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“I provide water in the wilderness and streams 
in the wasteland, to give drink to my people, my 
chosen, the people I formed for myself that they 
may proclaim my praise.” 

Isaiah 43:20-21
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Partners in a New Creation

For those who are redeemed—who have received God’s gift of 
salvation by grace through faith in Christ—there is a sense of relief 
and peace that God provides in our re-created hearts. But alongside 
that calm also comes a sense of joy and gratitude and a desire to 
participate in the renewing work of His kingdom. By Christ’s Spirit 
alive and at work in us, we have been made fit and ready to be fruit-
ful partners in what God is bringing about to His glory. It is just as 
Paul wrote to the Ephesians: “We are God’s handiwork, created in 
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for 
us to do” (2:10). 

We were created for the work of serving in His kingdom! And did 
you catch that? We don’t have to stress out about figuring it all out. 
He has that work prepared for us to do. As we are faithful in our 
day-to-day encounters and exchanges, as we are bearing the good 
fruit of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23), as our character is 
being conformed to the image of Christ, we don’t need to fret that 
we’ll miss our “calling” or mess it up (Romans 8:28-30). These things 
are our calling!

God looks at things so differently than we do. Humility and faith 
are what He values (Micah 6:8, Hebrews 11:6). His strength shines 
in our weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9). As we cry out for and pursue 
integrity—“give me an undivided heart, that I may fear your name” 
(Psalm 86:11)—although we may stumble at times, we will not ulti-
mately “crash and burn” (Psalm 37:23-24).

As partners in His new creation, He invites us into something won-
derful, something meaningful, something holy that bears the weight 
of eternity, and yet it is light and easy on our shoulders as we en-
trust ourselves to Him (Matthew 11:28-30). The apostle Paul wrote 
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June–August  2022

a beautiful benediction to the Thessalonian Christians; I’ve chosen it 
as a passage to live by. It reminds me that living up to my privilege 
and responsibility as a steward in God’s kingdom is something God is 
not leaving all up to me, but He is creating it in me as I look to Him. 
Let me leave you with Paul’s comforting words:

“May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and 
through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faith-
ful, and he will do it” (1 Thessalonians 5:23-24).

Peace to your heart!

Christine Dallman, Editor
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June 1

False Messiahs

Jesus said to them: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 
Many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and will 
deceive many” (Mark 13:5-6).

Scripture: Mark 13:1-13
Song: “How Firm a Foundation”

In the fifth century AD, a man named Moses who claimed to be 
the Messiah convinced many Jews who lived on the island of Crete 
that he would lead them back to the promised land. They gathered 
at the edge of the sea, and this Moses commanded the seas to part, 
imitating Moses from Genesis. When the waters didn’t part, he told 
his followers to have faith and walk into the sea. Most were carrying 
their possessions since they believed they were leaving Crete. Moses 
of Crete was not the Messiah. The seas did not obey him, and many 
of his followers drowned.

When Jesus’ followers asked about the time of the destruction of 
the temple, He didn’t give them a date. Instead, He warned them 
to be on their guard against deception. He warned them about false 
messiahs, rumors of war, natural disasters, and strife within families. 

Jesus doesn’t want us to be deceived and distracted. He calls us to 
focus on getting the gospel out. Reading God’s Word each day keeps 
the truth of the gospel in our minds and alerts us when we come 
across falsehood.

Father, help me faithfully focus on and share the true gospel. In Jesus’ name, amen.

June 1–5. Katie Robles works in a school for children with disabilities. She lives in Delaware with 
her husband and four sons.
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June 2 

Ready for Jesus 

“Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time 
will come” (Mark 13:33).

Scripture: Mark 13:28-37
Song: “My Testimony”

On a mission trip during my college years, the country we visited 
would not allow us to share the gospel unless the person we were 
talking to brought it up. We started each day with prayer and kept 
praying throughout the day, asking God to steer our conversations 
toward Him. We were alert and watchful, always ready when op-
portunities popped up to talk about Jesus.

