


The Open Door Church
Mike Sanders, Senior Pastor

Dear Open Door Church Family,

    This devotion guide is designed especially for your use 
during The Open Door Church’s “Daring Faith” stewardship 
campaign. The subject each week parallels the subject of our 
message that week. You’ll do a week’s devotions on faith, 
then a week on hope, love, generosity and finally thanksgiving.
    I am convinced that our spiritual campaign will be a time 
of incredible spiritual growth for us as individuals and as a 
church. When we begin to pray, give and sacrifice, we grow. 
These devotions are an important part of that opportunity
for maturity in each of our lives. We want God’s word to
be at the center of our faith and prayer. We want God’s
direction to be the single motivation for our gifts and
sacrifices.                      
   These devotions will help you, as an individual or as a
family, to personally discover God’s direction in His word.
You’ll see that we have included family discussion questions 
You’ll find the discussion questions are designed for
older elementary and above. If you’re doing this devotion
by yourself, you can use these as thought questions.
I encourage you to jot down your thoughts in a notebook. 
The best way to be consistent, in these devotions, is to find
the same time every day to do them. Maybe at the dinner
table, right before bedtime, or at breakfast.

In Jesus’ Love,

Pastor Mike



    “I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere 
and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both 
to abound and to suffer need. I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me.” (Philippians 4:12-13 NKJV). 
   You need more than positive thinking to live a life of faith. You need 
the power of God. In other words, you can accomplish what God has 
called you to with His help. 
    A man came to Jesus and asked Him to heal his son. The man said, 
“If You can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.” Jesus 
said to him, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who 
believes.” Immediately the father of the child cried out and said with 
tears, “Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!” (Mark 9:22-24 NKJV).  That’s 
one of my favorite prayers in the Bible. It’s so honest! And that’s what 
God wants from you in prayer-honesty.  If you pray with humility and 
honesty, God will answer that kind of prayer according to His perfect 
will. He wants you to be strong in your faith. He wants you to overcome 
your unbelief. 
   Faith means we believe that Jesus can do what we ask and that, with 
His help, we can do what He asks us to do.  
    Have you been trying to live life on your own power? If so, I guarantee 
you are getting nowhere-at least on the things that really matter in life.  
You can read all the motivational books in the world and still never 
make any progress toward your goals. You need the supernatural help 
of God to live a life of faith. Surrendering your life to Jesus Christ is the 
safest decision you will ever make. 

What Did You Hear?       What Do You Think? 

What Will You Do?         Now Talk to God:

 Daily Devotions: Day One 
Let God Empower Your Purpose



 Daily Devotions: Day Two 
Faith Comes From Hearing God’s Word

“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God“  
(Romans 10:17 KJV). 
   A gardener can plant the same kind of seed in three different 
locations and get three different results. In one spot she’ll get giant 
tomatoes. In another she’ll get small tomatoes. In a third she’ll get 
nothing. What’s the difference? It’s not the seed, it’s the soil. The soil 
must be prepared for the seed. 
   The same is true when you hear God’s word. It’s why you can take 
two people to church, sit them side by side, and one will walk out 
thinking God really spoke to him, while the other won’t get anything out 
of the service. The heart of one person was prepared; the other’s heart 
wasn’t. 
   How can you prepare the soil of your heart for the Word? The Bible 
says, “Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and 
receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your 
souls” (James 1:21 NKJV). 
   For good reception, this passage teaches you to have three attitudes: 
   • You must be quiet. “Be quick to listen, slow to speak.” You can’t 
      hear God if you’re doing all the talking. 
  • You must be clean. “Lay aside all filthiness and overflow of 
      wickedness.” Before you can meet with God, you need to take out 
      some emotional and spiritual garbage. Get rid of the stuff that 
      stinks in your life. You get rid of the garbage by confessing your sin 
      to God and agreeing with Him that what you did was wrong. 
  • You must be humble. “Receive with meekness the implanted word.” 
      Be ready to do whatever God tells you from His Word. A prideful 
      attitude makes a hard heart.

What Did You Hear?       What Do You Think? 

What Will You Do?         Now Talk to God:



 Daily Devotions: Day Three 
Faith Means I Trust God’s Promises

   “And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did 
not receive the promise, God having provided something better for us, 
that they should not be made perfect apart from us.” (Hebrews 11:39-
40 NKJV). 
   It’s not easy to live by faith. We live in a broken world. When God 
kicked Adam out of the garden, He told Adam that life would be hard. 
And it is. There’s an eternal battle for your life, going on inside and 
outside of you. The weather doesn’t work right. Our bodies don’t work 
right. Our relationships don’t work right. You battle with your own sinful 
nature. You also battle against Satan himself, who wants nothing more 
than to “steal, kill, and destroy.” And sometimes it just gets to us. We 
just want to give up. 
   But in Hebrews 11, God urges us to hang on. God hasn’t forgotten 
us, and He will fulfill His promises one day. He promises to give us a 
future and a hope (Jeremiah 29:11). He promises to take away our 
tears (Revelation 7:17). He gives us many other promises throughout 
His Word. 
   Hebrews 11 mentions a variety of biblical heroes who demonstrated 
faith in God’s promises: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Gideon, 
Samson, and David, just to name a few. Though they endured many 
difficulties, they kept going in their spiritual journeys. 
   Then Hebrews 11:39-40 says, “All these people earned a good 
reputation because of their faith, yet none of them received all that 
God had promised. For God had something better in mind for us, so 
that they would not reach perfection without us.” When you feel like 
giving up, remember the heroes of the Bible and imitate their faith. 
One day, your faith and theirs will be rewarded, and we will all reach 
perfection together.

