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May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in
him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy
Spirit.

— Romans 15:13
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Confident Hope
The Green Bay Packers were victors in one game and tied one
game, but lost all the rest in their 12-game season of 1958. After
losing 10 games, the players, fans, and owners felt hopeless. Some
wondered if the franchise would continue. But it did, with a new
head coach and general manager named Vince Lombardi.
The Packers’ young quarterback, Bart Starr, recalled how the new
coach told the team at the first meeting that they would begin winning if they put their confidence in him and his game strategy. Team
members sat up and listened. They became hopeful—before they
even started practices or played the first game of the new season.
Starr called his wife later that first day and told her that the Packers
were going to start winning. He was immediately that confident.
With Vince Lombardi as head coach, the Packers won 7 of their
12 games in 1959. The winning record, and the team’s confidence,
continued the next eight years that Lombardi was the coach.
Christians have an even more confident hope than any coach
can give. Our hope continues through every season, every year, and
all time into eternity. We don’t need to find a coach or strategy for
our hope. We also do not need practice drills as if to learn how to
make our hope become reality. Believers are released from all that
sort of human effort because God births hope in us through the
Spirit. We gained hope along with our justification by faith at our
salvation (Romans 5:1-5). The hope God births in every believer
overflows because of the power of the Spirit at work in us (15:13;
1 Peter 1:3). Our hope is completely because of God and what He
does in us.
God gives us our confident hope because of Jesus Christ. Without Jesus there is no hope (Ephesians 2:11-13). He creates the
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opportunity for our new birth and our hope. New birth in Christ—
our salvation—is essential for our confidence because our hope is
rooted in what Christ accomplished through the cross. The facts of
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection give us assurance that God can
and will fulfill all His promises.
Our confidence is confirmed by the history of God’s work among
His people, including each of us. We are living testimonies of the
hope that God gives all His people. The hope we have because of
Christ shows up in our lives as contemporary testimonies that attract other people to desire the same hope we have.
May the daily devotionals in this booklet help you better understand the hope God gives. As you take time each day to read
and reflect on God’s message in His Word, you will become more
confident in that hope. Let that show in the testimony of your life.
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A Promise with Backbone
“As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he
is with them, so will I look after my sheep” (Ezekiel 34:12).
Scripture: Ezekiel 34:11-16
Song: “The Lord’s My Shepherd”
Hurricanes cause a crisis through destruction to lives, property,
and neighborhoods. People sometimes lose their jobs or can’t
attend school because buildings are decimated. Possessions get
washed away, people are injured, and lives are lost. Workers who
are trained to give comfort to people in such times sometimes find
it difficult to convince victims that life will ever return to normal.
But people are not really able to guarantee normalcy anyway.
God’s people were in a crisis of exile, scattered from their homeland. God sent Ezekiel with a word of comfort that He would care
for them as their shepherd and bring them back into His goodness
in their homeland (Ezekiel 34:13). The promise was meaningful because it was God’s, and He would lead the people into His promise
(v. 15). God’s promises have backbone.
Our health can slip away. Wealth can be lost. Possessions can
be stolen or destroyed. Loved ones become sick and die. But in all
circumstances we can hold on to God’s promise of His love and
care. He has the power to keep His promises. His promises have
backbone.
Father, thank You for caring for us with the power to keep Your promises and restore
us in Your love. In Jesus’ name, amen.
June 1–6. Wanda B. Pelfrey, a retired preschool teacher, lives in Georgia and writes inspirational
mysteries with her husband, Danny, a retired former minister.
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The Good Gift of Gardenias
Command those who are rich in this present world not
to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so
uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides
us with everything for our enjoyment (1 Timothy 6:17).
Scripture: 1 Timothy 6:17-19
Song: “God of the Earth, the Sky, the Sea”
On a morning walk I came to a large gardenia bush in full bloom
and stopped to enjoy the fragrance. I have loved gardenias since my
childhood and appreciated that bush as if it were God’s gift to me
that day. But that bush was also a gift from the people who planted
and cared for it. Without those people and their work, it most likely
would not have been there to enjoy.
God created everything good, and we are to receive it all with
thanksgiving and for our good pleasure (1 Timothy 4:4). We use
our ability to nurture creation—for us and others to enjoy, whether
it be in our yards or a flowerpot on our doorsteps. Paul also tells
us that our financial resources are gifts that we can enjoy but also
share to enrich the lives of others (1 Timothy 6:18).
Everything we have is a gift that we can use for our good and to
help others know God and the hope we have in His goodness to
all people.