Many times the opportunity was subtle. Once when someone 
asked about my favorite part of a movie, I said I liked how the main 
character showed sacrificial love just like Jesus did. Or if we were 
talking about holiday traditions, I explained that Christmas was a 
celebration of Christ’s birth, not Santa’s generosity. But a few times 
the opportunity was perfect, like the day I was playing a game with 
a new friend, and in the middle of it, she looked up and said, “Tell 
me about Jesus.” 

Jesus told His followers that He would return one day and that 
they should be ready. We’ve been given a job to do while we wait 
for Him. When we pray and invite God to enter our conversations 
and provide opportunities to share the gospel, He does just that. He 
tells us to be watchful for those opportunities because they’re easy 
to miss.

Father, thank You that Jesus is coming back one day. Help me to be found ready. 
Help me see the opportunities I have today to share the gospel. In Jesus’ name, 
amen.
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June 3

A Lost King

God is my King from long ago; he brings salvation on the 
earth (Psalm 74:12).

Scripture: Psalm 74:10-23
Song: “Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun”

In the 1800s, doubt was cast on the accuracy of the Bible because 
Isaiah 20:1 mentions King Sargon of Assyria. After 30 years of dig-
ging in the Middle East, archaeologists had yet to find evidence that 
King Sargon existed. Some argued that the Bible couldn’t be true 
because it wasn’t historically accurate. But then in 1843, archaeolo-
gists discovered the Assyrian city of Dur-Sharrukin, which included 
a magnificent palace with bricks that bore the name of King Sargon. 
There were even inscriptions celebrating Sargon’s victory over the 
city of Ashdod, also mentioned in Isaiah 20. Dur-Sharrukin was aban-
doned after King Sargon’s death.

Psalm 74 calls on God to defend himself against mockers and 
those who revile His name. The psalmist lists amazing ways God 
has shown His power through creation, and he wonders why God 
doesn’t strike down His enemies. Throughout history, men have 
mocked God and His Word, but God defends himself on His terms 
and according to His timetable. 

The Bible shows us that God does not forget His people or His 
promises to them. One day every knee will bow and every tongue 
confess that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God (Philippians 2:9-11). 
Let’s continue to praise God for the things we have seen Him do—
and lay at His feet our unanswered questions. 

Father, I praise You because You are powerful and faithful. Please show the world 
that Your Word is true. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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June 4 

Rise and Fall

“You said, ‘I am forever—the eternal queen!’ But you did 
not consider these things or reflect on what might happen” 
(Isaiah 47:7).

Scripture: Isaiah 47:1-9
Song: “Humble King”

Babylon’s King Nebuchadnezzar had good reason to be arrogant. 
He was the supreme ruler of a mighty empire that defeated many 
nations and their multiple gods. But God reminded Nebuchadnezzar 
over and over again that He was God and Nebuchadnezzar was not. 
First, God sent the king a dream that only Daniel, God’s servant, 
could interpret. Then when Nebuchadnezzar ordered his subjects 
to worship a golden statue, God protected Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego in the fiery furnace, proving that God was mightier than 
Babylon’s gods. Later on, Nebuchadnezzar was still so full of pride 
that God caused him to be driven away from people and live in the 
wilderness for seven years (Daniel 3–4). 

Isaiah prophesied about the fall of Babylon about 150 years before 
it happened (Isaiah 13). Through Isaiah, God told His people exactly 
what would come to pass: God would use Babylon to discipline His 
people, allowing Nebuchadnezzar to carry them into exile, but then 
arrogant Babylon itself would be conquered. God made it clear to His 
people and to the foreign King Nebuchadnezzar that God is the one 
raising up and deposing kings.

God is not impressed by human power, wealth, or intelligence. He 
is pleased by a humble heart that acknowledges His sovereignty. He 
is Lord over all, and we can praise Him for that!
Father, You are my Redeemer, the King of kings. I will stay on Your path so the at-
titude of my heart will heart be pleasing to You today. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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June 5

It’s Coming

“Your wisdom and knowledge mislead you when you say 
to yourself, ‘I am, and there is none besides me’” (Isaiah 
47:10).

