
Always in the big woods when you leave familiar ground and step off alone into a new place there 
will be, along with feelings of curiosity and excitement, a little nagging dread.  It is the ancient fear 
of the unknown and it is your first bond with the wilderness you are going into.  What you are do-
ing is exploring.  You are undertaking the first experience, not of the place, but of yourself in that 
place.  It is an experience of essential loneliness; for nobody can discover the world for anybody 
else.  It is only after we have discovered it for ourselves that it becomes a common ground and 
bond, and we cease to be alone. 

-Wendell Berry   

From the Director: 

Hello, Promontory Families! 

If I am counting correctly, we are  now  finishing 

our fourth week of school. It has passed very 

quickly, and already there  are many wonderful 

things happening in our school. Every new 

school year is an adventure, with new friends 

and new challenges and new opportunities. 

I love the quote above from Wendell Berry. I sus-

pect we all know the feelings he is describing, 

the excitement and trepidation of setting off into 

the unknown. Of course, here at Promontory, we 

often give children the opportunity to head into 

the outdoors and  experience themselves in  in 

the natural world.  Next week, our 5th and 6th 

grade crews will be camping overnight in the 

Curlew  Campground in Idaho (an hour away) 

for a crew-building experience. In two weeks, 

our middle school students will travel down to 

southern Utah to kick-off their expedition on the  

effects of tourism on Utah. There is no better 

way for a group of teachers and students to bond 

and forge relationships than working together in 

the  fabulous wilderness that our region has to 

offer.   

It is true also that we are explorers in other ways. 

By choosing this school for your family, you, too, 

were stepping out into the unknown. It has tak-

en a lot of hard work from every child, parent  

and faculty member to blaze our own education-

al path, a journey we have made together, with 

excitement, joy and certainly a bit of trepidation.  

It is that little twinge we feel, moving into the 

unknown, that let’s us know we are moving out 

of our comfort zone, and allowing ourselves to 

grow because of it.  

We also ask our students to be brave explorers in 

the classroom, tackling a difficult math problem, 

or giving a presentation  to their peers, or writ-

ing an honest and self-aware reflection of their 

successes and challenges. These are hard things 

that we ask of children, and I have seen, again 

and again over the years, the sense of pride and 

achievement on the faces of Promontory stu-

dents as they realize they can do more than they 

ever thought possible.  



What’s New in Crew? 

Kindergarten  
Our youngest ex-
plorers are learning 
the ropes at school, 
and having a lot fun 
in the process. They 
created group mas-
terpieces, painting 
outside to music, 
with admirable en-
ergy and passion. 
Check out the video 
on our Facebook 
page.  

1st and 2nd grade crews had a 
great kick-off to their expedition,  

Branching Out, in which they 
will study trees, like Quaking As-
pens, and will research their own 
family trees. They traveled Mrs. 
Petersen’s cabin near Bear Lake  
to paint and sketch some Aspens. 
There was time for roasting a few 
marshmallows, too.  



Our 3rd and 4th grade community is 
beginning an expedition entitled  
R.E.A.D. ( Roads Entering Adventures 
Daily )Students will develop a love of 
reading through an intense exploration 
of literature, and the history of the writ-
ten word, from clay tablets and paper 
scrolls to paperback and Kindles. They 
will explore how other cultures around 
the world access books and compare it 
to their own reading privileges. Students 
will become activists for their communi-
ties (Perry, Willard, Corrine, Mantua, 
etc.) by creating  Little Free Libraries to 
provide access to books in these commu-
nities.  

5th and 6th grade 
began their expedition,  
More Power to You, a 
study of power and in-
fluences focusing on the 
history of democracy 
and the power of the 
individual. After learn-
ing the intricacies and 
importance of democ-
racy in America, our 
students will create in-
formation pamphlets to 
give to college students 
at USU, encouraging 
those young adults to 
register and vote.  

5-6 students practice setting up tents in preparation for this 
week’s campout.  

Clay Tablets! 



Middle School students have been preparing for their trip in two weeks to south-
ern Utah, as part of their expedition,  If We Build It, They Will Come:  Utah Tourism. 
As groups, students will choose a little known tourist attraction anywhere in Utah.  
They will research the scientific, geographical, and historical significance of the area.  
They will search out what makes the site unique and attracts visitors, as well as how 
the community surrounding the area has been affected by tourism, whether positive 
or negative.  Students will contact those who run the site and get a feel for what they 
need.  Their research will be used along with the needs of their site to create a pam-
phlet and a 30 second public service announcement/advertisement for their location.  

How many students can we fit on this little tarp? Mrs. Farrer’s Crew 
does some team-building activities with Mr. Andreasen.  



With a great spirit of adventure, our own Dorothy Dobson went all 

the way to Cape Canaveral, Florida  