Father, thank You for Your gifts to me. Help me recognize Your goodness and share
it in ways that will lead others into Your blessing. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Going to the Top
When [Jesus and the disciples] came to the crowd, a man
approached Jesus and knelt before him (Matthew 17:14).
Scripture: Matthew 17:14-20
Song: “He Leadeth Me”
While in college, I worked in customer service at a large department store in Atlanta. Other than taking layaway payments, my job
pretty much consisted of handling complaints from customers who
were dissatisfied with a product or service. Several times a day I
heard the words, “Let me speak with your manager.” Even when
the problem was something I easily could have dealt with, and I
had been my most charming self, a customer would want to bypass
me and go straight to the top.
The desperate dad in today’s Scripture had dealt, without satisfaction, with Jesus’ disciples while Jesus was on the mount of transfiguration. Upon Jesus’ return, that dad went straight to the top. He
went to Jesus, knelt down, and pleaded his case. Immediately the
problem was solved. His son was healed.
Often I realize that I have been trying to solve problems myself,
and/or seeking help from good people, when I should have gone
to the top first. I know my first line of defense, in any situation,
should be prayer to my Heavenly Father. He may guide me to do
something. He may lead me to good Christian friends for support or
counsel. My first step, in any case, should be to go to Him.

Father, thank You for the gift of prayer and Your promise to meet us in every trial. In
Jesus’ name, amen.
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A Glad Giver
“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been
pleased to give you the kingdom” (Luke 12:32).
Scripture: Luke 12:22-34
Song: “Doxology”
Like many quilters, when asked how much I would charge to
make someone a quilt, I reply something like, “Way too much. I
only make them for love.” Now that does not mean I have notions
of grandeur about my quilting ability. Quite the opposite is true. But
I know how much time and expense go into a quilt. No one would
be willing to pay what I would have to charge; however, I love to
make quilts as gifts. In fact, if a quilt has been made for a special
occasion, it is hard for me to wait for the occasion to present it. The
making and the giving bring me joy.
In today’s familiar Scripture, Jesus tells His followers to not worry
about their needs. He knew they had left all to follow Him, and He
used lessons from nature to remind them of God’s provision. But
then He extended what the Father had given by saying, “Your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.” He has not given
just food and clothes, but also the kingdom. All this is not because
He had to but because He was pleased to do so. God not only can
and will provide for our needs, earthly and eternally, but it gives
Him joy to do so.

Father, thank You for giving us the freedom to approach You confidently with our
needs, knowing it gives You joy to provide for us. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Clearer Vision
“The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy,
your whole body will be full of light” (Matthew 6:22).
Scripture: Matthew 6:19-24
Song: “Be Thou My Vision”
During my last eye exam, I was told I am a candidate for cataract
surgery when I “feel the need.” So far, I have not felt the need, even
though folks who have had the same surgery tell me the world will
look much clearer once it is done. I really do not notice a need now,
but I am sure I will notice a difference after the fact.
In today’s Scripture, Jesus seems to jump rather quickly from
the topic of treasure to vision. Upon closer inspection, however,
the jump does not seem so abrupt. Perhaps worldliness can cloud
our spiritual vision, and if the “cataracts” of carnality are removed
from our eyes, we will be able to see what has true value. Perhaps
we need to examine our earthly treasures and see what heavenly
value they have.
I have a home; I can use it to extend hospitality. I have a modest
bank account; I can use it to do God’s work. I have a car; I can use
it to spread the gospel and to serve others. Looking for heavenly
meaning in earthly treasures can clear and strengthen our spiritual
vision.