Scripture: Isaiah 47:10-15
Song: “Still”

My husband and I had plans for the last few days of our honey-
moon in the Caribbean. Those plans changed one morning when we 
were coming back from the beach and saw a hotel employee tie five 
deck chairs together and throw them into the swimming pool. We 
thought his behavior was odd but continued into the hotel, where 
more hotel employees were nailing pieces of plywood over the win-
dows. The front desk explained that a hurricane was approaching. 
Our hotel was on a small island, and we needed to decide within the 
hour whether we would leave on the last ferry or wait out the storm 
on the island. There was no third option—the storm was coming 
whether we wanted it to or not. People could prepare and scientists 
could monitor, but no one could stop that storm.

Babylon was trusting in magic, superstition, and astrology to keep 
them safe and make them prosper. God warned them, however, that 
what He said would happen would happen. No one and nothing 
would be able stop what He was sending their way. 

When we trust in the Lord, He doesn’t fail us. But when we trust 
in other things, such as our own wisdom or strength, they will even-
tually fail us. Only God will always see us through.

Father, thank You that Your will prevails. Thank You that I can trust You. Help me look 
to You and not to myself today. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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June 6

Regarding the Gospel 

The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 
God. . . . God was pleased through the foolishness of what was 
preached to save those who believe (1 Corinthians 1:18, 21).

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
Song: “Nothing but the Blood”

Growing up in Africa in the 1960s, I knew a man whose leg had 
been crushed by an elephant. His friends carried him to the mission 
hospital where, among other things, he could receive a blood transfu-
sion to save his life. His family discouraged him from accepting blood 
from a stranger because that seemed foolishness to them. He chose 
the transfusion anyway, and he lived. 

Paul tells us in today’s passage that people who do not believe in 
Jesus think the method God provided for salvation—Christ’s shed 
blood on the cross, His death, His burial, and His resurrection—is 
folly. But those of us who accept it by faith know it brings eternal life. 

There is an even more wonderful part of the story about the Afri-
can man whose life was saved by a transfusion. Though his crushed 
leg was unfortunately lost, he heard the gospel and received the gift 
of eternal life provided through Jesus’ blood.

Father, thank You for providing a way of salvation to those who will accept it through 
faith. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

June 6–12. Harriet E. Michael is a wife, mother, and grandmother. She is active in her church and 
a community Bible study. She has a passion for God’s Word and prayer. 
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June 7

From Nothing to Something

God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the 
wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the 
strong (1 Corinthians 1:27).

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1:26-31
Song: “Who Am I That a King Should Bleed and Die for Me?”

On February 12, 1809, a baby was born in a one-room log cabin 
on Sinking Spring Farm in LaRue County, Kentucky. This child, born 
into poverty and with no formal education, grew up to be a man who 
changed history. Though self-educated, Abraham Lincoln became a 
lawyer and then president of the United States at a time of great na-
tional turmoil. This unassuming child grew up to become a man who 
impacted the trajectory of a nation and, consequently, the world.

That’s just like God, isn’t it? Taking someone who started life with 
so little—not even two parents beyond his first nine years, as Lin-
coln’s mother died then—and causing him to rise to the highest posi-
tion in the land to become a person who changes history? But today’s 
passage reveals more to God’s plan than just lifting up the lowly. 

Paul explains that God works this way so that His mercy and good-
ness can be put on display, revealing His character. Harking back 
to Jeremiah 9:23-24, Paul expresses how our hearts should respond 
when God lifts us up to experience His grace and goodness: “Let the 
one who boasts boast in the Lord” (1 Corinthians 1:31).

Father, help us to remember that all we have and all we are comes from You. May we 
boast in You alone. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
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June 8

God’s World 

He has caused his wonders to be remembered; the Lord 
is gracious and compassionate (Psalm 111:4).

Scripture: Psalm 111
Song: “This Is My Father’s World”

Today’s song was penned by Maltbie D. Babcock (and published 
after his death in 1901). One stanza reads, “This is my Father’s 
world: / I rest me in the thought / Of rocks and trees, of skies and 
seas— / His hand the wonders wrought.” Babcock’s lyrics seem to 
underscore the words of Psalm 111: “Great are the works of the 
Lord; they are pondered by all who delight in them” (v. 2).

