
   

Creating the Great Thinkers of the 21st Century 

Promontory School of Expeditionary Learning, K-8 Charter School, Perry, Utah ~ promontoryschool.org 

Director 

Bryce Passey 

 

Board of Trustees: 

Valerie Neslen, Chair 

Robert Christensen, Vice Chair 

Kassi Capener, Treasurer 

Bridgett Clark, Trustee 

Sharon Fairbourn, Trustee 

Kimberly Jenson, Secretary 

 

Telephone: 544-568-8721 

5300 TAYLOR 

TRADEWAY MALL 

FELLOWS, NH 09345 

NNeewwsslleetttteerr  
DDeecceemmbbeerr  22001111   

The Promontory approach to learning: 

“Character is, in the long run, the decisive factor in the life of individuals and of nations alike.”  

                                                                                                                                               Theodore Roosevelt 

Our Mission Statement at Promontory reads; “To provide a rich educational environment that views learning as 

an Expedition and uses the study of Great Thinkers to cultivate the value of excellence and the love of knowledge. Using 

investigation and discovery to make connections to ideas and our community, we empower children to embrace 

challenge, act with humanity, and become the Great Thinkers of the 21st century.” 

               I love that. At Promontory, character matters.  

              A few years back, I was in a conversation with a mother of one of my students. I had previously taught two of her 

sons and was now teaching her delightful daughter. It was the Christmas season and in the course of our conversation 

she shared a very wonderful and touching story with me.  This mother had asked her daughter what she wanted for 

Christmas that year. Her daughter grew very quiet and pensive. She finally looked up and hesitantly explained that there 

was a boy in her class that came to school each day with just a thin sweatshirt. She asked if it would be all right if they 

spent her Christmas money to buy her classmate a warm winter coat. That brought a tear to my eye, and still does.  

               I have pondered that story over the years, especially at the Christmas season and wondered what I can do to 

foster such character in other children. I believe this was a wonderful gesture by a wonderful young girl. But I do not 

believe it to be an anomaly. I believe that kindness and goodness are found in all of us, and I have sought ways to 

nourish, foster and nurture that characteristic in my students through the years. I believe character matters and as 

Abraham Lincoln said in his First Inaugural Address, we need to find ways to bring out, “the better angels of our nature.”  

Now, as we prepare to open our new school I am pondering that challenge once again. I have discovered through the 

years that culture and climate, whether it is in the home, a classroom, a school, or a community, a culture where 

cooperation, respect and friendship are nurtured and celebrated, has the power to bring out the “better angels” in us 

all.  That is the climate that will permeate Promontory. A promontory is a prominent, hard ridge of rock resisting the 

erosive forces that remove the softer rock to the sides.  Our students will have erosive forces trying to erode their 

character, but we as parents and as a school can and will work together to produce students of strong erosive resistant 

character. Character that will bring out the better angels in us all and make our homes, our school, our community and 

our world a little better place.  

                May you all find peace and happiness at this Christmas season and we look forward to literally building a new 

year filled with great promises for our future and the future of our children. 

Bryce Passey, Director, Promontory School of Expeditionary Learning  
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Celebration 

We wish to thank all of you who joined with us on Saturday, December 10th for our Ground Breaking Ceremony. 

There are good days, there are great days and then there are perfect days. It was a perfect day. Volunteers arrived early 

and worked in the cold, but as the sun topped the mountains and began to melt the frost and warm our bodies, it was 

truly a portent of the day to come. Our children’s choir gathered on the platform, wrapped in their blankets and, thanks 

to Sharon Fairbourn, snuggled with their Promontory scarves about their necks, topped with their Promontory caps. 

Janni Richards and the children brought us all to tears when they sang out, “Go the Distance.” Mayor Jerry Nelson 

addressed and inspired the crowd with his vision and insights as to how Promontory will enrich the lives of these 

children and our community. As golden shovels turned the first ceremonial soil, dignitaries, children, parents, neighbors 

and friends unified as a community, a community that is the heart and soul of Promontory. The crowd and the feeling of 

community lingered long after the golden shovels had been set aside. 

Upcoming Events 

7th and 8th Grade Orientation: On the evening of Thursday, January 5th, we will hold an orientation meeting for 
our incoming 7th and 8th graders. It will be held at BATC at 7:00 P.M. It will be a great opportunity for our incoming 
students to meet their fellow classmates, and become acquainted with the school. We will be meeting with the families 
of students enrolled in 7th and 8th grade, as well as those who are considering enrolling in those grades.  We will be 
releasing information about our beginning of school educational expedition.  Don't miss this meeting!  

Public Meeting: Thursday, January 12th, 7:00 P.M. at BATC will be a Public Meeting to introduce people to 

Promontory. Bring your friends along or just come for a little refresher. We will explain what makes Promontory and 

Expeditionary Learning such a powerful and unique educational option. We will also explain the registration process and 

answer any questions you or others may have. Join us for a fun and informative hour and mingle with your friends and 

neighbors. 

Reminder: Our registration deadline, January 31st, is fast approaching. You can still go to the website to enroll 

your student. The lottery drawing (where needed) will take place in mid February.  