Father, giver of all good and perfect gifts, please help us see the gifts You have given
us in the light of the eternal good they can do. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Reflecting
“Do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry
about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own”
(Matthew 6:34).
Scripture: Matthew 6:25-34
Song: “Simply Trusting Every Day”
One of the greatest blessings of growing older in the Lord is the
long history of answered prayers and experiences of God’s care
from which I can draw when hard times come. I know God can
handle uncertainty, loss, heartache, and many other types of crises
because I have experienced His doing so in my life multiple times.
I have witnessed God’s care and comfort in the lives of many others too.
Today’s Scripture is yet another example of Jesus referring to
God’s feeding of birds and clothing the grass of the fields to remind
those listening that God cares about and can handle even the small,
everyday needs we face. Jesus also acknowledges that we will face
challenges in this life. Then He counsels that we should face them
one at a time, day by day, confident that God is there to help us
through. Young, old, or in-between, all of us can benefit from reflecting on the times God has brought us through difficult situations. Keeping a record of such times can strengthen our witness
and give us the ability to help others who may be encountering like
trials. It is a blessing to be able to say, “I know something of what
you’re going through. This is how God saw me through a similar
situation.”
Father, thank You for the assurance we have of Your presence when we face trials of
any type. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Controlled Chaos
[Jesus] said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do
you still have no faith?” (Mark 4:40).
Scripture: Mark 4:35-41
Song: “Praise You in This Storm”
While a dozen children frolicked around my house—playing
with toys, tossing a ball, laughing, and yelling—one of the moms
asked what she could do to help me. “Nothing,” I replied, looking
around my son’s birthday party. “They’re doing fine.”
She raised her eyebrows and asked, “This doesn’t stress you
out?” I assured her it did not. The situation looked chaotic, but
I was a teacher and knew I had the power to restore order when
needed. My friend had no experience controlling rooms full of children, so for her my crazy house was something to fear.
Jesus rebuked His disciples for being afraid. They had seen Him
do many miracles and should have remembered that He was in
control. Though probably soaked and exhausted, the disciples
should have known Jesus would keep them safe.
Jesus loves us and has the power to help us in all of life’s storms.
Knowing that He is not stressed out or fearful but powerful and in
charge helps us make it through the storm. Ask Jesus to help you
through the storms you face today.

Father, You know my storms. Thank You for Your power to calm them instantly or
to see me through them. Increase my faith and help me to look to You. In Jesus’
name, amen.
June 7–13. Katie Robles works at a school for students with special needs. She raises chickens,
beans, and little boys in Delaware.
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Worth the Hike
“The one who stands firm to the end will be saved”
(Matthew 24:13).
Scripture: Matthew 24:9-14
Song: “We Will Hold On”
One summer my family stopped to hike while on a road trip.
My 12-year-old son didn’t want to hike that day. We assured him
it would be a quick 30-minute stroll up the mountain to a scenic
overlook, but half an hour passed and we were still hiking uphill.
Every time we crested an incline, we told our son, “We’re almost
there, just a little farther.” And every time we were wrong. The trail
kept going up. Over an hour later, we figured out that we had read
the map wrong. My son was miserable. He felt discouraged and
betrayed as well as sweaty and tired. The unexpected suffering of
our mountain hike made him want to give up.
Jesus understands that His followers need to know what’s ahead.
That’s why He warned His disciples then of the many struggles they
would face, such as persecution, hatred, and deception. But He
also told them what would happen in the future: believers will be
saved, the whole world will know the gospel, and He will return.
For us, when hard times come, He wants us to know we’re not
lost on a mountainside; He knows the trail and the destination is
worth it. Ask Jesus to strengthen your resolve to stand firm and
keep following Him.

Father, thank You that victory is Yours. I pray that the gospel will be preached in the
whole world and that my life and my words will be a testimony to those around me.
In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Happily Ever After
Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised
to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding
for us. . . . I am convinced that neither death nor life . . .
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans
8:34, 38-39).
Scripture: Romans 8:31-39
Song: “More Than Conquerors”
When I was a child, my grandparents owned two movies: Cinderella and Sleeping Beauty. I watched those films often at their
house. Each movie ends with a wedding scene that I found very
satisfying. It wasn’t satisfying because the two characters were in
love—after all, they liked each other when they first met—but it
was the way they fought for their love that gave the endings meaning. If the stepmother’s lies and Maleficent’s spells could not keep
them apart, then nothing could. The couples defeated evil and deception, and now nothing could separate them. Their happily-everafter was secure.
In Romans, Paul tells us how our own (the church’s) love story
with Christ ends. Christ doesn’t just love us; He fought for us. He
defeated evil and deception and death itself. He made us His own
and called us His bride, and now nothing can separate us from His
love. The ending is written, and we are secure in Christ.