Can you recall the last time you were captivated by something 
in nature? I’ve been blessed to have seen God’s world from two 
different continents. Having grown up in Africa, I witnessed God’s 
tropical world filled with canaries, parrots, lizards, chameleons, tall 
palm trees, and rock formations as big as mountains. As an adult I’ve 
observed God’s handiwork in North America, where I’ve seen the 
beauty of clear summer skies, crisp fall evenings when the leaves are 
full of color, and a winter’s day when the bright sun makes a snowy 
wonderland glisten. 

Psalm 111 speaks of God’s glorious and majestic deeds and His 
great works for us to delight in and ponder. These deeds are not 
just manifest in God’s creation—His beautiful world—but also in the 
work He does in the lives of those who place their trust in Him. 

Father, thank You for the beautiful world You created and for all the other ways You 
work in the lives of Your people still today. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
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June 9

What Could Be Better?

When Christ came as high priest of the good things that 
are now already here, he went through the greater and more 
perfect tabernacle that is not made with human hands. . . . 
He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; 
but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own 
blood (Hebrews 9:11-12).

Scripture: Hebrews 9:11-14
Song: “How Great Is Our God”

In the children’s story about the three bears, a little girl named 
Goldilocks enters the bears’ house while they are away. While ex-
ploring their home, Goldilocks moves from one room to another, 
trying out various items—porridge, chairs, beds—and searching, in 
each instance, for something better than the first thing she tried.

Better is a comparative word, an adjective that means “more ex-
cellent or effective.” The Bible uses this word in the book of Hebrews 
about a dozen times. In fact, Hebrews could almost be called The 
Book of Better-Thans. For example, today’s passage tells us that Jesus 
Christ is the better sacrifice—the more excellent and effective sacri-
fice—than the animal sacrifices God required in the Old Testament 
for making atonement for sin. 

In an incomplete, outward way, the blood of animals could 
sanctify those who offered them, but the blood of Christ cleanses 
inwardly and completely. Jesus is the better, more perfect sacrifice, 
whose blood removes our sin entirely! 

Father, You loved us so much, You willingly offered Your Son as a sacrifice to atone 
for our sins. Thank You for this better way You have provided through His blood. In 
Jesus’ name, amen. 
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June 10

Loving and Faithful

All the ways of the Lord are loving and faithful toward 
those who keep the demands of his covenant (Psalm 25:10).

Scripture: Psalm 25:1-11
Song: “Reckless Love”

My parents married on June 14, 1953. They stayed married for 
66 years until my mother’s unexpected passing on August 12, 2019. 
Not every day of all those years was perfect. There were surely times 
when they disappointed each other or even hurt one another. Yet 
they stayed together, and as you might expect, my father loves my 
mother still. 

Love is strong. One of the things that makes it that way is that 
love provides a special way of seeing the other person, the beloved. 
Whenever my parents found themselves at odds, they didn’t remain 
fixated on whatever may have hurt them. Instead, they looked at 
each other through the eyes of a committed love. By looking through 
that lens, they stayed faithful to their marriage covenant.

God’s love is so much greater than we will ever be capable of in 
our human relationships. And amazingly, God makes us the object 
of His great love. How does He look at us when we have wronged 
Him through sin? Verse 7 of today’s passage says He remembers us 
according to His love rather than according to our sin. He has made 
a covenant with those of us who come to Him through Jesus, and 
He stays faithful to that covenant. That is the greatest love possible! 

Father, thank You for Your deep, abiding, and faithful love. May we reflect that love in 
the ways we interact with the people You have put in our lives. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
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June 11

What Are You Hoping In? 

Guard my life and rescue me . . . because my hope, Lord, 
is in you (Psalm 25:20-21).

Scripture: Psalm 25:12-22
Song: “He Will Hold Me Fast”

As I often do, I was volunteering in my church’s preschool Sunday 
school class. That particular day a little boy tugged at the back of my 
shirt. I turned to see what he needed. He smiled up at me and said, 
“You know what I want to be when I grow up?” 

