

mentioned. I have yet to be in a Promontory meeting where kids were not directly discussed. 

Thomas Friedman concluded by saying, “In the future, how we educate our children may prove to be more 

important than how much we educate them.”  The trend in public education today seems to be how much, at 

Promontory we are committed to HOW. 

 

Bryce Passey, Director, Promontory School of Expeditionary Learning 
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The Promontory updates: 

 “Life is an exciting business, and most exciting when it is lived for others.”  Helen Keller 

 

 These are certainly exciting times at Promontory. We are finalizing the architectural plans of a marvelous 

building. The facility will be a great learning space as well as a wonderful community asset.  

Perhaps, I can take you on a little visualization tour… As you enter our spacious main hallway, the offices and 

library are off to your immediate right (west). There are large windows in the hallway allowing you to look into our 

library, and hopefully be drawn into this wonderful learning space. This main hallway leads you into an even larger 

hallway running east and west.  Turning left (east) you immediately enter the classrooms and communities designated 

for our younger children. Our Kindergarteners have their own space, complete with a personal exit outside to the 

playground and outdoor learning space. On this north east side of our building is our 1st  and 2nd Grade learning 

communities with four individual 860 square foot classrooms that open into a spacious 1,100 square foot community 

area. Also on the east and south side is our 3rd and 4th Grade community with identical classroom and community space 

as the First and Second graders.  This east side has an outside play and learning area designated exclusively for our 

younger students.  

The west end of our building mirrors our learning community space from the east side, but this classroom and 

community space is designated for our older students. Our 5th and 6th graders designated learning community space is 

on the west and north side and our 7th and 8th graders designated learning communities are on the west and south side. 

This west side also has basketball and other outside facilities exclusively designated for our older students.  

In the middle of our school and to the south, separating the younger student east wing from the older student 

west wing you find our auditorium, gym, cafeteria and kitchen area. We are very excited about this space. This space 

provides versatility of educational usage. Our choir and music programs practice and perform in a space worthy of their 

excellence. Our students gather here to meet and collaborate as crews and communities as well. We also open up this 

space to community wide celebrations of learning, drama, music and excellence. 

This vision is so clear in my mind, that every time I drive to our property I can literally see Promontory rising and 

standing there before my eyes. Indeed, these are exciting times and they will only get better. Thanks for being part of 

this grand vision. 

The Promontory and beyond: 

 Our Promontory board had the opportunity of attending a National Expeditionary Learning Conference. One of 
the featured presentations highlighted an outstanding community improvement project in Rochester, New York which 
was generated and carried out by Genesee Charter School’s 6th graders. These middle school expeditionary learners had 
now all moved on to various high schools in the Rochester area.  During their presentation they talked about the 
transition from Expeditionary Learning into a more traditional high school setting. The comments were unanimous.  
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These students replied that high school was really not challenging them nearly as much as their expeditionary learning 
had. They all felt that they were better prepared to succeed and academically compete than their peers.  

Whether our students move on to attend Box Elder HS or stay with the Expeditionary Learning model and move 
on the Venture HS, they will be prepared for the rigors of high school.  For any families with middle school or high school 
student who would like to explore the option of attending an Expeditionary Learning high school, we encourage you to 
plan to attend the parent meeting at Venture HS on October 27 at 7 P.M.  For more information see their website at: 
venturelearning.org. 

Public Meeting: 

 We have arranged a public meeting to present Promontory; our unique academic approaches, our educational 
philosophies as well as the progress we are making. We will be unveiling our building, our architectural and landscaping 
plans at this meeting as well. Invite your friends and join us for an evening of information and celebration. We will meet 
on November 16th, 7:00 P.M. at BATC.  

Stay tuned for information about our middle school orientation.  The date and time will be announced soon.  We 
will be meeting with the families of students enrolled in 7th and 8th grade, as well as those who are considering 
enrolling in those grades.  We will be releasing information about our beginning of school camping trip to Jackson Hole.  
Don't miss this meeting!   

 Again… these are exciting times. It is a great time to be a parent and a great time to be a student. The 

opportunities, choices and options for our kids, all our kids, are more abundant than ever.  

 

  