Father, thank You for sending Your Son to defeat evil, expose deception, and make
me Your own. Help me to live today in the confidence that I am secure in Your love.
In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Safety Line
“I [Jesus] came from the Father and entered the world;
now I am leaving the world and going back to the Father.
. . . I have told you these things, so that in me you may have
peace” (John 16:28, 33).
Scripture: John 16:25-33
Song: “My Confidence”
For my 40th birthday I did a ropes course 50 feet in the air,
complete with narrow walkways and 700-foot-long zip lines. It was
scary at times, but I was attached to the main cable by a safety line
at all times. When I got nervous before riding a zip line, I could
squat down on the platform and feel my safety line catch and support me. Then I would push off the platform and enjoy the thrill.
The Tarzan Swing, on the other hand, was truly a leap of faith. I
had to grab a rope and swing between treetops into a giant net.
There was no room to first squat and feel the safety line’s support;
I had to step off the platform and trust the safety line to catch me.
My safety line causes me to think of Christ’s relationship with
His Father. Jesus was connected to the Father at all times, and the
Father gave Him peace and confidence. Likewise, Christ is our eternal safety line that connects us to the Father because we believe in
Him. No matter what you’re facing today, let the constant presence
of Christ give you peace and courage.

Father, thank You for sending Your Son to show me what it looks like to be connected to You. I love You. In Jesus’ name, amen.

29321-Devotions Pocket Edition-Body.indd 13

13

5/11/20 4:47 P

J une 11

Final Decision
“Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go.” Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of
Man has no place to lay his head” (Matthew 8:19-20).
Scripture: Matthew 8:18-22
Song: “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”
My boyfriend and I had been dating for a year and a half. And
not only was I ready to marry him; my entire extended family was
ready for me to marry him! The only problem was that he hadn’t
asked me yet. My grandmother offered to call and tell him to get
with it and propose. I asked my grandmother not to interfere.
That guy (now my husband) takes his time when making big decisions. He carefully considers the pros and cons and consequences,
and he thinks through the details. He wants to be certain of his decision when he makes it. I knew that when he finally did propose,
he would have no second thoughts about our marriage, and I was
right.
Becoming a disciple of Jesus is not a snap decision either. Jesus’
response to the men who offered to follow Him may sound a little
harsh, but Jesus wanted them to be certain of their decision. There
is a cost to being a disciple of Jesus, but the eternal rewards are well
worth that cost.

Father, I have no second thoughts about obeying You and following Jesus. Help
me be ready and willing to endure the cost when times get tough. Help me to be
mindful today of eternal matters and not overly distracted with matters of this world.
In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Showing Mercy
The whole town went out to meet Jesus. And when
they saw him, they pleaded with him to leave their region
(Matthew 8:34).
Scripture: Matthew 8:28-34
Song: “Mercy”
I’ve had experiences with people who lie, manipulate, and deceive to get what they want. Their actions and words infuriate me.
Sometimes I don’t respond well, even when I suffer no direct harm,
but God has been convicting me of the attitudes in my heart and
reminding me that He commands me to show His love and mercy
to people.
The men who met Jesus at the shore were dangerous. Since the
local people were angry and feared the men, they were banished
(Mark 5:3-5). But Jesus showed mercy to them by releasing them
from demonic bondage, yet the locals still asked Jesus to leave.
They didn’t appreciate His mercy at the financial cost from the
drowned pigs (Matthew 8:34). They had not shown any mercy to
the men and were unhappy with how Jesus did.
Today, Jesus is still holding out His mercy to all people. We can
help people recognize God’s gift and to receive it, even the people
who have done things we do not like. Our part is to love people by
showing them our own mercy and leading them to Jesus for His.
Then together we rejoice in what God does in their lives.

Father, please help me to see others the way You see them so I am ready to serve as
Your voice, pointing to Your mercy for each of us. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Earthquake Survivor
The [disciples] were amazed and asked, “What kind
of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!”
(Matthew 8:27).
Scripture: Matthew 8:23-27
Song: “Strong Enough to Save”
For 13 years my family has sponsored a Haitian youth through a
Christian organization. He grew up in poverty. And when he was 9
years old, Haiti suffered a magnitude 7.0 earthquake that damaged
infrastructure and killed thousands of people. When the quake hit,
the boy was home with his family. Months later he asked us in a
letter to pray for him that he would not be scared anymore.
Because of the challenges he and his country have faced, his
education has suffered delays. Now, at 19 years old, he is a junior in
high school. He is repeating the 11th grade; instead of giving up, he
renewed his efforts and leans on God for help. In one letter he said
he was encouraged to remember that when God speaks, nature
obeys. He has felt firsthand the power of nature in an earthquake,
but more importantly, he knows God’s power in his life. If God has
the power to control nature, He has the power to help a Haitian
youth persevere in his studies and graduate. God has the power to
stop a storm, and He has the power to carry us through every storm
in our lives.

Father, I praise You for Your power that is at work in my life. Help me call out to You
for help and receive Your strength in every kind of storm. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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