“What?” I asked.
In all sincerity he answered, “A humpback whale!” 
I chuckled. He was just a child and did not yet have full under-

standing. But don’t we adults sometimes place our hopes in plans or 
things that we don’t fully understand and that are apt to fall through, 
or in people who ultimately fail us?

Today’s passage makes it clear that God is the one safe place to rest 
our hopes. He can relieve the troubles of our hearts, save us from our 
enemies, guard our lives, and rescue us. A study of Psalms and the 
rest of Scripture reveals so many other mighty things God has done 
or is able to do, providing abundant assurance that we can anchor all 
our hopes in Him.

Father, we look to You and place our hopes in You. Hear our prayers when we are 
hurting, fearful, or in need. Thank You for Your faithfulness. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
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June 12

Never Forgotten

Can a mother forget the baby at her breast . . . ? Though 
she may forget, I will not forget you! See, I have engraved 
you on the palms of my hands (Isaiah 49:15-16).

Scripture: Isaiah 49:1-17
Song: “Indescribable” 

Some of the earliest engravings discovered were cut into shells. 
These have been found in Indonesia and Africa and appear to be 
from thousands of years ago. Later, wooden objects were engraved 
and even later than that, metal objects. Metal was a difficult material 
to engrave until humans created certain tools. We know about all 
these because when they were found, the words engraved on them 
remained. Time had not worn them away. 

Young people have been known to document their love for one 
another by carving their initials into a tree. These crude engravings 
remain year after year, long after the person who carved them has 
grown up or even moved away. And very often the youthful affec-
tions that prompted the carving have long faded away too.

According to Isaiah 49:16, God has engraved us on the palms of 
His hands. I’ve sometimes wondered just what God has engraved. 
Is it just our names, or is the account of our entire lives recorded on 
His hands with such permanence that it will not wipe or wash away 
even through all eternity? How precious to know that God holds us 
so dear that He has inscribed a permanent remembrance of us on His 
own hands—and from a love that will never fade.

Father, thank You for always loving and being mindful of me. I bow my heart in wor-
ship to adore You right now. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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June 13

Praising Our Creator

We praise you, God, we praise you, for your Name is near; 
people tell of your wonderful deeds (Psalm 75:1).

Scripture: Psalm 75
Song: “Praise the Savior”

Over the past four decades, the known size of the universe has in-
creased from 10 billion to nearly 100 billion light years. If all goes ac-
cording to plan, the James Webb Space Telescope (JWST) will reach 
much farther. Its stated mission is to search for the first galaxies that 
formed after creation. Of course, the Lord God spoke to create the 
heavens and earth. And He already knows every star in all the galax-
ies by name. What a mighty God we serve!

Yes, the Lord God is infinitely powerful (omnipotent), everything-
knowing (omniscient), and everywhere-present (omnipresent). He is 
eternally sovereign over all. Nothing thwarts His plan, surprises Him, 
or escapes His notice. What’s more, while the Lord is infinitely and 
eternally righteous (holy and just), He is also compassionate (merciful 
and gracious). Therefore, He lavishes His goodness on us by forgiving 
our sins, adopting us into His forever family, and demonstrating His 
marvelous, unfathomable love. 

How very good that we can join the vast numbers of other Chris-
tians in worshipping, revering, and praising our Maker and Creator. 
His name is above all names.

Father, I gladly join the angels and my brothers and sisters in Christ in praising You 
for Your greatness and goodness. We can never praise You too much! In Jesus’ 
name, amen. 

June 13–19. David Sanford lives in Portland, Oregon, with his wife of 39 years. He loves to collect 
rocks and sea glass on the West Coast’s most picturesque beaches. 
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June 14

Enjoying God’s Blessings 

“I will look on you with favor and make you fruitful and 
increase your numbers, and I will keep my covenant with 
you” (Leviticus 26:9).  

Scripture: Leviticus 26:3-13 
Song: “Trust and Obey” 

When I moved to Portland from Seattle as a single, 20-year-old 
transfer student, I thought I’d only be there three years. Little did I 
know that 40 years after graduation, I’d still be in Portland! Life is full 
of such surprises. Yet as I have followed the Lord through life’s twists 
and turns, I have been blessed by His faithfulness.

