6A

BUSINESS

The Williamson County Sun,
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Family auto sales opens
Alan’s Auto Sales opened at
1982 South Austin Avenue in
Georgetown.
Alan Warren has more than
40 years of experience in
auto sales. His daughter, Allix
Warren, a Georgetown High
School graduate, will act as
the sales manager.
“He kept trying to get me
down here and he finally made
me an offer I couldn’t refuse,”
she said of her decision to
move back to Georgetown to
help with the business.
Alan’s is open 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. Monday through Friday
and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
Saturday.

Georgetown
home sales drop
According to data from
the Austin Board of Realtors,
Georgetown home sales
decreased 28.4 percent yearover-year in January. Median
home price rose 5.4 percent to
$255,000.

Faith in Action extends
hours
The senior transportation
nonprofit Faith in Action
Georgetown will extend hours
thanks to a $120,000 grant from
the Capital Area Metropolitan
Planning Organization.
“We’ve always scheduled
rides all day, but now we
will have the administrative
support to have full-day office
hours, and our clients will
benefit from our expanded
hours,” Executive Director
Vickie Orcutt said.
Faith in Action serves more
than 500 clients. Starting
March 25, the hours are 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday to
Friday. Faith in Action is in
the Community Resource
Center at 805 West University
Avenue. Call 512-868-9544.

Chamber sets date for
golf tournament
The
Chamber
of
Commerce’s annual spring
golf tournament will be held
on Friday, May 12 at the
Cowan Creek Golf Club in
Sun City. The $150 per person
registration includes green
fees, a cart, refreshments,
door prizes, lunch and dinner.
To help sponsor the fundraiser, visit the Chamber’s
website.

Texell Credit Union opens
The seventh branch of Texell
Credit Union opened at 723
West University Avenue, Suite
100. On Saturday, March 4, it
will host a grand opening from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. featuring food
from 600 Degrees, a balloon
artist, giveaways and raffles.

Chamber ribbon cutting
Lambert Elder Care Law,
1000 Heritage Center Circle in
Round Rock, will have a ribbon
cutting on Thursday, March 2,
at 4:15 p.m. Ribbon cuttings
are free and open to the public.

New chamber members
The Georgetown Chamber
of Commerce welcomed the
following businesses to its
membership:
n Open Road Network
Services, Georgetown
n LaPota Farmers Insurance
and Financial Services, 1821
Westinghouse Road #1150,
Georgetown
n Peal & Associates, Inc., 1
Chisholm Trail, Round Rock
n Better Homes & Gardens
Bradfield Properties, 501 South
Austin Avenue, Georgetown
n
Farmers
Insurance
Agency - Powers, 7600 West
Highway 29, Georgetown
n Just Call Sarah Residential
Cleaning
Company,
Georgetown
n A
Shot Of Texas
Magazine, 201 Cobb Creek
Road, Georgetown
n Rocky Hollow Lake
House, 1650 County Road
245, Georgetown
n
MediMobile,
1918
Leander, Georgetown

Georgetown
building permits
filed February 16 to February 22

Total:

$4,805,200

Per Day:

$686,457.14

Average Value:

$240,260

Princes transform the neighborhood
By MADISON SIMMONS
“Good luck.”
“What are you doing building in this neighborhood?”
“You’re the crazy guy.”
“Why are you wasting your
money here?”
Sentiments like this chorused around James and Tambra Prince when they started
building in a neighborhood
other developers would not
touch.
A decade later, developers
fight them to buy up the remaining lots in the sliver of
Old Town south of West University Avenue and east of
Railroad Avenue.
The Princes wanted to be a
success, but they never imagined this outcome when they
found a little lot with a rundown house for sale back in
2007.
“We bought that property.
We don’t know why, we were
looking around and in the
interim we used some of our
savings to buy that lot on Hart
Street,” Ms. Prince said.
“It was just a gut feeling.”
They sat on the lot for three
years, waiting to get more of a
feel for the market, for the city.
In 2009, working with Texas
Four Architects, they began
building a one-story craftsman-style home, all clean lines
and open spaces.
Prince Development has 23
homes in Georgetown now.
About 17 of those are in what
the Princes loosely refer to as
the “West Georgetown” neighborhood.
The Princes prefer simplicity in build. Talking about the
floor plans, they use words
like “flow” and “connectivity.” They describe hours spent
pacing through partially constructed homes, making sure
the layout works and “feels
good.” It comes as no surprise
that Ms. Prince is a yoga instructor.
“You want to feel at peace in
your home, you want things to
make sense,” she said.
Each house has unique features — wooden beams laid
into the ceiling or a series of
recesses in the walls or a certain style of window.
“I like the fact that you will
never see the same home ever
again,” Ms. Prince said.
Their homeowners work
with them throughout the
process, giving them constant
feedback, offering suggestions,
making requests.
The result of this attention
to detail is a fervent devotion
amongst Prince homeowners.
Many in the neighborhood
have become friends, gathering for dinner now and again
or spending time on one another’s porches.
The Princes celebrate the
community they have created, and have taken steps to
not step on toes in the existing
neighborhood.
“We’re moving in to a neighborhood that we didn’t grow up
here, we didn’t raise our kids
here. We’re the people driving
up the prices, we understand
that,” Mr. Prince said.
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Ty and Mercedee Hutton hang out in the kitchen before heading out to work. James and Tambra Prince developed their home.
Whenever he begins building, he meets the neighbors
and exchanges numbers with
them. In building the homes,
they try to fit the existing tone.
“We tried to do it very consciously.”
The early days of developing
were a far cry from easy.
On more than one occasion,
the Princes waited months for
a house they had poured money into to sell.
“But he never had a doubt.
He said to me, ‘It’s going to sell,
the right people are going to
come,’ ” Ms. Prince said.

The first (and best?)
On a Friday night, David
and Javier Tucker can be
found on their front porch,
keeping an eye on the neighborhood, sipping wine. Drop
by and they’ll offer you a glass.
Then they’ll probably give you
a tour of their house, the first
Prince Development vision.
“It’s the baby,” Javier said
sitting in the living room.
The pair has seen every other Prince home in the area and
they insist that theirs, with its
dark wood accents, lending it
an almost mission-like vibe, is
the best. It suits their extensive
art collection, mostly religious
artifacts culled from their frequent travels.
“When we saw it, we just fell
in love with it. It has that old
house feel but I don’t have to fix
everything,” David said.
They had an 80-year-old
house in San Antonio and got
tired of the stream of repairs
that came with it. The two enjoy the diversity of the neighborhood and the mixture of
the old and new.
“You get a sense of community without the sterility,”
Javier said.

The ‘Frank Lloyd Wright’
House
It didn’t take long for Phyllis
and Terry Edelmon to meet

Tambra and James Prince take a minute to sit in their newly built
office. The office, a house, sits at 1206 Hart Street.
“I had a woman come in yesterday who thought it was a remodeled 100-year-old home,” Mr. Prince said.
WHO
Ashton Woods Homes
Flintrock Custom Homes
M/I Homes
Pulte Group
MHI
Christopher Doose
Christopher Doose
Christopher Doose
Ashton Woods Homes
JCCM LLC
Pulte Group
Pulte Group
Pulte Group

Jessica Gomez
stands in her
living room.
She immediately fell in
love with the
wood paneling
behind the fireplace the first
time she saw
her Georgetown home.