What Did You Hear?       What Do You Think? 

What Will You Do?         Now Talk to God:



 Daily Devotions: Day Four 
Faith  Means I Refuse To Give Up

   “Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily 
ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,” 
(Hebrews 12:1 NKJV). 
   What do you do when you feel like giving up? We all have those moments 
when we just can’t see any light at the end of the tunnel. We’ve been 
struggling with something, and we start to wonder if we have the strength 
to go on. 
   If you find yourself at that point today, I want to share some 
encouragement with you from Hebrews 12 and give you a powerful reason 
to keep on keeping on. 
   Hebrews 11, the “faith chapter,” tells us about great people of the faith: 
Abraham, Moses, David and many others. Their stories are sources of 
encouragement in and of themselves. But a phrase that starts off the first 
verse of the next chapter is what I want to focus on.  “Therefore we also, 
since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses…” (Hebrews 
12:1 NKJV). 
   God is saying, “Don’t give up, because heaven is watching and cheering 
for you.” That’s encouraging news! 
   You have an audience. Nothing you do is private. Nothing you have ever 
done has been hidden from heaven. God sees it all. “Does He not see my 
ways, And count all my steps?” (Job 31:4 NKJV). God knows every detail of 
your life. There’s nothing about you that Christ is not aware of. He loves you 
in spite of it all. 
   It’s not just God who is watching. Abraham, Jacob, Esther and Moses 
and all the other saints are there as well. How is this encouraging? When 
you start to get discouraged, remember that people who have gone 
through much worse are watching to see how well you’re enduring. And 
they’re cheering you on from the grandstands of heaven!

What Did You Hear?       What Do You Think? 

What Will You Do?         Now Talk to God:



 Daily Devotions: Day Five 
Gratitude Builds My Faith

   “...rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you 
have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.” (Colossians 2:7 
NKJV). 
   Anybody can thank God in the good times. But if you can thank God 
in the bad times, when life doesn’t make sense, and your prayers seem 
to be unanswered, your faith will grow stronger, and your roots will 
go deeper. Gratitude helps you remember the faith lessons that God 
has already taught you. “…established in the faith, as you have been 
taught…” 
   When the Old Testament prophet Habakkuk went through tough 
times, he said in (Habakkuk 3:17-18 ESV) “Though the fig tree should 
not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive fail and 
the fields yield no food, the flock be cut off from the fold and there be 
no herd in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the LORD; I will take joy in the 
God of my salvation.” 
   In the midst of his trouble, Habakkuk rejoiced. What was the cause 
of his gratitude? “…I will take joy in the God of my salvation.” When 
everything else stinks in life, you can be grateful because the Lord is 
your Savior. You can be thankful to God just for being God. Christ has 
promised to see us through those tough situations, and your faith will 
grow even stronger because of it. 
   That is the ultimate test of your faith. Can you thank Jesus when life 
is tough? When you’re going through difficult times, don’t look at what 
is lost. Look at what is left and be grateful for what God is doing in your 
life.

What Did You Hear?       What Do You Think? 

What Will You Do?         Now Talk to God:



 Daily Devotions: Day Six 
Giving to God Strengthens My Faith

  “Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, That there may be food in My 
house, And try Me now in this,”   
   Says the LORD of hosts, “If I will not open for you the windows of 
heaven And pour out for you such blessing That there will not be room 
enough to receive it.” (Malachi 3:10 NKJV). 
   God uses finances to test your faith. Have you ever had to decide 
between paying a bill and tithing? You only have so much money-where 
is it going to go? This is a test. God is saying, “Do you really believe that 
I can take care of your bills? Or do you think you have to take care of 
them on your own?” 
   He says, “Bring all the tithes into the storehouse…I will…open for you 
the windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing That there 
will not be room enough to receive it.” In essence God is saying, “I dare 
you! I dare you to see what I will do if you become a giving, generous 
person. Give, and see what happens to your life.” 
   Did you know there are more promises in the Bible about giving than 
any other subject? Jesus talked more about giving than He did about 
heaven & hell combined. I believe this is because giving is the essence 
of being like Jesus. In fact, the Bible says God is a giver: “For God so 
loved the world, that he gave…” (John 3:16 KJV). 
   When we give, it shows God that we trust Him and believe His 
promises to provide for us. Giving strengthens, stretches and tests our 
faith. 
   Do you really believe God will take care of your bills? If your struggling 
in this area, ask God to help your unbelief. Then take a step of daring 
faith, begin sacrificial giving. He wants to help you find the freedom in 
your finances through testing that only comes from Him. As you pray 
about your financial needs, write them down and then watch to see 
how God provides.