In Leviticus, God’s faithfulness was shown to His people through 
His covenant promises, which included causing them to prosper, 
granting them protection, and giving them peace. Did this mean  
every one of them enjoyed all these benefits, without exception, no 
matter what? No. God’s covenant included conditions of carefully 
obeying His commands—including loving and serving God whole-
heartedly, honoring parents, and loving neighbors well.  

Human nature wants everything it wants on its own terms—for 
free, without strings attached, and now. Of course, that’s not how 
life in God’s kingdom works. In faithfulness God has established an 
upright path for His glory and our good. Only Jesus kept that path 
perfectly and provided salvation through His perfect sacrifice. Now 
in Christ, by His Spirit, we are able to truly worship and honor God 
by walking in His ways, enjoying His faithful presence and many 
blessings. 

Father, I may not understand all Your ways, but I trust Your wisdom and want to 
honor You. Wash me, fill me, use me, and bless me today. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
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June 15

God’s Kingdom on Earth

Looking at his disciples, [Jesus] said: “Blessed are you 
who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God” (Luke 6:20). 

Scripture: Luke 6:20-26
Song: “How Great Thou Art” 

Africa’s Sahara Desert is massive, almost as large as the entire 
United States. It’s the world’s largest traditional (hot) desert, with 
sand temperatures easily reaching 175 degrees. It’s no wonder few 
have traveled across it without a veteran support team and secure 
supply chain. Typically such adventurers must receive travel clear-
ances from at least half a dozen nations; wise travelers seek hospital-
ity from various sheikhs, sultans, and other rulers to help ensure safe 
passage from one location to the next.

Travelers don’t always know what religious beliefs to expect as 
they meet residents across the vast Sahara. Sheikhs, sultans, and 
other rulers and their people typically claim to be Muslims, and yet 
over time they’ve displayed mixtures of Islamic and traditional (ani-
mistic) beliefs and practices. While Africa’s two dominant religions 
are Islam and Christianity, Christians make up less than two percent 
of the Sahara’s population, with the exception of Egypt with more 
than five percent.

Some of these Christians face intense persecution. Yet what a 
wonderful experience to meet, enjoy hospitality, and worship with 
these fellow believers! They often help visitors see the kingdom of 
God through new, invigorating, and courageous lenses. They may be 
poor in earthly goods, but they are spiritually rich.

Father, Your kingdom exists even in the most desolate places on this planet. Please 
bless those who are poor and persecuted—with Your love, comfort, and strength. In 
Jesus’ name, amen.

4629322-Devotions Pocket Edition-Body.indd   184629322-Devotions Pocket Edition-Body.indd   18 9/22/21   10:58 AM9/22/21   10:58 AM

Silent.Mo.Sum.22.indd   18Silent.Mo.Sum.22.indd   18 3/24/22   9:49 AM3/24/22   9:49 AM



19

June 16

New, Eternal Life

You, Lord, brought me up from the realm of the dead; you 
spared me from going down to the pit (Psalm 30:3). 

Scripture: Psalm 30
Song: “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms”

My wife typically does our grocery shopping, but I was filling in. 
After spending a couple minutes scanning every bag in the flour sec-
tion, I turned to the woman on my left: “Do you have any idea where 
the almond flour is?” But just then I spotted it and felt foolish. 

“Happens to me all the time at my age,” she laughed. 
“You mean our age,” I joked. 
“What? I’m 83!” she countered. “I’ve died twice.” After paus-

ing, she added, “It was hard to resuscitate me both times.” Looking 
down, she continued, “All my friends have died, and now my hus-
band is in the hospital.”

It was a candid glimpse into her fear and sadness around the reali-
ties of death and dying. 

Yet for those of us who are in Christ, death is not an end. While 
on earth, Christians receive the beginning of a new, eternal life. Then 
after we die, the Lord gives us each a new, indestructible, eternal, 
glorious, heavenly body. Christians need never fear death!