WHERE
936 Naranjo Drive
212 Birch Oak Lane
4112 Mercer Road
104 Tangle Ridge Lane
1105 Legacy Crossing
208 Birch Oak Lane
204 Birch Oak Lane
204 Birch Oak Lane
948 Naranjo Drive
551 River Bluff Circle
420 Holiday Creek Lane
109 Gentry Creek Lane
117 Gentry Creek Lane

SQ FT
2,832
1,384
3,189
3,691
3,766
1,376
1,384
1,514
3,076
2,585
2,317
2,500
2,779

the neighborhood when they
moved in three years ago.
“We were setting up these
chairs and everyone just
stopped by to say ‘hi,’ ” Phyllis
said, sitting on her front porch.
Neighbors are not the only
ones to stop by. The Edelmons
have gotten used to people
driving by to stop, knock on
the door and ask to see the low,
angular, mid-century modern
style home.
The couple originally looked
at more central Old Town but
found the maintenance of an
old home daunting.
“I thought, ‘Psh, I’m not going to do that!’ ” Phyllis said.
Then they found the Prince’s
“Frank Lloyd Wright” home,
named after the famous American architect, new enough
to have minimal upkeep but
toting a classic look and close
proximity to the Square.
They were sold.

Above, Phyllis Edelmon poses in front of her home. The family
often holds what they call “Porch Therapy” at Casa Edelmon.
Below, David and Javier Tucker laugh outside of their home, the
first home Prince Development built in Georgetown. They have
lived there for six years and enjoy spending Friday nights sipping
wine on their front porch.

The ‘New Old’ Home
Jessica Gomez struck a
deal with her husband, Anthony: they could move from
Austin to Georgetown, but
she wanted to live in Old
Town. They moved with
their son into a tiny historic
home on the east side of the
Square. It didn’t work out.
“It was a project home.
Then I figured out what really went into a remodel. I
thought, ‘No, thank you,’ but
I didn’t want to sacrifice Old
Town,” Jessica Gomez said.
Then the Gomez family stumbled across Prince
Development. Unlike their
house, it was spacious and
featured three-and-a-half
bathrooms.
Shortly after moving in,
they began meeting their
neighbors. They had the
idea of organizing a dinner
for Prince homeowners.
Many of them, bonded over
their common houses, stay
in touch.
“There is such a strong
sense of community here,”
Jessica said.
VALUE
158,592
245,000
274,254
317,426
475,990
225,000
245,000
260,000
172,256
160,000
199,262
215,000
238,994

“It’s the first sense of community we’ve had since leaving Corpus Christi in 2008.”

The Wild Card
In something of a rash
moment, Mercedee and Ty
Hutton drove from Georgia
to Texas to scout out a Prince
Development home they saw
online.
“It was a little bit of a leap,”
Mercedee admits.
They did not buy the house.
Mercedee had a concept of
her own in mind. But the couple knew immediately they
had found their developer.
“I did say, James, would you
be willing to work with us? He

WHO
Flintrock Custom Homes
Pulte Group
M/I Homes
Drees Custom Homes
Pulte Group
Pulte Group
Pulte Group

was so open to it and he still
managed to give it the James
flavor we love,” Mercedee
said, standing in the entryway
of her H-shaped home.
The art history degree-holding Dell marketer made the
plans for the ultra-modern
home. The exterior is black
with a tan brick band and
wood accents. The interior
is almost completely white.
Windows cut high into tall
walls flood the 1,700-squarefoot home with light.
Building the house took
Prince Development about
three-and-a-half months.
madison@wilcosun.com

WHERE
216 Birch Oak Lane
216 Tradinghouse Creek Street
805 Glorietta Lane
4048 Mercer Road
215 Tradinghouse Creek Street
309 Tradinghouse Creek Street
310 Holiday Creek Lane

SQ FT
1,514
2,853
2,525
3,454
2,899
2589
2325

VALUE
260,000
245,358
217,150
224,000
249,314
222654
199950

PLANNING AND ZONING
WHO
Haynie Consulting
Haiff
Private property

WHERE
179 Holly Street
Georgetown Village, Georgetown
5060 East 29

WHAT
Holly Street Townhomes
Adding course and distance
lot development