What Did You Hear?       What Do You Think? 

What Will You Do?         Now Talk to God:



 Daily Devotions: Day Seven 
Faith = Love + Trust + Action

   “If you love Me, keep My commandments.” (John 14:15 NKJV). 
   The word “obey” has a negative connotation today. We view 
obedience as a forced, unwilling decision to do something we don’t 
want to do because we’re afraid of punishment. But that’s not the kind 
of obedience God wants from us. 
   Obedience is not about being afraid of God, but about being in a 
loving relationship with God. Obedience comes from knowing that God 
loves you and loving Him in return. 
   Out of love comes trust. If you know God loves you and you know Him, 
then you will trust what God is saying to you. 
   Then trust will lead to action. This is the essence of living by faith: We 
believe God loves us and we love Him back, we trust what He tells us, 
and that leads us to live the life God wants us to live. 
   Love without action is mere talk, and action without love is just 
religion. 
   Think about the story of Joseph, the earthly father of Jesus. He 
wasn’t convinced Mary was telling the truth about how she became 
pregnant, but an angel told Joseph to believe her. The baby would be 
the Savior of His people. 
   Joseph accepted the truth because of his relationship with God. He 
knew God loved him, and he loved God. He trusted God and made 
the choice to do what God asked him to do, even though he didn’t 
understand what was happening. And that choice changed everything.

What Did You Hear?       What Do You Think? 

What Will You Do?         Now Talk to God:



 Daily Devotions: Day Eight 
Expect the Best: God Is At Work

“And we know that all things work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.” 
(Romans 8:28 KJV). 
   Do you ever find yourself asking, “Why is life so hard?” Frustration 
is the result of living in a world that is broken by sin. You can’t avoid 
suffering. There will be pain. There will be days of doubt. And that’s 
exactly the time you should expect the best from God, and declare in 
faith “that all things work together for good to them that love God, who 
have been called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28). 
   No matter how bad the situation may seem, the Bible says you can 
be sure God is still in control and that God is working things out for your 
good. If you want to expect the best from God, remember these four 
truths: 
 l The Holy Spirit is praying for you. (Romans 8:26). 
 l God uses everything for your good. (Romans 8:28). God is bigger   
         than your enemies. He is bigger than your critics. He is bigger 
         than your problems. He’s working it all for good in your life. 
 l God wants you to succeed. “If God is for us, who can ever be   
         against us?” God wants you to succeed in all those areas where 
     you are failing. He’s pulling for you. 
 l God will give you what you need. (Romans 8:32). God solved your   
        biggest problem when he paid for all of your sins, including the  
    sins you haven’t even done yet. If God cared enough to save you   
     and give you the gift of eternal life, don’t you think He cares 
    about the problems in your daily life? If it’s big enough to worry   
    about, it’s big enough to pray about. And if you pray about it, you   
    won’t have to worry about it.

What Did You Hear?       What Do You Think? 

What Will You Do?         Now Talk to God:



 Daily Devotions: Day Nine 
Expect God To Answer Your Prayers

   “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to 
all without reproach, and it will be given him.” (James 1:5 ESV). 
   God wants to direct you in life, but two things need to line up: you 
have to ask the right person-God, and you have to ask with the right 
attitude-in faith, expecting an answer. 
   Have you ever asked God for something, but did not expect to get it? 
That’s why you didn’t get it. God works in our lives according to faith. 
So many times, we say “God, please guide me!” And we walk away not 
even waiting for guidance. We just immediately start to work. We say, 
“God, I want you to give me wisdom; help me make the right decision.” 
But we don’t really expect Him to do that. We think it all depends on 
us. But the Bible says, “But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for 
he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.” 
(James 1:6 NKJV) 
   Think about this: God never makes a bad decision. He never makes 
a mistake. He says if you trust Him and listen to Him, He will guide you. 
But you must ask in faith. (James 1:7-8). Where do you need wisdom 
today? Ask God what you should do, and then expect Him to tell you. 
Give Him time to answer your prayer.

WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 
What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion?

 

What Do You Think?       What Will You Do?         Now Talk to God:



 Daily Devotions: Day Ten 
Waiting For Answered Prayer

   “For the Lord GOD will help Me; Therefore I will not be disgraced; 
Therefore I have set My face like a flint, And I know that I will not be 
ashamed.” (Isaiah 50:7 NKJV). 
   When you pray, expect to hear from God. I can’t say it any simpler 
than that. Expect that God will answer your prayer. This is where faith 
comes in. You wait expectantly on God. 
   Waiting on God is never a waste of time. In fact, it is time well 
invested in your life. It keeps you focused on God and living in light of 
eternity. Hurry is the death of prayer. One reason you may not hear God 
speak to you is that you don’t wait long enough. He wants you to care 
enough to listen. He wants to be sure you are paying attention. And 
sometimes He has to wait for you to calm down so that He can get a 
word in edgewise. 
   The Bible says there are three things to do as you wait: 
 l Wait quietly: (Psalm 62:5). 
 l Wait patiently: (Psalm 37:7). 
 l Wait expectantly: (Psalm 130:5). 
   When you pray, wait quietly, patiently and expectantly to hear from 
God. He promises you will not be disgraced or put to shame.

WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 
What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion?

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
How does it apply to your life?

What Will You Do?         Now Talk to God:



 Daily Devotions: Day Eleven 
Trust God To Use Your Problems For Good

   None of us are exempt from suffering. We all experience loneliness, 
criticism, discouragement and mistreatment. Why does God allow 
these things to happen? It’s because God is developing the character 
of Christ within us, and in order to do that, He must take us through 
circumstances in life that He took Jesus through. 
   Did Jesus suffer? Was Jesus sometimes lonely? Was He tempted 
to be discouraged? Was He misunderstood, maligned, and criticized 
unjustly? Of course! Does this mean God cause tragedies? No. God 
is good. He will not cause evil or do evil. But God can use dark and 
stressful times for your good. 
   He’ll use them to teach you to trust him: “We stopped relying on 
ourselves and learned to rely only on God.” (2 Corinthians :8-9). 
   He’ll use them to show you how to help others: “He comforts us in 
all our troubles so that we can comfort others. When they are troubled, 
we will be able to give them the same comfort God has given us.” 
(2 Corinthians 1:4). 
   And He will use them to draw you closer to other believers: “You are 
helping us by praying for us… Many people will give thanks because 
God has graciously answered so many prayers.” 
(2 Corinthians 1:11). 
   So how can you expect the best from God when you’re going through 
difficult times? 
  l In faith, refuse to be discouraged, knowing that God is for you. 
  l In faith, believe God is with you and working things out for your good. 
  l In faith, rely on god’s protection and guidance.

What Did You Hear?       What Do You Think? 

What Will You Do?         Now Talk to God:



 Daily Devotions: Day Twelve 
Expect God To Help You Grow Spiritually

   “And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall 
reap, if we faint not.” (Galatians 6:9 KJV). 
   When you think about your walk with Jesus, some days you may 
wonder, “Why is it taking so long to see progress? I’m still struggling 
with many problems. When will I finally get it right?” 
   Spiritual growth is like the growth we see in nature, the best fruit 
ripens slowly. The problem is that we tend to get impatient, so we dig 
up the seed to check the progress of its growth, and that slows down 
the process! If you’re not seeing as much fruit as you’d like, don’t 
despair. Growth takes time. The Bible says, “let us not be weary in well 
doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.” (Galatians 6:9). 
   Try these steps toward spiritual growth: 
      l Nurture growth with God’s Word. When you read the promises of     
         God again and again, they build your faith and renew your 
         certainty that fruit is coming, even though you may not see it now: 
         (Hebrews 11:1). 
      l Cooperate with God as He prunes. Praise God for the work He is      
         doing in your life. (John 15:2). 
      l Pray through the “fruit list. Pray through the list of the fruits of 
         the Spirit from Galatians 5:22-23. Ask God to help you grow this 
         fruit in your life. Ask Him if there is anything you are doing to 
         hinder your growth.

What Did You Hear?       What Do You Think? 

What Will You Do?         Now Talk to God:



 Daily Devotions: Day Thirteen 
How To Be A Generous Person

   “But just as you excel in everything--in faith, in speech, in knowledge, 
in complete earnestness and in your love for us --see that you also 
excel in this grace of giving.” (2 Corinthians 8:7). 
   In 2 Corinthians 8-9, God encourages our generosity. It seems 
strange that we, as Christians, need encouragement to give when 
God has given so much to us. But we do! These encouragements are 
a very important part of our Journey of Faith devotion guide. We want 
this time of giving, as a church, to focus on God’s direction to us in 
His word. We want our giving to be an out-growth of what we hear God 
saying to us as individuals. 
   Generous People Are Faith People. Generosity doesn’t depend on 
circumstance. When have circumstances ever been an encouragement 
to give? Generosity is now and always has been an outgrowth of real 
faith. In fact, faith always results in generosity. Why? Because we have 
a generous God, and our faith makes us more like Him. Because our 
faith causes us to see our possessions as less important and to see 
God’s purpose and God’s people as more important. Want to be an 
excellent giver? Develop a vibrant faith! Generosity grows out of the 
celebration of faith. Giving is not the result of cold calculation, but 
of warm hearted jubilation. Giving starts with joy and it results in joy. 
Because of this joy, once you begin to give you never want to stop! 
   Family Discussion Question: Who’s the most generous person you 
know? What can you learn from them about being a giving person?

What Did You Hear?    What Do You Think? 

