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I look back now at our half way point of the maiden voyage of Promontory with a great deal of satisfaction. Our teachers 
are working so hard and our students are responding so well. Expeditionary Learning and Promontory are a unique 
educational approach. Sometimes the growth and the progress are difficult to see, but it is there. Every teacher in the 
school has wonderful heartwarming stories of the progress they have seen students make. I have had many of those 
stories shared with me through teary eyed smiles. These teachers have learned that change, whether that is a change in 
educational pedagogy or change in the lives of these wonderful students, takes time. It takes time, it takes patience and it 
takes persistence. Many of the emerging Promontory stories can still too easily be traced to a specific student, so for the 
sake of anonymity, let me share a story from my previous teaching life. 

Out of the Shadows 

Christy joined us part way through the school year. The counselor had referred her to us with little background. As she 
was escorted in to begin class, we quickly drew a picture of our new friend. She wore a long sleeved, oversized, dingy 
gray sweatshirt. She looked down as she shuffled to her seat. Kids need time and space to size up a new situation and 
how they fit in, but Christy seemed more withdrawn than we typically encounter. She sat slumped, hunched and seemed 
to be literally attempting to withdraw into the grayness of her sweatshirt. 

Give her room, give her time. 

At the break, her hood immediately went up and as the other kids played and ran off the wiggles and excess energy, 
Christy, predictably, faded into the background. 

Give her room, give her time but let her know you are aware of her presence and you care. 

Oh, by the way… did I mention she’s a cutter?  Wow! I don’t claim to know much about the psychology of cutters but 
how does an eleven year old get that sad, that alone and in that much pain? When we were informed of that little bit of 
information, it helped explain further the long sleeved, oversized, dingy gray sweatshirt. 

As she daily crossed the lawn to our trailer, hood up, head down, we would great her with a, “Hi Christy, glad you’re 
here today.” She would brush by and attempt to once again disappear into her seat and into the grayness of her 
sweatshirt. 

Because of our teaming and classroom structure, we have an advantage. We were able to get Christy out of the 
classroom in a small group field trip each week. It’s hard to disappear when the crowd is only six kids. In the field the 
hood stayed down, glimmers of interest would appear, if only briefly, on the edges of her hollow eyes. 

Give her room, give her time but let her know you are aware of her presence and you care and she is safe here. 

One day, as she walked up the ramp to our trailer, tentative eyes glanced courageously up and with a hint of a smile 
said, “Hi, Mr. Passey.” She looked instantly away as a replied, “I am doing great, Christy. I’m glad you’re here.” 

Her progress was slow but steady. She generally only really talked when we were in the field, and those comments 
were generally tinged with a lot of negativity. “It’s cold today.” “How far are we going to walk?” “I can’t think of anything 
to write.” 

Give her room, give her time but let her know you are aware of her presence and you care and she is safe here and be 
patient and stay positive. 

Some days I had to literally make this my mantra. But she did progress. One day as she crossed the lawn, her hood 
was already down, or maybe it had never been up that day. At break, I caught her laughing with some of the other girls. 
Again, it’s hard to disappear in a crowd of six kids, and I know that the field experiences had given her the opportunity 
and safety to get to know a few kids and, dare I hope, make a friend. 

Her attitude in class was markedly different as well. She was tuned in and was obviously engaged and enjoying the 
learning process. The gray sweatshirt was still there, but she no longer tried to disappear into it. It seemed more like an 
old, comfortable friend now rather than a cloak of invisibility. 

One day, right after school, I was walking up to the office when I saw Christy racing through the crowded halls 
dragging another girl by the arm. “Mr. Passey, Mr. Passey, this is my friend Stacey. Stacey this is Mr. Passey. He teaches 
Discovery. It’s the best class in the world.” 

My feet barely touched the ground as I headed back to our trailer. 
 

“The river shimmers with the reflections of the sun, like diamonds are scattered on its surface. Willows reach 
down as if they are trying to tickle its surface. The wind is cool as it plays through the trees. The morning is also 
cool but the sun promises to warm us soon. The dew on the grass sparkles to welcome the new day.” - Christy 
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DROP OFF/PICK UP REMINDER: 
When Dropping Off Please Pull 

Forward as far as you can 

before dropping students off. 

This  minimizes back up.  

C E L E B R AT I N G  B I R T H D AYC E L E B R AT I N G  B I R T H D AYC E L E B R AT I N G  B I R T H D AY S  S  S     
Is it okay for my child to bring a treat to share on their birthday? 
“At Promontory, we believe that healthy eating and activity patterns are essential for students 
to achieve their full academic potential, full physical and mental growth, and life-long health 
and well-being.  Schools, in partnership with families, have an important responsibility to help 
students learn, establish, and maintain lifelong healthy eating and activity patterns” (Family Handbook, Wellness Policy). 
 

What if I want to make a treat so it’s healthier? 
We cannot, by law, allow homemade treats or snacks to be handed out to other children at our school.   
 

So what can I do to help my child celebrate their birthday at school? 
“We encourage families wishing to observe birthdays to purchase a book that can be inscribed 

with a note honoring their child and donated either to the classroom or to the library.  When 
possible we would encourage parents to come to their child’s class and read the book to the 
other students. Please contact your child’s teacher to discuss arrangements” (Family Hand-
book, Holidays and Birthdays).  
If you do not wish to purchase a book, your child may bring a favorite book to share with the 

class for the day, without donating it to the school. 

