
 
A few years back I was in a teacher training which dealt with the value of 

using pre-assessments to drive your teaching. The presenter started by giving 
the example of pre-assessing your students for their understanding of the 
proper use of colons or semi-colons. He said that if in your pre-assessment you 
found that 80% of your students did not know how to properly use colons and 
semi-colons then you had a base point from which to begin your lesson 

planning. He then went on, in a very articulate and well researched way, to 
explain how to break down the understanding and ability levels of those 80% 
and design specific lessons to address their needs. To be honest, I had already 
stopped listening. I was stuck on his first statement. If 80% don’t know how… 
My thoughts were stuck on the 20% who did know how. What about them? The 
presenter conceded that a percentage, in this case 20%, did know how. What 
are those kids suppose to do?  Are they supposed to tread water for a couple of 

weeks? The reality is these same kids are probably perpetually under 
challenged. This is why I love Expeditionary Learning. We don’t ask anyone to 
tread water. 

My schooling experience and training was linear. On any given day, everyone 
was using the same book, the same worksheet, listening to the same lecture, watching the same film etc.  I 
was in a conversation recently with a 5th grade teacher in a traditional public school who commented that she 
was asked to slow down, because her class was a chapter ahead of the other 5th grade classes and teachers. I 

hope that is an anomaly, but I fear it is not. Expeditionary Learning is not a linear approach. 

Eight members of our Promontory staff recently spent a day observing an Expeditionary Learning school in 
Idaho. One of our teachers asked what reading program they used with their first and second graders. The 
teacher smiled and said they actually had six programs they drew from. I smiled also. If you have an 
amazingly effective program that works for 80% of the kids, use it. But if it is not working for the other 20%, 
find something that does work. Especially for those students who are being asked to tread water.  

Education can be frustrating for students on both ends of the academic spectrum. However, it seems our 

focus is on getting kids who are behind caught up and less concerned with moving ahead with our advanced 
kids. One of my favorite educational quotes comes from Rich Dufour, a nationally respected educational 
researcher and reformer. He said, “I don’t want to know all students can learn. I want to know what you do 
when they don’t.” That is especially true for our gifted and talented students. You cannot find a school that 
does not have programs for struggling students, however finding schools that have programs for gifted and 
talented students is far too rare. 

Let me share a story with you. Last summer I ran a two week outdoor writing project, specifically targeting 

gifted and talented students. First day of class, Clint shows up. Clint’s hair was blue. His ears were gaged and, 
as I soon discovered, he is one of the brightest kids I have ever had the privilege to work with. His depth of 
understanding and feeling were amazing. As our two weeks progressed, I couldn’t wait to hear what Clint had 
written. Although this was a class for gifted and talented students, Clint work was preeminent. His writings 
were soulfully profound. As we were finishing our time together, Clint sat at the base of the Grand Teton on 
the shore of Taggart Lake and wrote the following:  

“Reflections hang on the horizon, suspended on the pristine surface of a watery mirror. The surface, calm as 
my mind and clear as the present, invites me to join in its serenity. Distant mountains, rising majestically, 
tower over me, inquiring why I have intruded into their sanctuary. Softly, the wind whispers that I am 
welcome to linger and refresh my soul. I have to express how I have no desire to leave. And although my 
house is in Logan, it is not my home. I can’t help but feel emptiness, as I know this is my last farewell. The 
therapeutic lull of the forest must now be shared by others.”  
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Eagle  

Projects 
 

Are you or someone you 
know looking for an Eagle 
Project?  Promontory School 
could benefit from your ser-
vice. Some ideas are listed 
below. If you are interested, 
please call 435-723-1853. 

Flag Pole for front of 
building 

Playground/landscaping 

Library preparation 

Cert Emergency Kits 

                  THE TEACHER/STUDENT MEET AND GREETS HAVE BEEN WONDERFUL!  THANKS FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ALREADY SIGNED 

UP TO VOLUNTEER.  WE LOOK FORWARD TO USING YOUR TALENTS AND KNOWLEDGE TO BENEFIT PROMONTORY SCHOOL! 
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                                       Director 
 

Let me take a moment to introduce myself. My name is Bryce 

Passey. I am the Director of Promontory School of Expeditionary 

Learning.  I was born sixty-one years ago in Sugar City, Idaho. 