What Will You Do?      Now Talk to God:



 Daily Devotions: Day Fourteen 
Faith Is Living Beyond The Routine

   “What is faith? It is the confident assurance that something we want 
is going to happen. It is the certainty that what we hope for is waiting 
for us, even though we cannot see it up ahead.” (Hebrews 11:1). Faith 
is the Secret to “Rut Free Living.” We all know what it’s like to live in a 
rut. To often, what starts with great promise settles into a lifelong habit 
of routine. A couple gets married - yet somehow a promise of lifelong 
love turns into habit and routine. A business gets started - but before 
long the dream turns into drudgery. A fresh and real commitment to 
Christ is made - yet you find yourself settling for the average life rather 
than the abundant life. Faith makes the difference! Faith helps us to 
handle the two main things that might push us into the rut of routine... 
   Life’s Disappointments: Disappointment can make us feel, “I guess 
that’s all there is...I’ll have to learn to settle for less.” Faith energizes 
us to look past our disappointments and to see God’s promises. 
   Life’s Successes: Disappointments can make us bitter...success 
can make us self-satisfied. A little success can be a dangerous thing! 
Faith has the power not only to help us with our struggles, but also our 
successes. Faith puts success in perspective. It reminds me that I’m 
not the source of the success - it is God who has given these gifts to 
me. It also helps me to see that I’m not the reason for the success. Of 
course, God is pleased with my happiness. But the ultimate reason for 
all He does in our lives is to show the world what He is like... to bring 
glory to Himself. 
   Family Discussion Question: Is disappointment or is success the 
greater challenge in your life right now? 
   Children’s Activity: Show your children how “ingrained” a routine can 
become by having an “unroutine” day: Have everyone sit at different 
places when you eat or watch T.V...or sleep with your head at the foot 
of your bed. You come up with ideas...have fun with this!

What Did You Hear?    What Do You Think? 

What Will You Do?      Now Talk to God:



 Daily Devotions: Day Fifteen 
True Dedication - Part 1

   “So the king and all the Israelites dedicated the temple of the LORD.” 
(1 Kings 8:63). 
   What do we mean when we say dedication? To one person it may 
mean giving up a part of a football game to come to church on Sunday 
mornings, to another it may point to a decision to begin giving some 
of their money to the Lord’s work, while to another it may add up to 
leaving all that they know to serve the Lord as a missionary in a foreign 
country. What does it mean to dedicate a temple, a church, a child... 
a life - to dedicate them to the Lord. In 1 Kings 8, Solomon dedicates 
the great Jerusalem Temple to the Lord, and, in so doing, teaches us 
some important lessons about the character of dedication. Dedication 
means Open Declaration. 
   Dedication is a public announcement of your intentions and 
commitments. Many see dedication as some inner commitment that 
no one can really see or understand. Not true...it is expressed in public 
commitments and public actions. 
   Do you know when dedication begins to happen? When you begin to 
place your faith on the line in terms of public commitments. It’s that 
willingness to declare to others that adds up to dedication. When our 
forefathers penned the Declaration of Independence they turned a 
philosophy into a dedication to freedom. When John Kennedy said, 
“We will put a man on the moon before the end of the decade” he 
transformed a scientist’s dream into a country’s dedication. 
   Family Discussion Question: When others look at your life, what do 
you think they would say you are “dedicated” to?

What Did You Hear?       What Do You Think? 

What Will You Do?         Now Talk to God:



 Daily Devotions: Day Sixteen 
True Dedication - Part 2

   “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God - this is your 
spiritual act of worship.” (Romans 12:1). 
   There are two more lessons about dedication we learn from the 
study of Solomon that we began yesterday. Besides open declaration... 
dedication means sacrifice They sacrificed an unbelievable amount 
that day! 22,000 cattle and 120,000 sheep and goats. That’s a lot of 
T-bone steak and leg of lamb! Why? What could be the purpose of such 
sacrifices? What did sacrifices do for men that was so important to the 
Lord? Sacrifices are: “A gift of trust to the Lord.” As they sacrificed, they 
declared that they trusted God to take care of their needs. They were 
saying, “Instead of hoarding and declaring my trust in myself, I’ll give to 
you Lord to declare my trust in you.” Dedication will inevitably involve 
some sacrifices. 
   Sacrifice is ultimately an expression of trust in the Lord. You’re willing 
to give something up because you trust Him more than that something. 
Dedication means praise. A significant part of dedication is praise to 
God. Solomon’s praise, as he dedicated the temple, centered on the 
fact that God had kept His promise. There is a specific praise that not 
only expresses, but actually increases our dedication to the Lord. The 
specific praise that grows our dedication is: “Thank You Lord for your 
Faithfulness.” It is a praise that recognizes all that we have comes as 
a result of God’s promises to us...as a result of His faithfulness in our 
lives. That type of praise recognizes that I can be dedicated to God 
because God is dedicated to me! He is dedicated to my joy, my peace, 
and my growth. God has dedicated Himself to my personal happiness 
and fulfillment. How dedicated is He? “He who did not spare His own 
Son, how will He not also along with Him freely give us all things.” 
(Romans 8:32). 
   Family Discussion Question: What sacrifice would REALLY stretch 
your dedication?