BOOKMOBILE  
 

Monday, Feb 4  

Monday, Feb 18  

CALLING ALL HARDY SOULS!!! 
 

Crossing Guard  
Volunteers Needed! 
 

This is an easy way to collect 

those volunteer hours, right 

before or after school. 
 

Morning Shift  

8:10-8:25 AM 
 

Regular Afternoon Shift 

2:45-3:05 PM (M,T,Th,F) 

Short Day Afternoon Shift 

1:10-1:30 PM (W) 

Volunteering one day, one shift 

a week would be greatly 

APPRECIATED! 
 

Please Contact Tressa Johnston 
tressa.johnston@usu.edu  

or Kristi Bowles 
kidlets945@gmail.com 

Enrollment for the 2013-2014  

school year is now open!   

Please remember to register online if you 

have a Kindergartener coming next year!   

http://www.promontoryschool.org/enroll_now.php 

Do I need to re-register my child who currently attends Promontory?   

Once your child is enrolled in Promontory, they are NOT put back into 

a lottery.  We have sent home a form asking whether or not your stu-

dent will be attending next year.  As long as you fill out the form, your 

child will still be enrolled in Promontory next year.  Please be sure to 

fill it out and have it returned by Friday Jan 26th!  If you have a child 

on the waiting list, that will not change with the upcoming lottery ei-

ther.  Anyone who registers this year will be put at the bottom of the 

current waiting list.  
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F i e l d w o r k  C r e w  
Parents—Thank you! Thank you! We sincerely appreciate all the 
parents.  Especially the support and help with driving and chaperoning 
during December and January’s fieldwork. We have a lot of great 
fieldwork accomplished and planned for the future.  It would not be 
possible without your support.  Your students are amazing.  They are 
able to research and explore great things because of YOU!  If you have 
not had the opportunity to chaperone or drive, please contact your 
children’s teachers and see what exciting fieldwork is scheduled for this 
trimester.  
 

If any parents would like to help participate in doing the legwork for 
the teachers with setting up and researching locations, please contact 
Misty Biesinger at mbiesinger@promontoryschool.org.  Thank you! 
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Thank you for being amazing parents and for the classroom donations that were given 
throughout the year!  All of the donated supplies have been put to great use and appreci-
ated.  The teachers appreciate all the time and efforts that goes into making Promontory 
great.   If you have any mentioned supplies in new or in good used condition and would 

like to donate that would be great!  We love our teachers and thank them for the DEDICATION and hard work that is 
going in to our children! 

K-2 
Glenna Petersen - Our crew is in need of glue sticks, pencils, and Kleenex.  Appliances/bikes/blenders/VCR’s/microwave/
lawn mower/and small CD players to take apart.  If anyone has music for beginning pianists, that would be helpful also. 
Tina McMullin - Glue sticks and pencils 
Tiffany Conger - Scrap booking stickers, scrap 2 x 4 pieces of wood any length, books about tools, building things, and car-
pentry, Legos, items that the students can take apart with a variety of tools such as kitchen appliances, electronics, bikes, toys, 
etc.  The more nuts, bolts, screws and other hardware the better  :).  We will take just about anything that someone is no long-
er in need of as long as it can be used in the classroom. 
Cindy Wells - More Kleenex with cold season, Clorox wipes, colored cardstock, black erase markers 
3-4 
Lynette Reeder - I would love to have some yo-yos and some clear page protectors. 
Nina Guzzetti - Pencils, Lined Paper, Erasers, Antibacterial Wipes, Kleenex, Paper Towels, Chess/Checkers set, Crayola Colored 
Pencils 
Dana Durney - Lysol wipes,  Kleenex, Sheet Protectors, Pencil Erasers, Magic Erasers used for White Boards, Unifix Cubes for 
math… can be found online at amazon, lakeshore learning or at UTAH IDAHO SUPPLY, Protractors for math… Can be found at 
Wal-Mart or office supply stores, Legos for math, indoor recess, or expeditions, Snacks such as goldfish, pretzels, Nila wafers. 
5-6 
Lindsay Walter - Classroom:  Lots of tissues, paper towels, books (nonfiction, fiction, anything), markers, lined paper, 1cm 
graph paper  Recess:  Board games/cards, long jump ropes for double dutch, basket balls, kick balls  Dreamin’ Big Items:  pull 
down maps (Utah, US, and world), classroom digital cameras, projector, document camera 
Nancy Smith - Markers for paper or white board 
Ms. Smith is participating in a school donating website.  Please go to www.donorschoose.org/nancysmith to see what her class-
room is working towards. 
7-8 
Mary Beth Farrer - Lined paper, drivers for fieldwork, large exercise balls for students to sit on during class, a class set of The 
Wednesday Wars by Gary D. Schmidt, a portable hand washing station for field work, i.e. hand soap pump, paper towels, bot-
tled water, board games and  indoor activities equipment for cold days, i.e. nerf balls, targets, soft tip dart boards, etc., and 
books of founding fathers quotes. 

Classroom 
Wish Lists 

 

Special Events  
Fundraising 

Crew 
 
 

We are excited to start planning the 

Promontory Spring  

Family Fundraiser.  
 

If you would like to participate with 

the planning and the event, please 

contact Misty Biesinger at 

mbiesinger@promontoryschool.org 

to be a part of this great crew!   
 

We will be starting our meetings the 

first of February. 
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