Sugar City’s claim to fame, other than me, is that it was washed 

off the map in 1976 by the Teton Dam collapse. I grew up in 

Kaysville, where my father taught history at Davis High.  I 

attended Utah State University on a track scholarship, which 

fortuitously put me in the right place to meet my wife. I am 

married to Carolyn Jorgensen who hails from Cedar City. She is 

the love of my life and together we have raised and survived six 

children. I am also a proud grandfather of five rambunctious 

wrestling partners, who also enjoy snuggling for a good story.  
 

My hobbies are pretty much anything outdoors. I love to 

backpack to remote, pristine glacial lakes. I love sitting in awe as 

I gaze at the vistas from alpine peaks. I love to ski, both downhill 

and cross country. I especially love snowstorms and fresh powder. 

I love to canoe and raft white water canyons. I also love to sail 

and feel the oneness with the wind and the water. I love rock 

climbing and scraped knuckles. I love to sit and lose myself in the 

music of a mountain stream. I love falling asleep in the high 

country to a fiery sunset and awakening on a crisp morning to a 

brilliant sunrise welcoming a new day. But mostly I love sharing 

Bryce Passey 

Mindy Espinoza  

                                                          Kindergarten  
Hi, my name is Mindy Espinoza and I am the Kindergarten 
teacher at Promontory School.  I grew up in Spanish Fork, but 
after I married my husband, we moved to California, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, and now we are back in Utah.  My 
favorite thing to do is spend time with my family.  We go on 
walks, visit the park, play games, and just have fun together.  I 
have eight children, so we have plenty of people to play with.  
In my free time I like to read books, and play the piano.  I love 
to teach and plan fun activities.  I am really looking forward 
to the opportunity of being part of the crew at Promontory 
and in getting to know all of you better, to create the 
absolute best learning environment for everyone! 

 

                                                            7th and 8th Grade Math 

I'm Rob Christensen, and I failed math in 3rd grade.  I'll tell you the story 

if you ask me.  Now I love math.  I found out that it won't kill you.  It might 

hurt a bit sometimes, but it won't kill you.   

I graduated from Utah State University with a Bachelors degree in 

math.  I'm currently working on a Masters degree in Education and I've 

been teaching for 2 years.  In that same two years, I had the privilege of 

helping the Promontory Board create this school! What a fascinating, 

wonderful, exciting process!   

I went to the school on Saturday and stood in my classroom. It's just 

cement and framing right now, but I looked out my window and saw the 

mountain range to the west and realized that I have a view of Promontory 

(the mountains) from Promontory (the school).  How serendipitous is that!  (I 

use big words to impress Mrs. Farrer, the Language arts specialist). 

I'm so excited to work with all of you at the school as the Math specialist 

in the middle school.  We'll see you in August!        

Rob Christensen 

 
                                                                                     5th and 6th Grade  

Hello Promontory Crew!   I grew up over two thousand miles away, 
in the humid sunshine of Ocala, Florida.  Staying close to home, I 
earned a Bachelor’s in Psychology and then a Master’s in Elementary 
Education at the University of Florida.  This year, however, I will take 
the plunge and leave Florida behind, trading beaches for mountains, 
to join the Promontory crew in 5th and 6th grade.  I am beyond 
excited to set out on this new adventure and feel extremely fortunate 
to be a part of such an amazing new school! 

 

My passions include teaching, traveling, dancing, learning new 
languages, and experiencing other cultures.  I have traveled 
throughout Europe and have taught English in France, but my most 
memorable trip was studying ecology abroad throughout Yucatan, 
Mexico.  The vibrancy of the Mexican culture—the people, the food, 
the dancing—holds a soft spot in my heart.  I also enjoy reading 
outside and have spent many afternoons soaking up the sun, lost in a 
good book.  My favorite book of all time is Le Petit Prince, which I own 
copies of in three different languages! I look forward to meeting you 
and can't wait to begin our adventures together! 

Lindsay Walters 

WANTED 
BOOKS   BOOKS  BOOKS   BOOKS  BOOKS    

Promontory school is accepting 

donations of  new or used books 

for the library.  

Please contact GayLynn Stevens 

at 723-1853 for drop off                

or any questions.   

Donations can be from this list or any other 

books you have.  Thank you!  

http://promontoryschool.org/pages/LibraryBookList.pdf 

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE 
THE BUILDING IS MOVING ALONG NICELY AND FRAMING IS NEARING 

COMPLETION. TRUSSES ARE INSTALLED AND CEILING JOISTS ARE UP 

ON THE EAST SIDE AND THE CENTER SECTION OF THE BUILDING.  

(The picture below is of the Auditorium.) 
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