What Did You Hear?     What Do You Think? 
What Will You Do?      Now Talk to God:



 Daily Devotions: Day Seventeen 
True Dedication - Part 3

   “Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in front of the 
whole assembly of Israel, spread out his hands toward heaven and 
said: “O LORD, God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven above 
or on earth below--you who keep your covenant of love with your 
servants who continue wholeheartedly in your way.” (1 Kings 8:22-23). 
   Dedication means praise and sacrifice and open declaration. 
Today we learn one final truth about dedication from King Solomon. 
Dedication means ministry, We cannot be dedicated to God without 
being dedicated to meeting the needs of the people He has made. 
Solomon dedicated this temple to the needs of the disappointed and 
the defeated, those besieged by sin and by loneliness, those involved 
in the battles and the prisons of life. 
   Too many make dedication the most impractical of things. It could 
never be lived, only talked about. Theirs is a dedication made up of 
myths, fables and pipe dreams. 
   If you’re striving to become more dedicated to the Lord, it doesn’t 
take you long to discover that there is a whole Christian subculture 
in which dedication is made up of spiritual sounding words and big 
name conferences and fancy looking materials. You cannot practice 
dedication in a conference or with mere words on the pages of a 
notebook. It’s built out of trusting God with the practical needs of your 
everyday life. You might be able to learn about it at a conference and 
be inspired toward it with a notebook, but don’t ever fall into the trap 
of believing that the conference is where real dedication is expressed. 
Dedication Is expressed In Ministry, It is expressed in what you choose 
to DO with your life to serve the Lord and to serve the people He has 
made. 
   Family Discussion Question: Can you think of one simple ministry 
your family could do this week? Children’s Activity: Do a simple ministry 
project with your children this week. (Write a card to encourage 
someone, make cookies for somebody or ?).

What Did You Hear?     What Do You Think? 
What Will You Do?      Now Talk to God:



 Daily Devotions: Day Eighteen 
An Able Faith

   “By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith 
he was commended as a righteous man, when God spoke well of 
his offerings. And by faith he still speaks, even though he is dead.” 
(Hebrews 11:4). 
   The best way to learn faith is from people. Why? Because faith is not 
so much a matter of what you know as it is who you are, it’s built not 
out of knowledge, but out of relationships. Take Abel, the first faithful 
man. Three things happened to him because he had faith. They each 
point out how faith will affect our lives. 
   He Offered A Better Sacrifice, Faith affected his generosity. What was 
better about Abel’s sacrifice? Cain offered, but Abel offered his best. 
Faith adds up to a willingness to give your best to the Lord. You can 
trust Him with it! 
   He Was Commended As Righteous By God, Faith affected his 
relationships. Righteous is a word about relationships, it points to 
being in a right relationship with God. Pre-schoolers define it as being 
God’s friend. Faith gave Abel a commendation for his relationship with 
God. He Still Speaks, Faith affected his influence. The most powerful 
tool you have for influencing this world is your faith. Why so powerful? 
Because actions and decisions based upon faith simply last longer. 
   Cain may have cut Abel’s life short, but Abel’s faith still speaks! Want 
to make an impact? Seminars can hone your skills and organization 
can improve your opportunities and principles can enhance your 
planning... but it’s all a drop in the bucket without faith. If you’re 
mathematically minded: Impact = (Skills + Organization + Planning + 
“Whatever”) x Faith. Great skills times no faith equals zero impact. 
A few skills multiplied by a great faith adds up to incredible impact. 
   Family Discussion Question: Where could you “offer your best” 
to the Lord right now in one specific way? Children’s Activity: Have your 
children take an offering to church tonight or tomorrow. Put it in an 
envelope, on which they write (or write with them) “My best for 
the Lord”.

What Did You Hear?     What Do You Think? 
What Will You Do?      Now Talk to God:



 Daily Devotions: Day Nineteen 
An Anchor For The Soul

   “This certain hope of being saved is a strong and trustworthy anchor 
for our souls, connecting us with God himself behind the sacred 
curtains of heaven.” (Hebrews 6:19). 
   The promise of hope is the promise of security in uncertain times. 
The Bible promises that our hope is an “anchor for our soul.” It gives us 
an incredible confidence in the midst of the confusion around us. Do 
you have that kind of confidence where it really counts? Maybe you’re 
facing an opportunity to accomplish something of real importance. 
Before you’ve even gotten started, you’ve been engulfed by thoughts 
of failure. Possibly you’ve tried to break a bad habit, but your first 
attempts were invaded by the thought that you’d not be able to keep 
your resolve? Hope means confidence. Not self-confidence, real 
confidence. 
   We all need an anchor within. Without an anchor...when life is calm, 
you’ll drift...when life is stormy, you’ll crash. Hope is our storm anchor. 
Hope becomes our anchor as we enter God’s presence. It enters the 
“inner sanctuary, behind the curtain.” What is this about hope going 
backstage? It simply means the place where I can most intimately 
experience God’s presence. When we know God offers hope, why do 
we sometimes still feel so hopeless? What might be missing is the 
living joy of God’s presence in your everyday life: everyday activities, 
everyday decisions, and everyday relationships. 
   Family Discussion Question: How close is God to you right now? 
What could you do to better sense His presence today? 
   Children’s Activity: Show your children how an anchor can stabilize 
us. Fill a tall plastic cup with water, place it in a basin and let them tip 
it over. Do this several times.... and then “anchor” the cup with play 
dough or with your hand. Hope “stabilizes” us.

