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FROM VICTIM TO 
PASSIONATE ADVOCATE 

BY: CAROLYN ZAKERS 

Kim is dedicated to helping com-
munities, schools and organizations 
succeed in the fight against all human 
trafficking. Her work is a passion 
born out of personal experience.  As 
a child, Kim experienced abuse and 
violence perpetuated by a culture of 
silence. She was sold into sex traffick-
ing and spent many years searching 
for freedom.  Let’s listen in. 

WOW: Kim, please Tell Us 
About Your Childhood And Your 
Experience With Abuse And Hu-
man Trafficking.

CK: I was born in South Korea 
with a congenital defect.  The doctors 
told my parents that I would not live. 
My family emigrated from South Ko-
rea to Dallas. By the time I reached the 
US I was stable and healthy. Growing 
up, I experienced sexual abuse, bully-
ing, racial discrimination and domestic 
violence. I even went through foster 
care.  Children with a history of bro-
ken families, neglect and abandonment 
are very vulnerable to abuse.  

Eventually, I met a man who said he 
loved me and wanted to marry me.  He 
took all of my documents, moved me to 
Florida, and started me in prostitution.  
After years of sexual abuse, I met a wom-
an who said that she would get me out 
of my situation. She sent me to Nevada.  
That’s when the trafficking began.  I 
began to rise through the ranks and the 
goal was to become a ‘Madame’ so that 
I could get out.  Instead of getting out, I 
started doing drugs and became involved 
in even more inappropriate behavior.  

 Chong
Kim With time, I came up with a plan and 

was able to escape. I met different Chris-
tian people along the way who gave me 
a place to rest and food to eat.  They told 
me that God had a plan for me.  They 
gave me the encouragement I needed to 
change my life.  One day I was listening 
to gospel radio, and I felt like God was 
speaking to me, and confirming that 
things were going to get better.  In 2003, 
I went to a forum on human trafficking 
and there decided to become an advocate 
against sex trafficking.    

WOW: As A Society What Do You 
Think We Should Be Doing To Com-
bat Child Abuse And Sex Trafficking?

CK: We need to get into schools, 
churches, and community centers.  
Teachers and parents need to be trained 
on identifying students who have been 
affected by abuse or sex trafficking. Par-
ents need to know who their neighbors 
are and who their kids are hanging out 

with.  Cultural dynamics and lack of 
understanding has also contributed to 
the lack of awareness on these issues. In 
the Caribbean and Asian culture, peo-
ple rarely talk about domestic violence.  
I could not speak about my abuse 
because I would have brought shame on 
my family and community.  

WOW: Do You Think Progress 
Has Been Made On this Issue?

CK: Yes, a lot of progress has been 
made.  In 1993, human trafficking 
was discovered as labor trafficking. In 
2000, labor trafficking was discovered 
as sex trafficking.  In 2003, federal 
funding began. In 2005, George Bush 
approved funding for state and federal 
organizations.   In 2008, the Obama 
administration recognized human 
trafficking as a global problem.  We 
have come a long way.  

WOW: Please Tell Us About Your 
Book. What Are You Working On?

CK: The title is “Broken Silent: 
The Triumphant Story of A Human 
Trafficking Survivor.”  It’s a detailed 
story of my journey and can be found 
on Amazon.com.  

WOW: What Would You Say 
To Encourage Young Men And 
Women Who Find Themselves 
Involved In Sex Trafficking? 

CK: One thing I will tell them 
is to hold on to your purpose.  No 
matter how many times you fall, 
don’t stay down.  Keep rising up 
until you find your freedom.  If 
you need help, you can reach me at 
Ckim75@me.com. WOWStories of freedom and survival are to be cherished and celebrated; they are the 

foundations upon which hope and possibilities are built. One such story is that 
of Chong Kim, a national speaker, author and an advocate for the eradication 
of sex trafficking. 
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