Father, thank You for giving me such great hope now and for eternity! Help me as I 
reach out to others who do not yet have this hope. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
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June 17

Partners in the Orchard Harvest

The Father . . . chose to give us birth through the word of 
truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created 
(James 1:17-18).

Scripture: James 1:13-18
Song: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

I grew up enjoying our family’s variety of fruit trees. Each summer 
we couldn’t wait to eat the first of the cherries, peaches, pears, and 
apples. The first fruits didn’t just taste delicious. They also offered the 
promise of many more mouth-watering experiences. 

Spiritually, each of us is a kind of first fruit to God. In my case, I 
was my family’s first Christian in at least four generations. I grew up, 
graduated college, and married a wonderful Christian young woman. 
We have 5 children and—at last count—15 grandchildren! It’s a cel-
ebration each time another child is born into our family and then 
later is born again “into a living hope” (1 Peter 1:3). 

More exciting still was when each of our children began to share 
“the word of truth” about Jesus Christ with their best friends, with 
other students, and with older neighbors as well. We literally cheer, 
high-five, or fist-bump and praise God together when the fruit of sal-
vation manifests in another life. 

One delicious peach is good, but not enough. Eventually, we want 
a tree full of peaches. And then we want an orchard full of scrump-
tious fruit. May each of our lives as a first fruit to God bring Him 
much glory.

Father, nothing is more exciting than inviting someone else to become a Christian. I 
want that experience again this summer and autumn, please! In Jesus’ name, amen.
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June 18 

The One True God

“Do not turn aside from any of the commands I give you 
today, to the right or to the left, following other gods and 
serving them” (Deuteronomy 28:14).

Scripture: Deuteronomy 28:9-14
Song: “I Know Whom I Have Believed” 

I sometimes quip that I’m from a long line of atheists. In fact, 
when I committed my life to Jesus Christ at age 13, I was essentially 
kicked out of my father’s side of the family. My dad ridiculed me, and 
I didn’t see my paternal grandparents, uncles, aunts, and cousins for 
37 years. But believe me, there was no lack of trying on my part to 
engage with them. 

When I started college, I studied under a German existentialist 
philosopher who was also an atheist, but she was a person with 
whom I could openly explore ideas and beliefs. My challenge to her: 
Convert me back to atheism, or I’ll probably be a Christian the rest of 
my life. That professor and I studied the writings of the great atheists 
of the past four centuries. In the end, my biggest question was this: 
Why can these men write brilliantly about any subject under the sun 
except for God, Jesus Christ, the Bible, the church, and Christianity? 

Except for one six-week stretch during my 30s, my faith in the 
Lord God, Creator and Maker of heaven and earth, has remained 
strong, growing, vital, and personal. I want to finish well. May you 
do the same! 

Father, I never want to leave the God I know, love, and serve. Come what may, keep 
me close to You always. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
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June 19

The Greatness of God

This is what the Sovereign Lord says . . . (Isaiah 49:22). 

Scripture: Isaiah 49:18-23
Song: “Faith of Our Fathers”

The word sovereign appears hundreds of times in Scripture and 
is embedded 6,700-plus times in the sacred divine name YHWH 
(Hebrew). The latter typically appears as the word Lord capitalized 
in most modern Bible translations. When we think about who God 
is, we think of His eternality, holiness, wisdom, and power. 

Heroes of the Bible rejoiced in each aspect of God’s sovereignty. 
King David said, “The Lord has established his throne in heaven, 
and his kingdom rules over all” (Psalm 103:19). David also prayed, 
“Yours, Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the 
majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is 
yours. Yours, Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over 
all” (1 Chronicles 29:11).

The initial followers of Jesus Christ prayed, “Sovereign Lord, . . .  
you made the heavens and the earth and the sea, and everything 
in them” (Acts 4:24). Later the apostle Paul described God as “the 
blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who 
alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no 
one has seen or can see. To him be honor and might forever. Amen” 
(1 Timothy 6:15-16).

Does God’s sovereignty permeate every moment and millimeter 
of life? Absolutely! You’re never powerless, never alone, and never 
forgotten!

Father, how great You are! Your power, presence, and intimate knowledge of me are 
amazing blessings! I call on You right now for what I need. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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