What Did You Hear?     What Do You Think? 
What Will You Do?      Now Talk to God:



 Daily Devotions: Day-Twenty 
The Change Exchange

   “By faith Abraham, even though he was past age--and Sarah herself 
was barren--was enabled to become a father because he considered 
him faithful who had made the promise.” (Hebrews 11:11). 
   Have you made faith’s great change exchange? Have you learned 
to exchange life’s pressures for God’s promises? We all live in one of 
two ways, under life’s pressure or within God’s promises. The secret to 
promise living is faith... believing what God has told me about Himself 
and His world in His word. 
   When you believe God’s promise, you belittle life’s pressure. When 
you trust God’s promise, you trample life’s pressure. When you count 
on God’s promise, you count out life’s pressure. When you depend 
on God’s promise, you defeat life’s pressure. When you receive God’s 
promise, you reject life’s pressure. Is that clear? Promise and pressure 
are mutually exclusive... they can’t exist together. 
   There are two common attitudes that push the promises of God out 
of our lives as believers. Watch out for these! (You can see them in the 
life of Abraham as he struggled with believing God’s promise about 
sending He and Sarah a son). I’ll have to settle for less, or I’ll have to 
get it myself. 
   Although Abraham struggled with these attitudes, he ended up 
putting his faith in God. Just because you struggle does not mean that 
you cannot end up making the great “change exchange.” You can be a 
person of genuine faith. 
   Family Discussion Question: Where do you feel pressured right now? 
As a family, pray for each other. Pray that God’s promises will ease your 
pressures. 
   Children’s Activity: Show how promises “push out” pressure by filling 
a cardboard tube with crumpled paper (paper towel or toilet tissue). 
Once the tube is filled show them how the new paper you put in always 
pushes out the old.

What Did You Hear?     What Do You Think? 
What Will You Do?      Now Talk to God:



 Daily Devotions: Day Twenty-One 
A Plan For The Future

  “I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you a future and a hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11). 
   We are going to look at a promise a day for the next few days, 
beginning with this great promise of God’s plan for our lives from 
Jeremiah. Hoping has to do with planning. How do you plan for the 
future? In order to have hope for your future, you must start with God’s 
promise. All the planning and scheduling in the world will not help if 
you do not have God’s promise for your future right at its very root. 
When you start with God’s promise, you realize, “God has plans for 
me!” 
   God Is Planning Right Now For Your Prosperity, That may include 
material prosperity, but the real focus here is on significance of life. 
Imagine God up in heaven with a sheet of paper in front of Him. Yes, 
that does take some imagination! Now imagine that the paper has 
your name on it. Under your name is the heading, “Plans for success 
and significance.” 
   And finally imagine this - the paper is filled with ideas and goals 
and plans. God Is Planning Right Now For Your Future, Before we plan 
anything, we should always ask, “God, what are your plans for my 
future?” Our goal is not to get God to bless the future we’ve planned. 
Our desire should be to live out the future that He plans to bless us 
with. God is planning right now for your hope! However discouraging 
things may seem at times, God has a plan for your hope! He’s told us 
in advance, “I want to give you hope.” 
   Family Discussion Question: How does this promise of God give you 
a new sense of hope in some particular area of your future.

What Did You Hear?     What Do You Think? 
What Will You Do?      Now Talk to God:



 Daily Devotions: Day Twenty-Two 
I Can Last

  “...those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will 
soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will 
walk and not be faint.” (Isaiah 40:31). 
   “It’ll never last.” Three little words so easy to say, and yet the results 
are so devastating! Tempted to give up on a dream? Feeling like 
divorce is the only way out? Feeling like the struggle of faith just isn’t 
worth it anymore? You just want to quit, give up, bail out, toss in the 
towel? Isaiah 40 is for you. 
   Isaiah 40 contains one of the most beautiful expressions in all of 
the Bible about the power and nature of God. Why does Isaiah talk 
about this? Because our ability to last through the storms comes from 
Him who makes and calms the storms, our ability to endure through 
the long wait comes from Him who has been here forever. God’s 
word stands forever...I can last, if I’ll stand upon His word! God has 
measured the waters in His hand...I can last, if I’ll put myself in His 
hands! The Lord is the everlasting God...I can last, if I’ll make Him my 
everlasting Lord. 
   When you hope, you will last! That is the promise that God makes to 
us in these verses. Your strength will renew. You’ll soar - like an eagle. 
Renewed strength is the ability to dream again. You’ll run - and not be 
weary. Renewed strength is the ability to strive again. You’ll walk - and 
not faint. Renewed strength is the ability to endure again. 
   Family Discussion Question: What are you having a hard time 
waiting for right now? 
   Children’s Activity: Emphasize the words soar, run and walk with 
your kids by reading the verse and picking them up to “soar” when you 
read soar, running when you read run and walking when you read walk. 
Read it several times until they or you are worn out.

