
A TALE OF TWO MELISSAS         by Bryce Passey, Director, Promontory School of Expeditionary Learning  

I recently received two unexpected emails from two former students, both named Melissa. I think the emails are a 

good representation of why Promontory and the Expeditionary Learning approach are so effective for all students. 

The first Melissa had just finished her bachelor’s program at USU and was entering graduate school. She was 

looking back on more than 16 years of education and reminiscing about the experiences that were instrumental in 

getting her to this point in life. She talked about the projects we had done. She recalled the bird watching data 

collection project, the stream quality monitoring project, the nature center building project on campus, and the 

museum project. She remembered the hikes in the mountains where she first learned to use a field guide to identify 

plants as well as birds.  

She is currently pursuing a master’s degree in environmental science and participating in a summer internship in 

Africa. This first Melissa was in my 6th grade class, age eleven, when I initially met her. She was a very bright and 

eager student; however, like far too many precocious students, she was under challenged. I smiled as I read her 

email. I remembered her vividly as a voracious learner, and I was glad that I had played a part in feeding that appetite 

for knowledge. 

The second Melissa came from the other end of the spectrum. She entered 6th grade with very low self-esteem. 

She was not eager to learn. She had already given up on herself, school, and life. This Melissa entered 6th grade, 

reading at a low 4th grade level.  On our first field experience, Melissa hung back, head down, and shuffled along. I 

knew a little about her home life and understood that she was carrying quite a bit of baggage beyond her academic 

feelings of inferiority. Students like the first Melissa are ready to run right out of the gate, but students like the 

second Melissa take time and patience. She blossomed in small ways at first, but when she decided to give herself, 

school, and life a second chance, she took off and never looked back. She finished her 6th grade year reading at an 

upper high school level and was one of the most beautiful writers with which I have ever had the privilege of 

working. She wrote in her email that she was just finishing up her sophomore year and had been on the honor roll 

all year. She assured me that she was still doing fine. 

I love the Chinese proverb: “If your plan is for a year, plant rice. If your plan is for ten years, plant trees. If your 

plan is for a hundred years, educate children.” I can assure you that Promontory’s plan and approach is to educate 

children, all children.  

Our teachers were handpicked for their creativity and ability to collaborate, and they have demonstrated that your 

student’s education is paramount to them. Many of these grade level crews independently meet on a weekly basis. 

They are already developing an engaging, rigorous curriculum and wonderfully 

rich expeditions for each grade level. They have tied all expeditions to core 

curriculum requirements.  

Four of our teachers and two board members spent a week of intensive 

professional development in Denver at the Expeditionary Learning’s National 

Conference. Our middle school teachers spent a week of professional 

development in Salt Lake at the Expeditionary Learning National Middle School 

Institute. Seventeen teachers and board members spent a Saturday at the 

North Fork Environmental Center learning how to integrate writing strategies 

across the curriculum. Additionally, our summer is packed with more 

professional development and curriculum correlation. We thank all who made 

Promontory 101 at the bird refuge successful. It was a great day of sharing! 
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BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT 
Tuesday, August 21  

(times will be announced through email)  
 

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 

Monday, August 27 
AM Kindergarten — 8:20 AM - 11:20 AM 
PM Kindergarten — 11:55 AM—2:55 PM 

Grades 1-8 — 8:20 AM - 2:55 PM 
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At Promontory, every student will participate in a wonderful fine arts 
program that will include music, visual art, photography, and drama 
instruction.  Our school’s strong commitment to excellence in the arts 
makes us excited about the quality arts experiences your child will have 
throughout the year. 

All students will participate in a music class.  Kindergarteners through 
fourth graders will have choir and instrument exploration classes taught 
by Janni Richards.  In these classes, students will explore music and 
movement using the Orff Schulwerk Method, learn how to use their 
voices correctly, and understand and read the symbols associated music. 

Fifth through eighth graders can choose between orchestra and choir.  
The beginning and advanced orchestra programs will be under the 
direction of Diane Austin and Gayle Mansfield.  The choir program will 
be directed by Camille McClurg.  To help facilitate the organization of 
these groups, an enrollment survey has been sent to students and 
parents.   In addition, the Lincoln Youth Chamber Orchestra will be 
rehearsing in our building, and intermediate to advanced orchestra 
students may choose to join this group. 

Every student at Promontory will learn how to draw and paint.  The 
visual arts are an important part of our expeditions and help students 
learn how to carefully observe the world around them.  Students will 
receive art instruction from our fine arts coordinator, Gayle Mansfield, 
classroom teachers, and other art experts visiting our school.  

Another important part of our expeditions is photography. Students 
will receive instruction in using cameras and composing pictures.  They 
may also be involved in producing video documentaries of their 
expeditions.   

Dance and drama will be incorporated in a variety of ways during 
instruction and may be used in the filming of expedition documentaries.   

Our fine arts program coordinator, Gayle Mansfield, has years of 
teaching experience. She has been a conductor, clinician, and master 
class teacher for a variety of school and community orchestra, band, 
and choir groups. Since she is a past conductor of the Lincoln Youth 
Symphony and the Lincoln Youth Chamber Orchestra, she is a familiar 
face in our community.  Her experience also includes teaching pottery 
and art classes, directing school/community plays, and producing 
scenery for some of those plays.   

Mrs. Mansfield and her family reside in Hyde Park, Utah.  She 
is married to Steven Mansfield, architect and senior lecturer at USU, 
and is a mother to four wonderful children.  

Fine Arts Programs 

I was raised on a diet of fresh fruits, vegetables, 
and whol e gra i n s .   S ome of  my grea tes t 
memories are in the kitchen making food from 
scratch.  From these experiences I gained a love 
for delicious and unprocessed foods.  I have also 
gained an understanding of the direct relationship 
between the food I eat and my overall health.  I 
was able to appl y  thi s  under s tanding as I 
approached my cul inary s tudies to create 
beautiful, delicious, and healthy meals. 

My other interests include music, art, fishing, 
anything outdoors, and spending as much time 
as possible with my husband, Aaron.  My name is 
Megan Quitberg, and I am your Nutrition Director. 

 

http://wholefoodlife.wordpress.com/2011/04/08/ 

the-power-of-whole-foods/ 
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Thank you to the youth organizations, scouts, 
parents, teachers, and others who have helped 
move and clean furniture, prepare library books, 
and provide other services to Promontory.   

Your time and efforts have been invaluable! 

We are still in need of Eagle Projects.  

Please call 435-723-1853  

for more  information. 

All of our teachers are 

trained in CPR  and 8 

of them are trained in 

wilderness first aid! D
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We are looking for cleaning & 
maintenance bids for our new 

school building.  To learn 
more, please email Bridgett at 
bclark@promontoryschool.org. 

I N T RO D U C I N G . . .  


