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The Promontory approach to learning: 

“How wonderful that no one need wait a single moment to improve the world.” Anne Frank 

 

            “There is an oft-told story of thousands of starfish, which had been washed up on a lonely and isolated beach 

following a violent storm. A solitary man was seen walking the beach and tossing the stranded and helpless starfish back 

into the sea. The task of saving the starfish was daunting and perhaps impossible. A friend approached and said, almost 

mockingly, “This is silly. There are too many. You’ve been out here in the cold for hours and there are still thousands of 

starfish stranded, dying. You’re not really making a difference.” The man looked at the starfish in his hand and quietly 

replied, “I’m making a difference for this one.” And tossed it back into the sea.  

 “Life and especially education can feel like that sometimes. There is much to be done. There seem to be so many 

starfish washed up on the beach. Some I don’t reach. Some, I hope I’ve helped, but I’m not always sure. I look up and get 

discouraged. It seems each year the number of stranded starfish increases. There seems to be a never-ending supply. 

The deck seems stacked against you and against them. I’ve experienced opposition, discouragement and even mocking. 

But when you hold that starfish in your hand, and know you’ve made a difference for this one, you have to keep trying. 

You have to keep fighting. You have to keep caring.” 

               I wrote that several years back. I share it with my university students because I know, as future teachers; there 

will be times they can relate to the story. I want them to remember they can and will make a difference if they will never 

lose sight of the starfish in their immediate grasp. The truly remarkable difference though, as I read this story today; I 

don’t feel alone on the beach anymore. I am a part of Promontory. Promontory is more than a school. Promontory is a 

caring learning community. It has been dreamed of, fought for, and nurtured for many years. The fruition of that dream 

is now becoming a reality. The School Board and parent and community volunteers are also standing on the beach ready 

to rescue the stranded starfish. We will soon hire our teachers and staff and they must share this vision also. Our 

enrollment has surpassed all expectations and predictions. The volume applications and the interest expressed in 

working at Promontory has been gratifying and even a little overwhelming. Over the next few weeks we will carefully 

screen those applicants and hire only the best. We need to fastidiously train our teachers and staff to build the same 

sense of community that has defined Promontory.  If I may bring my analogy full circle; I see a community, standing 

shoulder to shoulder, rescuing all the starfish on the beach. In our mission statement at Promontory we state, “…we 

empower children to embrace challenge, act with humanity, and become the Great Thinkers of the 21st century.” Anne 

Frank’s sentiment is indeed true, “How wonderful that no one need wait a single moment to improve the world.” 

Bryce Passey, Director, Promontory School of Expeditionary Learning 
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Enrollment and Lottery 

Our enrollment deadline, January 31st, is fast approaching. As much as we would love to accommodate 

everyone with a desire to attend Promontory, Our enrollments has exceeded our capacity, which will necessitate a 

lottery. 

Upcoming Events 

Enrollment closes January 31st. 

Enrollment Lottery: Tuesday, February 7th. 

Enrollment notification: Tuesday, February 21st. 

 