What Did You Hear?     What Do You Think? 
What Will You Do?      Now Talk to God:



 Daily Devotions: Day Twenty-Three 
God’s Promise Of Direction

  “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make 
your paths straight.” (Proverbs 3:5-6). 
   These are three commitments of life that ready you for the decisions 
of life. These commitments build a lifestyle that enjoys God’s daily 
direction. Determine your Director - “Trust in the Lord with all of your 
heart.” This simple phrase encourages us to ask two of life’s most 
important questions. First, who am I trusting? Is it myself, my fears, 
my friends? Or... is it the Lord? Second, how am I trusting? We’re 
encouraged to trust with all our heart. Half hearted trust is no trust 
at all. Detect your Detractor -“Lean not on your own understanding. 
”Leaning on your own understanding is a major reason for directionless 
living. How do you avoid the temptation to lean? A few suggestions. 
Take time with your decisions. Rollo May said, “It is an old and ironic 
habit of human beings to run faster when we have lost our way.” Talk 
to God about your decisions. Here’s the acid test for determining your 
leaning tendency. Talk to God. Declare your Delight - “In all your ways 
acknowledge Him.” Acknowledge means to tell others. Declare your 
delight. Personally... in your devotional life take time to tell the Lord 
you appreciate Him. Publicly... in your witnessing life tell others you 
appreciate the Lord. Acknowledge Him! And the promise is, God will 
direct your paths. Not might, or could.... but will. How can I know God’s 
will for my life? How can I know what decision God would have me to 
make? If you’ll work on determining, detecting and declaring, God will 
direct! 
   Family Discussion Question: Have each person in your family answer 
the question, “The decision that I’m facing right now that I would most 
like to have God’s direction in is...”

What Did You Hear?     What Do You Think? 
What Will You Do?      Now Talk to God:



 Daily Devotions: Day Twenty-Four 
The Spiritual Art Of Rebuilding

    “The God of heaven will give us success. We his servants will start 
rebuilding” (Nehemiah 2:20). 
   We are a society desperately in need of the art of rebuilding. I’m not 
talking about houses and cars. We need to perfect the art of rebuilding 
relationships: rebuilding marriages. families and friendships. We need 
to learn how to rebuild hope and rebuild trust and rebuild our ability 
to make commitments. The promise in Nehemiah 2:20 answers the 
question, What makes you into a rebuilder? Expectation.“ The God 
Of Heaven Will Give Us Success...” It is our relationship with God that 
grows us into expectant people. God is perfectly powerful. He is the 
God of all the heavens. He can accomplish whatever dream He puts 
in my heart. Success is a gift of God! Dedication, “We His Servants,” 
Nehemiah said an encyclopedia full about what it takes to be a 
rebuilder in these few words. He had chosen to be a servant of God. 
Self-centered people never do a very good job of rebuilding. They may 
even think they have good intentions, but the truth is they become 
more rearrangers than rebuilders. They try to rearrange to suit their 
needs rather than rebuild for God’s glory. Determination “ Will Start 
Rebuilding.” What’s the number one reason why rebuilding does not 
occur? Lack of determination to start! Who’s going to start? In your 
marriage, with your kids, in your ministry. Say to yourself, “I will start.” 
Come on, become a rebuilder! Stop relaxing, rebuild!! Stop retreating, 
rebuild! It may be a relationship, maybe a commitment. Determine to 
start. 
   Family Discussion Question: What’s one place where you could start 
to practice this art of rebuilding? Children’s Activity: Get some rocks 
from your backyard and shine them up with your kids. Show them how 
pretty they are: when you wash off the dirt and put them in a glass 
filled with water. Talk about how God sees the hidden beauty in us.

What Did You Hear?     What Do You Think? 
What Will You Do?      Now Talk to God:



 Daily Devotions: Day Twenty-Five  
I Can Make A Difference

  ”I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in 
him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 
15:5) 
   We can’t be satisfied with just making a living, we must feel that 
we’re making a difference! Try it - just bring home a paycheck. Nothing 
else, nothing more. Even if the paycheck is $100,000 a month it 
won’t satisfy. Some of you are thinking, “I’d like to try.” But the truth 
is, we need to make a difference. Jesus gives us a promise that tells 
us the secret to really making a difference in this world. The secret is 
“remaining or abiding in Christ.” What does that mean? There are 
four aspects of abiding in John 15. 
   1). Be aware of how much you need Him. 2). Don’t miss this, “Apart 
from me you can do nothing!” 3). Allow His word to mold your life.  
4). Seek to please God. 5). Ask for His help through prayer. 
   Significance is not a contest - you don’t win it in competition with 
others. Importance is a wonderful gift given by God’s love. People 
who make a difference in this life are people who live the joy of being 
chosen by God, of being important to God Himself. You are Jesus’ 
friend. Jesus starts John 15 calling us branches and ends up calling us 
friends. When you see Jesus as a friend, it turns your thinking upside 
down: It’s much easier to face trouble when you have a friend beside 
you, you’re likely to stay attached to someone you know is your friend, 
and when it comes to asking - it’s always easier to ask a friend. Your 
life is meant to count! You are chosen to be significant - to bear “fruit 
that will last.” Lasting fruit means changed lives, new hope, real impact 
upon people’s hurts. It is drawing people’s attention to the eternal love 
of God, changing someone’s eternal destiny by introducing them to the 
opportunity we all have to place faith in Jesus Christ. 
   Family Discussion Question: You are Jesus’ friend! What’s 
something you could do to treat Jesus like your best friend today?

What Did You Hear?     What Do You Think? 
What Will You Do?      Now Talk to God:
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